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“ the Tranflator of the following 
Treatife had no other view in of- 
fering it to the Public, but to be of fome 
ufe to his Countrymen, he is willing to 
refer the merits of his performance to the 
judgment of the impartial reader. Not 
‘being of the faculty, and unacquainted 
with the terms and procefles of art, he is 
_very.fenfible that fome inaccuracies may 
have crept into minute defcriptions of 
difeafes, their fymptoms, and cure. But 
the applaufe and admiration with which 
the original was read in France, for whofe 
benefit and in whofe language it was firft . 

publifhed, .nd the fuccefs which attends | 
| A 2 the 
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the proper ufe of the remedies-it-recom- 
mends, made him think that a tranflation 
of it would be an acceptable prefent to 
the Englith reader, if the general mean- 
ing of the author could be rendered 
into our language. The fuccefs of the 
Tranflator’s' endeavours to gain this efien- 
tial point, will anfwer every purpofe he 
had in view, if the work fhall prove of 
ufe to thofe who will give themfelves the 
trouble to perufe it. 
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INTRODUCTION: 


SHyoceorvrecoeots T is to chance alone we are ins 
“Sioa debted for the major part of the 
: : remedies now fuccefsfully made 
Boooosssorrots ule of in furgery and phyfic. 
| _ Neture often conceals from the 
. learned thofe fecrets which the afterwards 
pleafes to communicate to the ignorant or 
lefs attentive. The difcovery of the peculiar 
| qualities of bark and mercury was more the 
| B effect 
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effet of chance than erudition.» But though 
we are indebted to the former for the moft 
approved remedies, it is not from that alone 
we can ever learn the proper application of 
them: This muft be the work of time, of 
difcernment, and experience. For we may 
venture to affirm, that the effects of medi- 
cine rather take their force from a proper 
judgment, than fiom:any cenftant and in- 
herent virtue of their own ; and that it is the 
judicious timing and adapting the remedies, 
with which the art of furgery has by degrees 
been enriched (many of which perhaps ‘had 
better be curtailed) that ought to be the prin- 
cipal ftudy of the faculty. Amongft the reft, 
no one, Lthink, deferves ahigher rank than 
Lead. | Nay I have reafon:to flatter _myéfelf, 
that when the reader has perufed the follow- 
ing Treatife, he will be inclined to think this 
metal one of the moft efficacious remedies 
for the cure of moft difeafes, which require 
the affiftance of furgery. 

Ic istrue, that for many years paft, its ge- 
neral virtues, as well as preparations, have 
- been known; even fome difpenfatories partly 
defcribe the extract of Saturn; but none 
give any account of the various modificati- 
ons J. :nake it'undergo, and to which alone 
l.artribute its-furprifing fuccefs, 

1 by no means pretend to publish this com- 
pofition of the extraét, as any new difcovery 
of my own: My only intent, in this Treatife, 
is to lay before the mafters of the art, and the - 

Public, 
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Public, the various forms.(if I may {6 fpeak) 
J have given this extraét, and>the particular 
cafes, in which it has been. fpecific, tothe no 
{mall aftonifhment of the faculty. I willingly 
refign to my predeceffors both the good for- 
tune and glory of having made the firft dif 
covery, and think myfelf fufficiencly recom: 
_ penfed in having been able fo far to modify 
this medicine, as to render it fuperior to any 
other made ufeof by the mafters of the-arr. 
Lefs prejudiced in: favour of my own work 
than inflamed with a defire of being ufeful te 
mankind, | fhal! trouble my readers more 
with obfervations than arguments :5was I to 
defer any Jonger making them public, I 
fhould have reafon to reproach myfelf with 
robbing the community of an ineftimable 
treafure. : 
It is a fubjeét of no {mall furprife to me, 
that, notwithitanding the many known and 
jaftly efteemed properties of lead, the difufe 
of it fhould be fo great in the prefent age. 
What elogiums does Galen beftow oa this 
metal, in his tenth book on fimple medicines? 
How many celebrated writers, who flourithed 
after this commentator of Hippocrates, have 
mentioned it with enthufiafm ? With what 
particular marks of diftinétion have not the 
chymifts treated it ? What can, poffibly, be 
~ ‘More conclufive in its favour than John Be- 
guin’s own words, a famous chymift, who 
lived in the laft century ?. How much is the 
ufe of this metal recommended by Pigrai, 
B 2 Etmuller, 
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Etmuller, Fabricius Ab Aqua Pendente, Gui 
de Chauliac, Lemeri, Stahl, Mr. Deidier, 
profeffor at Montpellier, and by a thoufand 
others, whofe authorities muft have great 
weight ! 

Encouraged by fomany reputable writers, 
but convinced {till more by my own expe- 
rience, I found, in the courfe of many years 
practice, that the extract of Saturn was much 
wanted in furgery. The many different 
forms I have given this medicine render it 
very proper for a variety of external com- 
plaints. I fhould with difficulty have ad- 
-vanced, that ic had fucceeded 1n fome internal 
ones, had not the cures been performedin the 
prefence, and under the infpection, of many 
celebrated practitioners, both in furgery and 
phyfic, at Montpellier ; an account of which 
I fhall give in the fequel. I am well con- 
vinced that in general the internal ule of, 
Lead is condemned; but may it not be de- 
prived of its noxious quality by certain pre- 
parations, and adminiltered in {mall dofes ? 
Does not Mr. Van Swieten (an author of 
ereat repute in the prefent age) give inter- 
nally the corrofive fublimate with great fuc- 
cefs? But I will fay no more on this head, 
my defign being only to thew its good effects 
in external complaints. ott 

My own experience, conjointly with that of 
many of the Faculty, gives a fanction to this 
remedy; proving it ac the fame time to be 
infinitely fuperior tomany-inufe. ‘The facts - 

are 
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are indifputable; the Publicis well ac- 
quainted with them; and the military Hof 
pital at Montpellier for the-venereal-difeate has. 
afforded me fo many opportunities of making 
repeated experiments of this medicine, that 
the bare recital of the cures it has performed: 
would furnifh matter for many volumes. 
I cannot conceal the fatisfaction I have felt 
in being eye-witnefs of the gradual. progrefs 
— theextract of Lead has made for fome years 
paft ; the moft fkilful practitioners encourage 
its ufe; and even the miniftry give it their 
fanction. Mr Imbert, chancellor of the uni- 
verfity, infpector-general of the holpitals of 
Provence, Jianguedoc, and Rouflillon, was 
eommifioned, by letters: from the Maron's. 
du Paulmy, fecretary at war, bearing date the 
29th of October, and the 8th of December, 
1756, andthe 18th of January, 1757, toor- 
der various experiments to be made of | this 
extract, in the hofpitals under his infpection. 
‘I his minifter adds, that, in the hofpitals where 
it was tried, it met with general approbation. 
Mr. Imbert never publifhed the fuccefs of his. 
experiments ; but he affured me that he had 
' given the Courtavery favourable account of 
them. | | 
Opportunities fo frequently offer of making 
ufe of the extraét of Saturn, andthe Obfer- 
vations I have made prove it applicable, in 
its different forms, to fo many diforders, that 
I thought it incumbent on me to lay be-- 
fore the Public the various modifications. 
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it fhould undergo according” to ‘the variety 
of cafes. 

]. The extract of Saturn, Heel with wits 
ter, conititutes a liquor, which T fhall cailVe- 
geto-mineral: This is very proper to ‘calm all 
jorts of inflammations, and cure all a AG 
of the fkin, viz. the itch, tetters, &c.  ~ 
This liguor may very well be fubftituted in 
the place of wine and brandy (in every cafe 
where thefe are generally ufed) as likewifein 
that of different embrocations, commonly 
prefcribed for inflammations ; and more par- 
ticularly fuch as attend gun-fhot wounds: ft 
ts likewile very proper for contufions, bruifes, 

fprains, echymofes; for the healing of ulcers, 
whether fcrophulous, venereal, or cancerous, 
&c. In thefe cafes, and many others, it is to 
be applied either by injection, fomentation, or 
bath. We are not even afraid of afferting, 
that this liquor may be fuccefs! ully ufed to 
ftop a gangrene. 

In fine, an uninterrupted feries of fuccefs 
(when made ufe of in external inflam mations ) 
has fufficiently proved, that it ought to be 
preferred to emollient cecoétions, poultices, 
and imany other remedies generally pre- 
{cri bed, which too often prove contrary to the 

nature ‘of the difeafe. Ol this T hope to con- 
vince my readers in the Chapter on Inflam- 
mat.on, 
- 2. LPhis extradt of Saturn is the bate of a 
mea cine, much hitherto wanted in furgery, 


with which I have performed many a 
fe) 


Fadl 
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of thefe I publifhed. an account in the year 
1746, and propofe taking notice of them 
‘again in the,prefent. editions 5 06 7 5 

3. The extract of Saturn, mixed up with 
oil of rofes, wax, and camphor, forms a po- 
matum of extraordinary virtue; an account 
of which.1 fhall give in the fequel. 

4. It is with this extract, wax, and cam- 
-phor, I make a, plaifter, which many years 
experience has proved to be infallible in the 
TRAIAN AS At A tes: ee 

5. The extract of Saturn, mixed with 
foap*, may be very advantageoufly ufed in 
an anchylofis, or ftiffnels of a joint, or for 
difperfing all vifcous humours feated in the 
-nervous involucra, or coverings of thetendons. 

_ ©. The refiduum of the extract of Saturn 

is a very great difperfer: This experience 
has proved on many occaftons. 
“7, We frequently ufe poultices of bread 
and vegeto-mineral water for cold, fchirrhous, 
and fcrophulous tumours: By their means 
we not only fee thefe tumours difperied, bur 
‘very often abfceffés, though fuppurated in 
different places. Of this lait effect many of 
the Faculty have been eye-witnefles, not 
without fome degree of furprize. 

8. The extraét of Saturn may be very 
properly ‘applied after lithotomy ; or many 
other operations in furgery. — 


se Oe addition of foap I owe to’ the Marechal ce 
Rivecied. ; a 


B 4 | Flere 
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Here I cannot avoid making a refic&ion, 
which feems proper to -illuftrate the many 
virtues which a conftant and fuccefsful prac- — 
tice of many years has convinced me are to 
be found in Lead and its different prepara- 
tions. The antients, who practifed more from. 
their own obfervations and experience than 
we do, feldom left out fome preparation of 
Lead in their prefcriptions for external com- 
plaints. This the different dupenfatories 
fufficiently prove. Mr. Faget, an eminent 
Paris furgeon, has found the tripharmacum 
to be almoft a fovereign remedy for many 
chirurgical diforders. Now it is well known 
that this plaifter, which is defcribed word 
for word by Bauderon, and was, before him, 
mentioned by Meine, has litharge for its. ba- 
fe, and to that owes its eficacy. ow then 
will it be poffible for any-one, confidering 
the general approbation this metal: has met 
with for many years paft, not to find in ita 
quality never hitherto difcovered in any 
other? In effeét, where is a medicine ‘to be 
found, whofe particles are at the fame:time 
mild, ponderous, flexible, and, by my prepa~ 
rations of it, fo fubdivided as to be capable 
of being introduced into the moft minute ve 
fels; whofe texture is fo fine, and whofe coms 
pactibility is: fo great?’ I mean’ that’of the’ 
nerves, tendons, aponeurofes, membranes, &¢3 
preferving at the fame time their own activity’ 
on the blood and lymphatic veflels, reftoring 
inflamed parts, {welled and {chirrhons glands, - 

3 to 
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to their natural, tone, removing obftiuc- 
tions therein, and giving a proper circula- 
tion to the infpiffated and flagnated fluids. 
€an anyone then refule the extract of Sa~- 
turn that difperfing and. penetrating qua- 
lity, which daily experience proves to. cha- 
racterile it? | 

By what has been already advanced, the: 
reader may perceive, that the different pre~ 
parations of lead have always been held im 
greatefteem. Is not then. the prefent difsle 
ef it very detrimental to fociety ¢ I have fome 
“reafon to flatter myfelf, that for the time to 
eome.it will more frequen:ly enter into me+ 
dical prefcriptions,,and chat my. own oblerva- 
tions will have fome fmail flare in giving if 
the pre-eminence it fo juftly ceferves , andi 
at the fame time encourage thofe to. experi- 
ence its. good. effects,, who before,, fronr 
prejudice, were deterred from its ufe.. 

Nor are the fuperior powers-of this medi- 
gine its only commendations; the Public, ass 
well as-the Royal. Hofpitals, Fcan venture to» 
_affert, may reap greatadvantages from its low 
price ;. greater, perhaps,. than at firft may be: 
imagined.. An hofpital large enough to con-- 
tain two hundred-invalids may be fuppliedi 
with this. medicine, for fix months, at the 
eafy rate of one hundred livres, ar about four: 
_-pounds three fhillings and fix-pence. and thiss 
without any danger. of the fame being, adul., 
‘erated, or. otherwife employed than for «be! 

ule of the faid hofpital.. The fame.cin-by noe 
| PO ahs means 


jo +A TREAVRISE! on LEA D: 
means be faid of wine, brandy, or many. 
other ingredients Wfed'in medicine, and often 
purchafed at a high price. 

[cannot help remarking a farther advan- 
tage the Public may reap in making ule of 
th's medicine; I mean the eafy rate it may 
be conveyed at from one place to another : 
for with fome quarts of this Extraét (the car- 
riage of which can never.be very expenfive, 
though the hofpitals are at a great diftance) 
many hogfheads of the vegeto-mineral water 
may be made. | | 

This is the path Lopen to the praftitioners 
in furgery for the cure of many diforders in- 
cident to their province: [have no other-view 
in my commendations of the different prepa- 
rations of lead, in the obfervations and _re- 
Hections I have already made or fhall make in 
this Treatife, than of being ufeful to the 
Hofpitals and the Public. I flatter myfelf 
that the world is in fome meafure indebted 
to me Jor publishing this medicine; which, 
if concealed in my own breaft, might have 
furned out much more to my private emolu- 
ment. Let not envy then endeavour to take 
trom this Exrracrthe encomiums it fo july 
deferves: My ambition is to convince the 
world, that the only motive I had in making 
it public was a regard for my fellow-crea- 
tures. For my own part, I fhall chink myfelf 
fufficiently recompenfed, if my, conftant 
#pplication and uninterrupted obfervations 
contribute to the public welfare.” =~ * “7! 

wit | CHAP. 
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On External Inflammations , and of the Aézion of 
the Extra of Saturn.on thefe Diforders. 


AN inflammation of the external parts of 
the body is a very common difeafe, 
‘and may proceed’ from a thoufand different 
caufes; fuch as a blow,, a fall, a contufion, 
‘&c. from external accident: Internally, from. 
any local defect of the folids ; from the con- 
‘¢raGtion of the fmalier veffels ;. from their 
fpafm.;. from. their compreffion, conftriction, 
and obftruction; from the difficulty which the 
blood finds in paffing the extremity of the 
arteries 5. fromy its too great quantity,. thick - 
nefs, vifcidity, mixture with heterogeneous 
and: virulent parts ; or from-any other alter- 
ation, whether fimple or combined, &&c. 
*S"This diforder attacks indiferiminately all 
the parts.of the human frame which are com-. 
‘pofed. of fanguineous and' lymphatic veiiels. 
Brus, in regard to’ the external parts,. no- 
thing is fo commonas. inflammations of the: 
fin, fat, glands, mufcles, membranes, ten- 
‘dons,, aponeurofes,, and of all the organs: 
which fall under the fenfes.. 
The inflammatory ftate-is often accompa- 
nied with: very. mild fymptoms ;, but,, on.the: 
B. 6: conr- 
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contrary, frequently wich violent ones. This 
difference in the violence of the fymptoms 
merits-all the attention of the practitioner, 
feeing it is principally upon that he ought to 
effablith his prognoftic and plan of cure. 
What general diforder are not»the principak 
ceconomical and animal funétions thrown in= 
to by an inflammation of an aponeurofis, or 
of atendon?. Nay, convulfions, faintings, 
even death itfelf, are but too often the fatal 
confequences. What ts not to be apprehended 
from an inflammation which tends to a mor- 
tification; e!pecially if deeply lodged in the - 
internal parts, or atacks a bad fubjedt ? 

Thefe confiderations, anda thoufand others,. 
of which it is not my intention to give a de- 
ail inthis work, ought to make the furgeon 
Jenfible how very neceflary it is for:him:to: 
be well acquainted with the remedies that are 

proper for the fubduing of inflammations. 
Thefe very remedies are. in every-one’s 
hands, and the moft ignorant may bluth not 
to be acquainted with them. But do they 
deferve thofe praifes, and that degree of con- 
fidence which is beftowed upon them? This 
is a queftion which their effets alone can 
decide. a. | 
Now, it is very certain, and univerfally ac- 
knowledged by menof fenfe, that the effect 
of the external applications ufually pre{cribed 
for inflammations often difappoint our ex- 
pectation, Sometimes they confift of olea- 
ginous and greafy fubftances, which sae 3 
the 
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the pores of the inflamed part, and increafe 
the fymptoms by augmenting the volume of 
the ftagnated fluids: At other times they 
confift of emollient and mucilaginous parts, 
which,conveying a great quantity of moifture, 
very much relax the texture of the vefiels, 
and difable them from getting clear of the 
redundancy of blood. Somctimes thefe ap- 
plications have powerful aftringent particles 
in their compofition, which repel the inflam- 
‘matory matter, and throw it upon the or- 
gans neceffary for life: At other times thefe 
compofitions are very active and irritative, 
and contract the veffels fo powerfully as to 
prevent them from recovering their tone; by 
which all motion io the inflamed part be- 
comes totally interrupted. No one need 
then be furprized, after fuch applications, if 
all the fymptoms are encreafed inftead of be- 
‘ing diminifhed. Nething but blind preju- 
dice can conceal from us the inconveniences 
and dangers attendirg the application of 
them; and humanity itfelf is fufficient to 
deter us from the farther ufe of them, at 
Jeaft in moft cafes. | 
~ . We conftantly avoid thefe different rocks 
by making ufe of the extract of Saturn. A 
confiderable number of obfervations, made 
during my practice of thefe twenty years 


- .paft, have convinced me that this medicine is 


the true f{pecific for the treatment of all exter- 
nal inflammations : Its effect is infallible, and 
often furpafles our expectations, by _promo- 


ting 
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ting at fight the refolution of the moft vio- 
lent inflammations, and’even fometimes af- 
ter they have fuppurated. The fact laft 
mentioned will appear furprifing, and per- 
haps incredible, to the mafters of the art: I 
_ myfelf with difficulty fhould have been con- 
vinced of it, had not I frequently feen and 
demonttrated it, efpectally in the Royal Hof- 
pital, where 1 had frequently opportunities. 
of treating thefe kinds of difeafes: 

This remedy, then, has always fucceeded 
with me, at a time when the moft reputable 
applications have proved either ufelefs or 
pernicious; but thofe will be lefs furprifed 
. with its amazing effects, who maturely con- 
fider its compofition, and its manner of 
action. ; San 

The firft thing to be obferved:in the ex- 
tract of Saturn, are the leaden particles fuf- 
pended in the liquid: which is the confe- 
quence of the ebullition of the litharge with: 
the vinegar. Thefe particles are fo formed, 
as to be capable of entering the pores of the | 
fkin and the orifices of the fmalleft veflels : 
upon thele they act by their weight and vo- 
Jume, and difperfe the humours which choak 
the inflamed. veflels, augment their motion,. 
and bring them back to the courfe of 
circulation. This particular action of the 
particles of the lead is affifted:by that of the 
liquid, which is its vehicle. This liquid has 
not only the property of -foftening and atte- 
nwating the vilcid humours which choak up: - 

3 the: 
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the inflamed veflels, bue: likewife (notwith~ 
ftanding the ebullition) encreafing the {pring 
of thefe veffels, withqut. irritating them. 
The confequence of this. is, a refoluction of 
the inflamed part, aceffation of the pain, and 
other inflammatory fymptoms: All this, Ifay, 
is effected by the extract of Saturn alone ; 
the efficacy of which, in thefe diforders, may 
be looked upon as a maxim in furgery. 

This metallic remedy aéts in the fame 
manner again{t all obftructions in the lym- 
phatic vefiels, cutaneous diforders, and fchir- 
rhous tumours : This I hope to prove in my 

.Obfervations. 

From hence it appears of what impor- 
tance it muft be, to change the opinion of 
thofe who look upon the preparations of Lead 
to be dangerous : It is an erroneous preju- 
dice, which deferves the greateft attention 
from the practitioner, I donot defpair of 
their thinking even as I do, if they will give 
themfelves the trouble of reading this work. 

I cannot too much exclaim againft the 
practice of thofe who employ emolhent and 
relaxing fomentations in the treatment of 
“external inflammations. It is true, thefe re- 
medies are often ftrongly recommended by 
practitioners, and many chirurgical writers 5 
‘but neither the one nor the other can deny 
that the ufe of thefe applications has been 
often followed by the moft fatal difafters. 

A furgeon in fome degree of reputa- 
tlon, who is a great partizan of emollient 

é _ decoce 
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decofions, confumed fo great a quantity of _ 
mallows and other emollient plants, 1 inacam- 
paign of three months only, that he ex- 
haufted the whole country where the French — 
army was encamped: the inconvenience which. 
refulted from this, was a production of worms: 
in almoft all the gun-fhot wounds, which he ~ 
eught co have ftimalated and recalled to life, © 
inftead of accelerating the mortification by 
emocllients. This fact, which makes no apo-— 
logy for emollient and relaxing medicines,, 
was attefted to me by many of the profeffion,, | 
who attended the army at that time.. 
I cannot then help being furprifed that 
this error is not corrected ; paiticularly: as. 
the art of furgery has been fo much improv- 
ed of late years, and fo few of the Faculty: 
ean poffibly be ignorant of the bad effect of 
emollients. How is it poflible to reconcile the’ 
action of thefe medicines with the idea every. 
one muft form to himfelf of the nature of 
inflammation ? Is it not, on the contrary, ve- 
ry certain that, by thiskind of application, we- 
relax more and more the tumefied vefiels > 
that we render them by this means fufcepti- 
ble of a ftill greater diftenfion, and actually. 
contribute to the evil terminations of inflam-- 
matory diforders ? By their ufe the heat of 
fuppuration is augmented; a gangrene and* 
corruption of the parts brought on ;,and fel-- 
dom, very feldom,, is the tumour feen to ditt 
perfe, which ought to be the principal aim. 
of the, practitioner, and which can often be 
~ effected. 
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effe€ted by this metallicremedy only. Of this 


many of the Faculty are as well convinced as 
mylelf ; and I make nodoubt, but all thofe 
who will give themfelves the trouole to read 
the Obfervations whichconftitute a great part 
of the prefent work, and apply them pro- 
perly, will ealily adimic that this remedy 
ought to be preferred to all others, in the 
treatment of ai external inflammation, whe- 
ther it be recent or of a long ftanding, fimple 
or complicated, benign or malignant ; is 
fort, in all the circumftances in which it 
ean be confidered. 

I muft now anticipate an objection, which 
_ will undoubtedly be made to me; and that 15, 
after having condemned the ufe of emol- 
lients, I ftill mix them up with my own fee 
-miedy. Butit is to be remarked, that a pro- 
per mixture is often very neceffary, which. 
the moit fuccefsful experiments have fufh- 
ciently proved : This fact, I believe, will be 
acknowledged by thofe who will read my Ob» 
fervations. But, among emollients, the one 
I moftly prefer is the crumbs of bread 5. for 
it only relaxes the part as far as is neceflary 
to facilitate the paflage of the particles of the 
i.ead into the tumefied veffels, without par- 
taking of the bad qualities of oleaginous and 
_greafy medicines, which ought always tobe 
laid afide in inflammatory cafes. 

Before we enterinto adetail of the different 
pecies of inflammation to which my remedy 
“is applicable, I cannot help complaining 

ee loudly 
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loudly againft the imputation of the repulfive 
power that has been at:ributed to Lead and 
its preparations. I know how much the 
error has been propagated, and.that it has 
‘been fupported for ages by the moft refpedt- 
able authorities; but truth has unlimited 
tights, which ought to. have the preference 
to all authorities, efpecially in queftions that 
relate to faéts, which experience alone. can 
determine. Upon this principle, J will not 
ftop at the crowd of chirurgical writers, who 
have attributed this repercuffive quality to 
Lead; but, among the reft, there is one 
whofe name alone may give weight to the er- 
ror, again{t which I contend. ‘The author I 
Speak of is Mr. Quefnay, who, in his Treatife 
on Suppuration, has placed the preparations 
of Lead among the number of repelling me- 
dicines. He relates many obfervations, which 


prove that-litharge, white lead, &co. have 


been employed, with very good fuccefs, in 
different inflammations. Mr. Quefhay, in 
thefe cafes which he has related, makes.no 
doubt of their having acted by repercuffion: 


but this can by no means be proved by his 


own cafes. For, firft, as he did.not employ 


thefe remedies folely, but mixed them up with . 
other compofitions, fo it does not follow that — 


the preparations of Lead have a repelling 


quality, from the cure having been operated. 


by repercuffion. Again, who knows but the 


prejudices of the gentlemen. who. made the 
obfervations quoted by Mr, Quefnay, may 


have 
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have concealed from them the true manner in 
which the medicine ufuaily acted, and have 
induced them to attribute to repercuffion ef- 
feéts which did not proceed from it? But let 
that be as it will, | can proteft, upon the 
foundation of an experience that never de- 
ceived me, that the repelling power attri- 
buted to Lead and its preparations, is one of 
the greateft errors that have flipt into the 
practice of furgery, and one of thofe in 
which it behoves practitioners moftly to be 
wndeceivedy | 

Among the different inflammations that 
have fallen within my practice, that of the 
‘eryfipelas, or St. Anthony’s fire, has been the 
‘mott frequent. This difeafe makes advances — 
awhich not only proceed from the caufe which 
gpm it, and the pare that is affected, 
but alfo from the remedies commonly made 
ufe of to fubdue it. : 

Among erifipelatous inflammations, fuch 
fs ténd toa phlegmon, or gangrene, may be 
moft eafily diftinguithed, being limited to a 
certain extent in thefkin: The ¢ require the 
ereateft attention and expedition in the treat 
ment, if we.wifh to fereen the parts afi Sed 
from) the terrible danger which threatens 
them C it 
©) Confirmed by the fuccefs which ‘has often 
‘attended ‘the ufe of my metallic remedy, I 
shave’ applied it ‘in every kind of erifipelas ; 
and my method has been followed by many 
other praétitioners, who have been furprized 
gee at 
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at the celerity of its good effects ; confeffing;, 
that they had all. then been miftaken; andi 
blaming thoie who abftained, in fimilar cafes, 
from ufing this medicine, for fear of making» 
the inflammatory matter flow back into the: 
mafs of blood. This fear, which the ene-- 
mies of the extract of Saturn induftrioufly: 
propagated, gave them a pretence for nott 
abandoning their old opinions, which are cers. 
tainly as chimerical as their reafonings on the: 
actions of emollients. | | 
Our remedy (the refolving powers > off 
which no one can difpute) has this peculiar: 
advantage, That, if it does not always procure: | 
a aiuperfion of certain inflammations, which) 
it generally does, it much diminithes the heat: | 
of fuppurations, which is of.en to be dreadedg, | 
above all, in fuch erifipelas’s as are produced. | 
by putrid caufes, as experience proves, and. | 
has been well remarked by Mr. Quefnay. - | 
Every one knows, that the termination of ’ 
fiery inflammations by refolution is always || 
moft defirable ; for, in fuch cafes, a fuppura- | 
tion is often attended with fuch fatal fymp- | 
toms, that a gangrene, which-has always been 
confidered by practitioners as the moft dan- 


-gerous iffue of inflammations, is often more | 


tractable than obftinate, bleeding ulcers, ine | 
to which an erifipelas, that fuppurates, or- 
dinarily degenerates. Now the medicine 
which we make ufe of in fubduing fiery tu- 
mours conftantly favours a difperfion ; and 
thus fcreens thofe, who are afflited with 
fuch 


_ 
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fuch' maladies from ‘the dangerous turns 
which we have juft mentioned. 

- But it would be reftraining the extra& of 
Saturn to very narrow limits, to confine 
its action to erifipelatous inflammations 
only: It acts with no lets efficacy in phleg- 
monous ones, how painful foever or violent 
an their fymptoms 5 in boils; in inflamma- 
tions attended with great heat; in whit- 
loes; in inflammations of the glands un- 
der and behind the ear, whether they are 
the fymptoms of a difeafe, or conititute the 
difeafe itfelf'; in quinfies; in opthalmies ; 
in a word, in all external affections that 
‘partake more or lefs of the inflammatory 
ftate, | 

~or. Red, painful tumours, attended with 
a pullation and burning heat, called phleg- 
mons, often put the patient in imminent 
danger. Some of thefe are feated in very 
fenfivle parts, and accompanied with cruel 
pains, delirium, fharp fever, and other alarm- 
ing fymptoms. Others principally attack the 
fat, and are followed bya fuppuration, whichis 
noteafily removed. Others, again, are formed 
upon certain delicate organs, and from thence 
acquire a greater degree of malignancy ; ag 
upon the globe of the eye, or its adjacent 
parts, &c. In general, thefe phlegmonous 
inflammations hurry to a period, generally 
terminate in fuppuration, fometimes in a hard 
_ tumour, and at other times in a mortification. 
‘The mafters of the art who have employed 
aa the 
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the extract of Saturn for thefe complaints, 
know how proper it is to calm the pains, to» | 
diffipate the inflammatory matter, to prevent 
an. abundant fuppuration; in fine, to difperfe 
the in{pifiated humours, and prevent their 
induration. : | 
2. Our application is not lefs fuccefsful in 
malignant boils, deeply feated in the: fat, 
and which often refift the action of other 
medicines, The particles of lead, by their 
fupplenefs and tenuity, not only enter 
the little cells or glands which thefe boils 
attack, and attenuate the vifcous matter 
lodged therein, but alfo the little. veffels 
which communicate moifture to thefe folli- 
culous and glandulous cavities, and give mo- 
tion tothe infpiflated blood which caufed 
the obftruction. , band 
3- Though I have had no opportunity of | 
applying my remedy in Carbuncles, I make 
no doubt but it would be of great ufe in | 
allaying the heat and acute pain which gene- | 
rally attends them: Its good effects in can- 
cerous tumours and others, which are cha- | 
racterifed by a great acrimony and corroding - 
quality inthe humours, enable me to con- 
‘elude by analogy, that it may be of great 
ufe in the above-mentioned diforder. I fhall 
afliduoufly endeavour in the courfe of prac- | 
tice toemploy my extract for that complaint, 
when an occafion offers. 
_ 4, Without entering into a long detail on 
the fubject of inflammations which attack 
ies va the 


enn 
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the extremity of the fingers, called the 
whitloe; [ will confine myfelf to obferve, that. 
the greater or lefs violence of the heat, pain, | 
and other fymptoms, an affemblage of which 
characterifes the difeafe, depends entirely 
upon the different parts of the finger wherein 
they arefeated. It is upon this variety that 
the divifion of the whitloe into different kinds 
is founded. The firit is confined to the {kin 
and fat, and is the mildeft of all; though 
fometimes indeed it happens, that by the in- 
flammation and fuppuration of the fat, which 
is found at the extremity of the fingers, we 
fee the patient run ‘great rifks ; for this in- 
flamimation continuing on to their bafis, and 
paffing through different channels of the in- 
ternal part of the metacarpus, brings a con- 
fiderable tumour over the whole hand, which 
is penetrated in various‘directions by thepu-_ 
rulent matter: It is principally in whitloes 
that are neglected or ill treated in which 
thefe fatal confequences are obferved. The 
fecond kind is feated in the nervous in- 
volucra belonging to the flexor mutcles 
6f the fingers, and is attended with the 
moft cruel pains, which are communicated 
to’ the adjoining fingers, hand, and ‘even 
the arm itfelf'; ‘the heat is fo great as to be- 
_come fometimes infupportable: one may have 
feen patients tortured in this manner beg ‘to 
have the finger cut off, not ‘being “able to 
bear the intenfe pain. ‘T’o thefe fymptorns is 
Joined a very fharp fever, and saieamalts 
ads other 
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other alarming circumftances,: which an- 


nounce the general diforder of all:the func- 


tions. Sometimes this fecond {ipecies of’ 


whitloe terminates in fudden death, caufed 
by the violence of the inflammation, or in 
amore lingering one, the effect of afuppu- 
ration, penetrating in various directions along 
the hand, wrift, and arm, where it forms 
matter, and brings-on atrain of athoufand 
mortal fymptoms. The periofteum, inflamed 
and fuppurated, conftitutes the third kindof 
whitloe, in which the pains are very acute, 
and deeply feated. This is alfo attended 
with a violent fever, want of fleep, deli- 
rium, and many other fymptoms, whiclvare 
commonly produced by the fame caufe as in- 
tenfe pain ; the patient often falls into faint- 
ing-fits, and a caries of the bones is much 
to be apprehended fromthe third kind: The 


whitloe, which is feated under the® nail, | 
often arifes from the puncture of a thornja_ | 


needle, or any fharp-pointed body, which 
paffes between the nail and the flefh. The 
immobility of the joints, which too -fre- 


quently follows the fecond and third fpe- — 


cies of whitloe, proceeds from the deftruc- 


tion of the tendons and ligaments which: tie — 
the articulations together: This takes:its rife | 


from fuppuration, gangrene, and often from 

both, . PN ae pine 
From what has been already faid, it is evi- 
dent how important it muft beto apply the 
moft expeditious and efficacious remedies to 
| whit- 
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whitloes,. both to calm the violence of the 
{ymptoms, and prevent the dangerous con{e- 


quences. I fhould be forry to recommend 
the extract of Saturn as the only agent to 
which we may have recourfe in all thefe cafes 3 


but I can confidently affirm, that this appli- 
cation, has. generally proved fuccefsful in 
thefe inflammations, when the common ones 
have often been very detrimental. I call to 


witnefs my colleagues, who are inclined to 
fpeak truth; and demand of them, whether 


they have not found by experience, that the 


emollient applications generally made ufe of 


in. whitloes, fo far from procuring a refolu- 


tion, have daily encreafed the heat and 


f 


other fymptoms? The fuccefs of our metal- 
lic remedy is infallible, if applied in the be- 
ginning of a whitloe, and betore it has made 
a certain progrefs: I have even ufed ic in 
the advanced flages of that complaint, and 
performed the cure in a few days. 

_ 6» The puncture of a tendon and aponeu- 
rofis deferves the greateft attention of the 
practitioner. It is almoft incredible how a 
folution of continuity fo flight, and often im- 
perceptible, thould excite the tharpeit fever, 
occafion the moft violent in flammatory fymp- 
toms, and many other alarming accidents ; 


fuch, for example, as attend blo d-l:tting, 


when the aponeurofis of the biceps has been 
sunctured, or any other injury which is of- 
ered to the tendinous and aponeurotic parts 
of our body. In all thefe .circumftances, I 
A, have 
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kaye feen the-vegeto- ariel water, and set q 
tices, ‘made. of. the faid water, perform won-/ 
derss an eye-witnefs only could havé given » 
eredit to what I relate; and all thefe cures’ 
far exceed. fuch, as are performed by the. 


common method.of practice. - 


6. Inflammatory tumours of the ‘clapadl 


below .the ear. frequently.occur in practice: 


they fometimes ariie independent of-any pre-) 


ceding complaint, but are often, the conte-- 


quences of putrid fevers, of which'they are’ 
fometimes a crifis, and fometimes only a. 
iymptom, but almoft always difpoted to be» 
ichirrhous. How many times, by the ufe of, 
improper applications to thele glands, have'o 
we not feen the matter repelled upon the): 


brain, lungs, or fome other internal organ, 


and produce mortalfymptoms? The extract» 
of Saturn is an excellent refource, and may*: 
be made ufe of either to difperfe thefe.tu-» 


mours, when poffible and expedient fo. to: 
do, or to diminifh the fuppuration, and\make:> 


it more laudable. The extract is-equally: 


fuccefsful againft inflammations of the max-»> 


illary clands, er thofe of the neck. 


ae Although I did not propole mentioning» 


internal inflammations in this work, yet: 1 
cannot overlook the quinfey ; a diforder which.» 
1S. well known to feize the external and interot 
nal spars of the throat. . The horrid confe+o 


i 


G } 


quences _ attending this inflammation ,oftenc 
pa the patient’s life in. imminent, dangers: 
The paaatey is faicepuble of the ufual termi- ¢ 


nations 
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nations of inflamitiattytutourss and i¢ is 
but too’ oftenwe f&@ it (Uppurate, and’end in 
a mortification :-The fpecdy relief which fol. 
lows the application of ‘the vegeto-mineral 
water authorifes me to-affirm, that there.is 
no better remedy *dgaintt inflammations of 
bohrpawes 4 ren sy ues ia | 

‘Tl amnot the only oné who has experienced 
the good effects of the preparations of Iead 
in the treatment of quinfies, particularly of 
thofé which tend to a mortification. Mr. Ras 
lin, phyfician in’ ordinary to the Kings has 
fuccefsfully ufed itin fimilar cafes, as he has 
informed the world in his Treatife on Difeafes 
occafioned by Variations of the Air. The fol- 
lowing is his account of it, _ 0/9 

»**T ordered a gargarifm of rofe-water, into 
“which were thrown fome grains of the fale 
‘of Lead: the remedy did wonders. it pre- 
“vented a mortification, and put a ftop to 
** that already formed; it diffipated the fpots 
“in a fhort time, and, with the affittance of 
‘“camphor and phlebotomy, performed cures 
** wherever it was applied. In a neighbour- 
*€ ing town, where fore throats raped, very 
‘«few died who ufed the falt of Lead.” Some 
contradictions that Mr. Raulin ‘had been 
expoled to’ from his colleagues, who wanted 
to fubititute the fale of Vitriol for the fale 
of Lead, convinced that phyfician of the fix 
periority of the-Jaft medicine over the for- 
mer. Fe’ has learnedly given his reafons in 
nig Treatifé, , 

fre? C2. The 
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The happy effects of the falt of Lead int | 
Mr. Raulin’s hands, induced other practi-- | 
tioners to follow the fame track, 
In the Medicinal Journal of June 1758;, | 
there ig an interefting letter, addrefled to)| 
Mr. Vaudermoade by Mr, Boucher, a cele-- | 
brated phyfician of Lifle in Flanders, who,, 
after having unfuccefsfully tried all kinds off 
medicines to fubdue a putrid quinfey, which 
depopulated the environs of that city, deter-- 
mined at lait to make ufe of the falt of Lead 
in one of thefe cafes which he had under hiss 
infpection. The mortified crufts had fo far 
prevailed, as to cover a great part of the: 
tonfils, and the anterior pillars of their parti-- 
tion. To this end, he mixed four-and-twentyy| 
grains of the falt of Lead in two ounces off 
plantain-water, with which he touched ‘thee| 
crufts five or fix times a day, with a_pencill] 
made of lint. This remedy, fays Mr. Bou-+ 
cher, not only prevented the difeafe from gain--| 
ing ground, but the ulcers were daily obferved! 
to contract, and the eighth day confolidated 33) 
and confequently what remained of the dif-- 
eafe was eafily conquered. A 
Bur, leaving the experiments of others, t 
keep to thofe which are our own, we can adi 
‘vance that, upon innumerable occafions, the 
vegeto-mineral water has appeared to us @ 
fpecific againft inflammations of the throatt, 
fiuxions on the fame part, irritations and ull 
cers feated in the mouth, from whatever cauféd 
they proceed. a 4 
Ii 
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y [tis alfo difficult to exprefs with what fuc- 
cefs the preparations of Lead are ufed in 
thofe accidents which ‘mercury fometinés 
produces. tn the mouth and neighbouring 
parts, . The Venereal Military Hofpital fur- 
nifhes us every day, with obfervations which 
ipe mott incredulous cannot help believing. 
~! 8. It now, remains for us to fpeak of the 
inflammation of the eyes, known by the 
name of Opthalmia. This difeafe requires to 
be. treated with the greatér attention, as it ac- 


inflammation is generally known, not only at 
Montpellier, but in many. other places. The 
pumberlefs cures of the kind effected by this 
remedy, both in my own praétice and that’ of 
others, would furnifh matter for a volume ; 
Dut I thall confine myfelf, at the end of. this 
Chapter, to a narration of the moft curious 


=e by t 


one hea ‘From 
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From what has been faid, ‘it follows; ‘that: 
here is not to be found,’ among ‘all’ “the: 
chirurgical prefcriptions, a medicine more: | 
adapted than the extract: of Saturn for fubdu- | 
ing external inflammations’; that it is ene: 
dowed with the fingular property of ‘pene-. 
trating the obftruéted blood and lymphatic: 
vefféls, and of difperfing the infpiffated mat-. 
ter hattoms without too. much relaxing or ir-- 
fitating the coats of the inflamed parts; it: 
preferves a medium between thefe two actions, | 
anc thereby infenfibly produces, without any) | 
badc onfequences, the moft furprizing effects. | 
This remedy feems to unite at once, three: 
qualities very effential: for: an antiph logittic: 
medicine: a cooling virtue, which the mott: 
ardent ih flammatory heat: cannot: refit s-'ant | 
asodyne one, which quiets the moft violent: 
pains oblerved in inflammation ; an attenuats. 
ing, refolving quality, which the prejudiced | | 
part of mankind has unfairly confounded! 
with repulGon: in fhort, all the parts of 
our body, without diftinétion, fatty, glan-: | 
dulous, mufcular, tendinous, aponeurotic; 
membranous, ligamentinous, ‘weak or ftrong: 
in their texture, endowed with.a greater or: 
lefs degree of fenfibility, bear equally the: 
action of our metallic remedy. KP o1 
But not to enter into theoretical difeyMidns; 
we will begin to fulfill our former engage-- 
ments ; and give an account ofi.fuch Objer-. | 
vations as we have made mailman orchave: 
» been) 
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_ been communicated to us-by. others, upon © 
. external inflammations. . They all, tend invin- 
_ sibly to prove, that the praifes which have 
_been given the extract of Saturn, and the 
_¥irtues attributed to if, are not chimerical 
_dnventions of the brain. 


} 


| OBSERVATION } 


Communicated by Mr. Gautizn, Surgeon, at 
nee fix in Province.” 


--, Mr. GUILHEMON, my confrere, attended a 
_ patient, afflicted with a phlegmonouserifipclas, which 
_.was feated on the inward part of the right thigh,: 
~_ the pain and inflammation were fo great, that a gan- 
~ grene was apprehended. Repeated phlebotomy and 
* applications of emollient and anodyne medicines, 
» fo far from relieving: the complaint, feemed to en- 


Pore am 
Bel 2 


+ OB SERV ATION IL 
Communicated by the fame... 


~"- Mr. PANEN has communicated to-me a more 
‘extraordinary cure, by the extract'of Saturn, of an 
s-erifipelas.of the worft kind, which had feized one 
eye-lid, anda great part of the face: The whole 
was much difpofed to a gangrene. At firtt different. 
_£mollients were applied :, but upon their. not fuc- 
“ceeding, “recourfé was hadto the vegeto- mineral’ 
“water, which,’ in'lefs than forty hours,: abated’ the: 
* bad (ymptoms; ‘and’ in'a.fhort time:after: performed: 

"othe cure... 
C4 OB- 
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OBSERVATION: Ie 


Communicated by: Mr. Rect 8, Surgeon, at 
| Montpellier. + 08 ose 


1 WAS called in to a ftone-cutter’s ‘wife é 
this town, who had been troubled for above’ a 
month with an erifipelatous fwelling in her breaft, 
from the curdling of her milk; her pains were fo 
great, that’ fhe°could’ neither reft day nor night’: 
many women of her:acquaintance had preferibed to 
her without, fuccefs, The -fwelling at laft began 
to fuppurate ; and though it difcharged in. three 
different places, her pains. were by no means ab; ited. 
As the matter came away but flowly, the b breatt 
continued of an enormous fize; nor was its hard- 
nefs or livid. colour-at all diminithed ; fo. that there 
was great reafon to fear, that the tumour would ei- 
ther become fchirrhous or cancerous.’ As. I had been 
often witnefs of the good effects of the vegeto-mi- 
neral water on the like occafion, 1 ordered a ca- 
tzplafm of the faid water and white bread; taking 
care-previoufly to wefh the fores well with the 
zbove water. This treatment properly continued — 
fo far removed the complaint, that my patient flept 
well the third night: -in a fhort time the breaft be- 
gan to foften, the wounds to cicatrize, and in five~ 
and-twenty days the cure was performed: though 
Jor fome time after, the breaft continued difcolour- 
ed; which was foon remedied by the application of 
comprefies, dipped in the FEE G- Serra ‘water. 


OBSERVATION Ive 


, Communicated by Mr. Low z: AU, 


Mr. LAZAU, an cleve of Mr. Serres, a confrere 
of mine, informed me, that he had made ufe of my 
medicine for an cedematous erifipelas, which had - 

feized 
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- feized the leg of a poor man, in the General Hofpi=' 
tal: it took its rife from a bleeding in the fcor, 
_ which, was very much fwelled, as was the whole 
leg. The application of my remedy fenfibly dimi- 
nifhed:both the inflammation and fwelling, in three. 
or four hours; and the third day my patient was. 
cured. | | 3 


? 


OBSERVATION V. 


Communicated by Mr. Roux, Surgeon-major to 
+ Vafian’s Regiment. 


Mr. ROUX has informed me, that he bad cured 
with the vegeto-mineral water many patients afs 
fiiéted with: erifipelas’s. in. different. parts of the 
body, in three or four days time. Acad 


: 
7 cd 
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Communicated by Mr. Couras, Dogor of Phy- 
«fit, of the Univerfityof Montpellier. 
“T WAS.called in to a child’ troubled’ with an 
etifipelas, which extended itfelf along the lower ex- 
tremity of its right fide: I ordered compreffes,. 
dipped in the vegeto- mineral water, to be applied to 
the tumour. As the patient was in the country, and. 
fuffered a great deal, it was thought proper to ap- 
ply a poultice made of bread, mallows, and pellis 
tory of the wall, till fome'of the extrad of :Satura 
€ould be procured... The-confequehce of this wasy 
that the erifipelas became: more inflamed, and ex. 
tended itfelf upon the buttock ;-but the damage was. 
foon repaired by the application of the vegeto-mi:- 
neral water; by degrees the inflammatory fymps 
toms difappeared, the fever went of, and in twa 
days time the diforder was conquered. bolo.” 
) Note, That MreCoulas remarks in his/account; 
that the cure of the erifipclas was entirely awingnto 
was: A Rel ae the 
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the vegeto-minezal water, as the child could by no 
means be prevailed on. to take any internal medi- 
cines proper for the occafion, . | | 


OBSERVATION VII. 
T HE wife of one Caffagnes, of Lanfargues, was 


troubled with a coagulation of milk in one of her 
breafts, in the month of February laft. ~This we- 
man not being able to fupport the pain, made ufe of 
many different emollient medicines, which had heen 
prefcribed to her by ‘her acquaintance; but they 
only ferved to encreafe the {welling and bad fymp-~- 
toms; and fo much fo, that the matter forced its 
way through ‘the fkin,.in many places» {till the 
breaft continued very large, and appeared fchir:hous, 
and of an erifipelatous colour, which made all who 
faw it, dread the worfk confequences. As foonas I 
had examined the complaint, I gave her fome ve- 
geto-mineral water, to make poultices of, and or- 
dered them tobe renewed every fix hours: In a few 
‘days there was_a change for the better, to the.no 
fmall aftonifhment of herfelf and friends; and in 
five or fix weeks the cure wascompleated.  ™ 


OBSERVATION VIII. 


IN the month of March laft,1 was fent for:to 
the Citadel to the fon of Mr. Coffe, goaler. . This 
child, about four years old, was troubled with an 
erifipelas, which extended, from the upper part of 
the thigh to the inferior one of the hypogaftric 
region, as likewife with a phlegmonous {welling on 
the groin. The erifipelas reached. to:the: ferotum 
and penis, and there caufed a phymofis,. which ob- 
ftruGted the paflage of the urine. The child was 
blooded once; and poultices made of bread and 
the vegeto- mineral water, in the fpace of eight or 


teadays, difperfed boxh the erifipslas satpro ; 
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OBSERVATION. ee a 


Communicated by Mr. ‘MENON, | Sug ‘£0: @: 
Battalion of Mil:tia. 


I MADE ule of vegeto-mineral water for the 
‘cure of a child, feven er eivhr years old, afliGed! 
with: ane erifipelas Which ‘covered its wHole body... 
Mosfieur Goulard’s frequent ule of this medicine. 
of which T had been eye-witnefs in the Royal Hof-. 
pital, induced’ me to try’itv In a tew days after the: 
épplication, all the cuticle came off in feales; and in: 
eiyitidays the ‘child was cured. “Many other furs 
peons, on the like occafion, ‘have made ufe of this: 
cane with the fame fuccefs.: : Mew 


gyrt 
Gad f 


DEW “OBSERVATION: Ee fa Lo bas 
“MAD: AME DE FUR, wife to ‘major De Fur). 
was, fo much alarmed on feeing one of her children: 
Fall, ‘that: ‘both her breafts were-in an- infant feized> 
wit an erifipelatous erupsion; which even fpread- 
confiderably above them. ~This lady foon after 
came to Montpellier. 1 fouud, ‘Upon exai nining 
Her, that the diforder would foes become of en. 
tetter kind, on account of the-coatinued jtgbings : i 
applied the pomatum I generally make ufe of for 
tétie's, and wafhed the parts well with the vegeto~ 
mineral water; the itching was foon removed ; but 
as this\lady fuckled ker child, the remedies Operateds 
hat flowly ; which determined me to make ufe of the. 
cataplafm. made with th vegeto-miineral watery, 
This had the defired: effet; and ina. few. nn 
the eat aint was removed... 


fe ‘OBSERVATION. XI. 


Bee. ‘emit gb Communicated... a 


‘AN hal ‘of St. Francis’s Hofpitar at Mabona 
in A coplequenee of.a fever,.had two malignant boils, 
CG ouR 
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on the upper part of his thigh, about four fingers 
breadth afunder. Ihefe tumours were confiderable, 
and fo painful that they brought on a violent fe-~ 
ver. Emollient catapla{ms were applied without any 
«effet; recourfe was then had to maturating plaif- 
rers: thefe caufed fuch an inflammation in the 
part, that a gangrene was apprehended : in fine, a 
furgeon- major, who. had heard.of the virtues of the 
extract of Saturn, applied cataplafms made with 
the vegeto-mineral water; foon after the tumours 
had a better afpedt, the fuppuration was laudable, 
and the cure was performed sby this medicine 
alone. 


OBSERVATION XII. 


DURING my ftay at Paris, in the year 1751,-_ 
T was defired to fee Mr. Floberg, engineer, wo 
was lodged in the Marquis de Crillon’s houfe. He 
had a whitloe of the malignant kind on one of the 
fingers of his right hand ; this was accompanied by. 
_-a fharp fever, and pains which extended all up the 
sightarm. ‘Ihe application of the vegeto mineral 
water inftantaneoully eafed the pains in four-and- — 
twenty hours the bad. fymptoms vanifhed ; and ina. 
very fort time.my patient was cured. a 


GQ): BoSi Bey Vewcake bok) De adeldb betes 


A CHAMBER-MAID of Madame Imbert 
had a whitloz on the middle finger of her right 
hand: this brought ona fever and infomnium ; and 
her pains were. (o great, that fhe coud not help. 
crying out. After tuffering for fix-and-thirty hours, 
without being willing to try any remedy, fhe called 
upon me. I found it to be a real whitloe, and 
thought it too ripe to be cured without fuppura- 
tion. LT ordered the finger to be bathed in végeto- 
mineral water; in lefs than a quarter of an hours — 

the 
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the pain fo far abated, that the patient thought her- 
felf quite cured. I continued the treatmenr,. with 
the fimple application of cataplafms made of bread: 
and the above mentioned water. In five days the 
complaint was entirely removed by refolution alone. ; 


OBSERVATION XIV. 


I WAS defired, in the year 1748, by Mr. "De 
Beloy, colonel of a regiment of light troops at Genoa, 
to vifit Mr. Falcon, an officer: he had:received a 
wound with a fword in the common tendon of the 
flexor mufcles of the fingers, of the internal part of 
the right hand. ‘The inflammation was very great, 
and extended upon the fore-arm to the protuberance 
of the humerus. By the application of comprefles 

_ dipped in the vegeto-mineral water, the pain ceafed, 
_ the fwelling fubfided, and the cure was compleated 
in a few-days. | 


; kQBSERVATTON XV. . 
A WASHERWOMAN at Genoa was pricked 
by a thorn in one of the flexor tendons of the right 
hand : matter formed therein ; and after a long {up- 
“puration, the hand remained motionlefs, as did 
likewife the fingers. She had been fome time in this 
fituation before fhe confulted me. I ordered her 
to bathe her hand, morning and night, in the vegeto- 


mineral water : I then applied my Saturnine plaifter, . 


_which in ten or twelve days compleated the cure. 


| OBSERVATION XVI, 
Communicated by Mr. Roux, senior Surgeon- 
one gett major in the Army. 
- I WAS ealled in to a patient who had a con- 
fiderable tumour on the arm and fore-arm, accom- 
_ panied with a fever, It was owing to a puncture 
¥ | of 
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of the aponeurofis of the biceps in bleeding. » ‘The 
application of compreffes dipped in vey eto-mis 
neral water, and wetted from time to time; foon dife 
fipated the bad fymptoms, and the Damen was fbi 
radically cured. a 


OBSERVATION XVII 


~ IN confequence of bleeding,.in which the apo- 
pares bad been pricked,, a lady. had-a violent.iny | 
flammation and tumour in her arm and fore-arm. 
In vain did the furgeon who was called in before 
me, apply emollients for a confiderable time: I 
fubftituted in their room the vegeto-mineral water, 
which fucceeded with me in this cafe, as nig es as in 


the former.. 


It 


Toate co per acme 
Mar BOUROUEN © Da xur confrere, 


was fent for to. a lady of this town, who, after a 
bleeding in the arm, felt a confiderable pain along 
the infide of the fore-arm,. down tothe exiremit ty 
of her fingers. This accident had happened:to her 
three weeks before fhe called him in to her afitt» 
ance. Wpon examining the part, he obferved a 
kind’ of fmall {chirrous chord, about fix in lines 
Yength, where the puncture had been made; the 
tumour extended from the lower part of the arm as. 
‘far as the wrift, and many hard lumps were felt 
along it. ‘The patient told Mr. Bourquenod, that 
fhe felt very fharp pain, whenever any one offered to 
move her*arm. Emollient cataplafms and other 
remedies had already been applied, without fuccefs. 
Mr. Bourquenod ordered a:liniment of fweet al- 
monds, laudanum, and fperma-ceti, and over this a 
cataplafm of bread and vegeto-mineral’ water ; 
The patient found immediate eafe. She continued® 
this remedy for eight days {ucceflively, taking care to . 
renew. 
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renew it) twice in four-and-twenty hours; at the 
end of which all the bad fymptoms, difappeared, 
except fome: little hardneiles, and.a flight, pain; 
which were removed in twelve days,.by. a plaifter 
made of wax, human fat, a little camphor,.and ve~ 
it? -mineral water. 


OBSERVATION XIX. 


Communicated’ by “Mr. Gautier, a y Mafter 
| “Surgeon. dak 


a SAW a. Sein troubled with fe pitléat an op- 
thalmia, that the inflammation fpread itfelf over all 
the neighbouring parts of the eye, and had all the 
‘appearance of an approaching gangrene. This dif- 
e@rder, which had hitherto baffled al medicine, at 
taft yielded to the aenlaation of the vegeto mineral 
osopieties 


“OBSERVATION XX, 
~ Communicated by the fame. 


“1 WAS fent for toa patient afflicted with an 
edematous tumour on the lower eye-lid, as big as 
an egg, and turned outwards. The (welling had 
feized the whole cheek, and the eye~lid was as tranfe 
parent as glafs. The application of the vegeto-~ 
mineral water, for one night only, confiderably di- 
minifhed the Codecs “Bap and ina few days she patient 
Was cured. . 


OBSERVATION XX 


Guitmanivateds 


“Mr. CONSTRITTI, furgeon of Cette, had 
a daughter. afflicted with an opthalmia in both eyes. 
The humour was fo flaarp that it brought an inflam- 
o4 mation 
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mation on the adjacent parts.. Upon his confulting- 
me, I fent him fome of the extra@ of Saturn, and 


with it the method. of ufing it. The following is 
his account of its effects. ‘* Your extrad, Sir, has 


<¢ hada furprifing. effet on the face and eyes of my 
‘<daughter fince the day before yefterday; one. 


“ muft own its fuperiority, as a remedy. My 
«¢ daughter finee the ufe of the vegeto-mineral wa- 


‘* ter has opened her eyes, which fhe could not. 


‘© poflibly do before; and I hope this remedy will 
6¢ take off the web which remains.” 


“OBSERVATION XXIL 
Communicated. 


THE favourable accounts which Mr, Solignac 
gave Mr, Bounhiol, one of the oldeft phyficians. 
belonging to the army, of the effect of the extra@ 
of Saturn in opthalmies, induced this phyfician. 
to prefcribe it to the prior of the Benedictine monks. 
of St. Thyberi, who was affi&ted with an obfti- 
nate opthalmia: our medicine in. a fhort time con-~ 
quered the diforder. 


I cannot help remarking, that this phyfician, who. 


is an inhabitant of Valros near Pezenas, has done. 


me the honour of affuring me, that ever fince he has. 


been acquainted with my extract, he has fuccefs. 
fully ufed it on many occafions. 


OBSERVATION XXxIll. 
Communicated from La Rochelle. 


Mr. DELAN, furgeon-major in the army,. in- 
formed me, that a confrere of his frequently made 
ufe of my extract with great fuccefs; at the fame 


4 


No 


ets 


time gave mean account of a cure which he had 
made on an officer of Briequeville, who had been - 
troubled with fo violent an opthalmta, for ‘two. 
months fucceffively, that he could not bear the light. 


EXTERNAL INFLAMMATIONS. 41 


No remedy had beenleft untried : frequent bleedings 
in the arm and foot, repeated baths, different colly- 
riums, and every thing that could be thought of, 
had proved unfuccefsful. In this fituation, Mr. 
Delan’fiw him: he made ufe of the extract of Sa- 
turm with fo much fuccefs, that in a fhort time, 
to the no fmall aftonifhment of the Faculty who be- 
fore had prefcribed to him, and of all the officers of 
the garrifon, the faid gentleman was freed from the 
indifpofition he had fo long laboured under. 


OBSERVATION XXIV. 


A CHILD of. this town had been troubled 
for eight months with an opthalmia, anda {mall web 
onthe tranfparent cornea, which made light infup- 
portable, Every remedy was tried, that was judged 
proper for the diforder, unfuccefsfully : a con{tant 
application of the vegeto-mineral water pediomirl 
got cure in eight tie 


OB SERVATION XXV, 


A DAUGHTER of Mr. Rivat, merchant 
at Montpellier, was afflicted with a violent opthal- 
mia, which made light infupportable : fhe was foon 
cured by the application of my medicine. This 
lady’s father cured a perfon affi€ted in the fame 
fanner with the fame remedy. 


OBSERVATION XXVI. 


Mr. HENRY, fludent in furgery, nephew 
to Mr. Roger, firtt furgeon to his Royal Highnefs 
Don Philip, was troubled with an  opthalmia 
in both eyes ; which was fometimes fo troublefome, 
that he was unable to profecute his ftudies. “After 
trying | many. medicines without fuccefs, he came to 
me for my advice: I ordered him my medicine, 
gyi fucceeded to his wifhes. 

OBS ER- 
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OBSERVATION XXVIII. 
_Mr. SAINT PAUL, furgeon-major of the hot-- 
pital at Offend, informed'me that he had ufed with, 
great (uccels the extract of. Saturn for the cure of | 


all kinds of opthalmia, even the moft  malig-- 
nant. : : prc 


OBSERVATION XXVIII, 


THE furgeon-major of Brabant has written from) 
Spain to. acquaint me, that every opthalmia which: 
be undertakes, he cures by means of my extract. 


OBSERVATION XXIX._ 
A DAUGHTER of Mr. Valette; councellor: 


at law, was aflifed with fo: violent an opthalmiat 
‘to both eyes, that fhe ran great rifk of lofing them.. 
I ordered my vegeto- mineral water to be applied,, 
of which fhe foon found the good effedts; being; 
in a fhort time able to open ker eye-lids, and was) 
perfectly cured. atc 
OBSERVATION Xxx." — 
A WOMAN of Antibes, who fuffered much! 
from a malignant opthalmia, which had feized-the: 
globe of the eye, the eye-lids and adjacent parts, , 
confulted me. This diforder had long bafiled the» 
‘kill of the Faculty of this town and neightouriag : 
‘parts; ndtwithftanding which,.a. proper: dufe of! 
the extraét radically conquered. this diferder in ar 
week’s time. Though I had frequently been witnefs + 
of the good effects of this remedy, |, could not-help. 
being furprifed at. the fudden .curesit performed 5. 
which aftonifhed. much more. thofe.of the Fa-- 
culty who before had feen her.inifo deplorable ai 


fituation. ) ie 
OBSER=: 
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* OBSERVATION XXXI. 


Communicated by Mr. Rects, a Surgeon of this 
Toa Town. | 


~~~ MET one day a Jew, who had an.ce/ematous 
tumour on the lower eye-lid of his left eye, which 
was tutned outwards, and tranfparent: This tu- 
mour had feized the whole cheek of that fide. I 
applied that night the vegeto-mineral water, and 
the next day he was cured, 


OBSERVATION XXXII. 


~ IN the year 1747, Mr. Plantade, atd-de-camp to 

the Count of Choifeul, was cured at Genoa of an 

opthalmia in both eyes, of two years and a half 
Mlanding, by means of the vegeto- mineral water. 


OBSERVATION XXXIII. 


_ A MENTAL fervant belonging to the Duke of 
Richelieu, at Genoa, had fo violent a diforder in his 
eyes, that it was apprehended he would lofe his 
fight. He was cured by this med.cine. 


OBSERVATION XXXIV. 


Communicated by Mr, Covuras, M.D. of the 
©... Royal Society of Monipellter. | 


eT WAS affiGed with a violent opthalmia: The 
 fymptoms of the inflammation were fo confider- 
able, and the pains I felt fo great, that the moft 
- approved auodyne medicines afforded me no relief, 
“Neither the mucilage of the feeds of plilium, ap- 
_ ples: boiled:in milk, the white of an egg beat up 
With allumy oriental faffron, or any other remedy 
~ Dumade ufevof; ‘procured me the leaf eafe.  bind- 
diag that anodyne medicines were inefrectual,.1 bad 
4 aa regourfe 
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recourfe to aftringent. and. refolutive;.ones; .but 
ftill in vain, Taught by my own experience how 
little the moft approved.opthalmic remedies were 
to be relied on, I had at laft recourfe to Mr. Gou- 
lard’s extract of Saturn. I had not applied it long, 
before I found myfelf quite relieved. The pains 
which tortured me before fenfibly diminifhed, as 
did likewife.the inlammation; the volume of the 
tumefied veffels of the cornea was much leflened. 
Surprized at the extraordinary efficacy of this me- 
dicine, and fearcely giving credit to its amazing 
and immediate powers, I was determined to dif- 
continue its ufe, to fee what would be the event. 
But in a fhort time I was obliged to have recourfe 
to it again: for foon after its difufe, the infamma- 
tory fymptoms returned with their former violence. 
I again tried to calm them by the applications I ad 
made ufe of previoufly to thofe of Mr. Goulatd’s ;. 
but to no purpofe. - This determined me to have 
again recourfe to the vegeto-mineral water. I of- 
ten repeated thefe experiments, and the réfult: of 
them was always the fame. In fine, this remedy, — 
conjointly with other general ones, compleated my — 
Bune Yah yay wok 


OBSERVATION XXXv, , 


Communicated by the famep amet) 


: f +4 iE 3 
I PRESCRIBED the remedy to one of my 

brothers afflicted with the like diforder, Thinking it 
ufelefs to try any other opthalmic remedy, I advifed 
that, which had fucceeded fo well with me... But 
I was ftill defirous, bya variety of experiments, 
more and more to afcertain its powers.) Both my 
brother’s eyes were much inflamed; but one:confi- 
derably lefs than the other. Upon this, I applied 
a comprefs \dipped in rofe. and. plantain-water 5 
and upon the other.the, vegeto-mineral :, in Uutt 

eT ays. 
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days time, the eye treated with the vegeto-mineral 
water, though the moft inflamed, was perfe@ly 
cured ; but the fate of the othet was far different; 
which {till continued in its former’ fituation, till 
relieved by the other application. From hence, I 
think, it plainly appears, that both my brother 
and myfelf are indebted to this medicine for a cure. 


OBSERVATION XXXVI. 


_ILHAD the honour of being fent for, when 
at Paris, to a lady of diftinétion, who had a vio- 
lent inflammation attending the kernels of the neck, 
the palate, and its roof, with a fever. She was ex- 
tremely averfe to bleeding. I ordered her a gargle 
of vegeto-mineral water, with a few drops of 
brandy... his..immediately gave her eafe, and, 

without any other application, radically cured her 
in three or four days. 


OBSERVATION XXXVIL 


Communicated by Mr. Espinas, Majfter of 
» Arts, and Profefor of Surgery, a Confrere of 


mine. 


_ TWAS fent for to a lady who had a violent 
‘inflammation in the kernels of the neck, and neigh- 
bouring parts: the pains were confiderable, and 
extended from the corners of the lower jaw, even 
externally: fhe had not only great difficulty in 
fwallowing, but even in opening her mouth: beth 
her eyes and face were much fwelled: her voice 
was very faint, and her fever ran viel Bleed- 
ing every four or five hours, was prefcribed with- 
out effect: “as were likewife lohocks, gargarifms, 
embrocations, emollient and anodyne _ plaitters. 
“Phe bad fymptoms hourly encreafed, and. her 
life was thoughtito be in imminent danger. In 
mac Q ~ thefe 


~ 
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thefe alarming’ circumftances, I did all I could to 
force open her mouths which I was at laft obliged 
to do with a fpeculum oris. This enabled me to 
touch-one cf the kernels, which was much fwelled, 
J opened it with a proper lancet, and upon its dif- - 
charging a great deal of pus, fhe found herfelf re-= 
lieved ; the other kernel, which was equally fuppus 
rated, was likewife opened. A gargarifm of the” 
vegeto-mineral water daily advanced the ‘cure, and 
at laft compleated it: but in a very fhort time after, © 
the diforder again returned. Having obferved the 
good effedts before of the vegeto-mineral water, 
] prefcribed it with equal fuccefs a fecond time ; 
and in three or four days my patient was perfe@ly 
cured. | 


OBSERVATION XXXVIIL. 


Communicated by the fame. 


A SISTER of the above lady’s was feized 
about the fame time with the fame diforder; fhe 
aiked me for the remedy that had fucceeded fo well 
with her fifter: ‘This in a few days removed her 
complaint. 

N. B. Thefe ladies before were very fubje& to 
fore throats; but fince the ufe of this medicine 
have been entirely free from them.” 


OBSERVATION. XXXIX. ~ 
Communicated, 

ICURED_ at-Marfeilles, in’ twice four-and- 
twenty hours, a confiderable inflammation‘of the © 
{crotum, by the application of comprefles dipped in 
the vegeto-mineral water, which I renewed ‘when © 
dry :' have made ufe of this water with very great” 
fuccefs in the curing of opthalmias, | 
og oe ee OBSER-. 


». OBSERVATION. XL. 
Seeder Communicated, 


_AN inferior furgeon of the Royal Hofpital was: 
fent for to.a woman.of this town, who was troubled» 
with an erifipelatous+inflanimation in her right 
breaft ; it had been fixed there for a‘month, and was 
owing to her lying-in. An infomnium and fever: 
were the. confequences: her breaft was very much 
felled, and. very hard: the ill-chofen remedies, 
which had been before applied, gave rife to an ab. 
feefs, which of itfelf had burft in different places, 
The young furgeon forbid the ufe of emollients ; 
and fubftituted in their room cataplafms made with: 
the vegeto-mineral water. The wounds were dref-. 
fed with the pomatum eompofed of the above wa- 
ter, wax, andoil. This method was regularly 
purfued three times a day. The patient almoft im- 
mediately found eafe, the {welling grew fofter, the 
inflammation difperfed, the wounds cicatrized, and 
in a very fhort time the cure was compleated, 


, AQOBSERVATION XLL 


THE bithop of Montauban was feized, in the 
year 1753, with a violent inflammation in his leg, 
The rednefs and pain were very great, and the fkin 
was covered over with a number of little bladders, 
full of a reddifh water, Mr. Haguenot, counfellor 
at law, and profeflor of the univerfity, was fent for. 
He defired I might be confulted. This gentleman 
was-witnefs.of the» immediate relief m y medicine 
gave. the patient; forvin a fhort time this refpec- 
table prelate was able to’go abroad, and in eight 
days to.perform his ecclefiattical funGtions. 


re; ‘ ye OBSER. 
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OBSERVATION XLIL. 


Communicated by Mr. Deupurcn, M. D. at 
Montpellier. 


SISTER BLONDEL, of the Royal Hofs 
pital of St. Hippolitus, of this town, hada confi- 
derable tumour on her right knee. It extended it- 
felf half-way up the thigh, and to part of her leg. 
For five days fucceffively her pains-were fo great, 
that fhe could get no reft. Upon my feeing her, 
fhe informed me, that they had advifed her to make 
ufe of bittern’s fat; which for two days had afford- 
ed her fome relief: but the third and fourth day, 
the inflammation was confiderably encreafed, and’ 
her pains became almoft infupportable. 1 imme- 
diately ordered a poultice of bread and vegeto-mi- 
neral water; my patient flept well that. night: the 
next morning the inflammation was-abated, and the: 
pains left her. ‘The parts are very little welled, 


and have recovered their former tone and action. I 
have difcontinued the ufe of. the cataplafms, and) 


{ubftituted comprefles dipped. in the vegeto-mineral’ 


water, and a little brandy. “(his diforder had much) 


the appearance of an inflammatory rheumatifm. 


OBSERVATION XLIIL 
Communicated by the fame. 


A WOMAN had been afflicted for two months 


with a confiderable opthalmia in both eyes ; the eye- 
lids were turned outwards ; no remedy which had 


hitherto been applied could fubdue the inlamma- — 
tion. Frequent bleeding, and cathartic medicines, — 


as well as a cooling diet, had been ineffectually 


prefcribed. Sifter Blondel gave her a bottle of the 


vegeto-mineral water; which fhe made ufe of. In 
four-and-twenty hours the inflammation was abated, 


and from the fifth day the patient was cured. ie 
| OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION XLIV. 
| Communicated by the fame... 


1 WAS fent for'té a lady of this town, who 
had a very painful tumour’on her left heel; I or- 
dered the above cataplafm, which fucceeded to our 


wifhes. vy = 


OBSERVATION XLV. 

Communicated by Mr. ***, a Student in 

“ Surgery. xh | 
IN the year r75r, I was affli&ted with a vio- 
lent opthalmia, and a tumefaCtion of the caruncule 
lachrymales, with a relaxation of the mufculieleya- 
tores of the eye-lid: this caufed an involuntary 
weeping; and the humour which diftilled from the 
part was fo corfofive, that it brought on an erifi- 
pelatous tumour on the adjacent parts of the eye. 
I applied, inconfequence of this diforder, after lofing 
fome blood, the white cf an egg, diflolved in plan- 
tain and rofe-water; thinking this proper to af- 
fuage the pain, and repel the humour which caufed 
the complaint: but all thefe remedies had no effed. 
Finding my diforder too ftubborn for common ap- 
plications, I made ufe of Mr. Goulard’s miineral 
water. I had not long applied it before I experi-~ 
enced its good effects, and the fourth day | was 
perfectly cured, | 
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«Of Contufions, Burns, Gun-foot Wounds, and thé 


Aftion of the Extracé of Saturn againft thefe 
Difeafes. 


HE difeafes of which I now propofe to 


} 


fpeak, are very cemmon, efpecially in 


the army ; for the prefervation of which I am’ 
obliged, by my ftation, to be particularly in- 
terefted ; and to this end I principally com- 
pofed this work. Now as thefe diforders con- 
tinually happen, fo ought we to be continu- 
ally employed in finding out remedies proper 
for fubduing them. But left fo many dif- 


ferent fubjects fhould not be clearly under- 
ftood, by giving a detail of them in one | 


Chapter, | fhall divide it into three Sections. 
The firft thall treat of Contufions, the fecond 


of Burns, andthe third of Gun-fhot Wounds, «— 


Se OPO Nee 


CONTUSIONS, whic pathologifts 


rank among the folutions of continuity of the » 


{oft parts, are external injuries, cccafioned by 
the action of an obtufe body, which ftrikes 
or fqueezes moreor lefs violently any foft part 
of our frame; or by a fimilar action of the 

part 
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part again{t this body, whether the contufion 
is followed by a hamorrhage, or whether 
the blood is fimply ftagnated in the part 
contufed. : | 

The following effential differences are to 
be remarked: 1. The veffels of the part con- 
tufed fometimes remain entire, though they 
have loft their tone; from whence arife 
fwelling and diftenfion. 2. At other times, 
when the action or blow has been more con- 
fiderable, or fome. {mall blood-veffels are 
ruptured, the blood appears extravafated un- 
der the {kin; from thence proceeds an echy~ 
mofis, orextravafation of blood, 3. The third 
fpecies of contufion is attended with arupture 
of more confiderable blood-veffels, a great 
effufion of blood, and often without an ex- 
ternal wound. 4. In fine, the veffels may be 
bur{t, the fiefh lacerated or tore; and this is 
the cafe of contufed wounds, 

The two firft {pecies of contufions are ge- 
nerally cured by refolution; the third often 
terminates in fuppuration; as does likewife 
the fourth, which fometimes ends in a gan- 
grene. 3 | 
_ The fatal effects of contufions are more 
frequent than is commonly apprehended. 
When they are large and deep, they often 
degenerate into fordid ulcers, which are difi-; 
cult to cure. When they lie over a. confi- 
derable artery, they give rife to an aneurifm, 
or {welling therein, which may fhew itfelf 
fome. time after, Cancerous tumours too 

(ig seventy 
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frequently follow contufions’ of glandular 
parts; for example, of the breaft: a contu- 
fion which injures the periofteum often in- 
duces a caries : contufed nerves occafion. pal- 
fies: what dangerous fymptoms have ‘been’ 
oblerved to follow contuifions upon the’ head, 
breaft, and lower ‘belly! | 

But to. confine ourtelves to fuch as daly 
affeét the external parts, we know fome to 
be flight, and eafily cured; while others are 
aitended with diftrefling and dangerous fy mp- 
toms. in both the one and the other, there 
is no application whofe effet is fo fure and 
expeditious as the vegeto-mineral water 
warmed, and applied by. comprefies to, the 
part affected ; taking care to moilten them 
from time to time. When the parts:are la» 
cerated, the wound is to be dreffed with the 
cerate of Saturn (of which we fhall fpeak in 
this work); but care muft be firft taken to 
wafh them with the vegeto-mineral water. 

In thefe diforders we have been {peaking 
of, our application will certainly be preferred 
ro all others, if people will only reflect, that 
contufions, which occur in daily practice, even 
after an echymofis, are difperfed by its affift- 
‘ance alone ina few hours time. This I have 
‘Often experienced myfelf, and every one is’at 
liberty to make trial of it with equal fuccefs.: 

With regard to the action of the extra, of 
Saturn aoaintt contufions, the reader may re- 
fer to what has been faid in our Introduétion, 
and’the preceding Chapter, on the aor 
o bruow bsluiave 5, fo sisiinoo & noded 


{ 
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of the metallic parts of Lead, and on their 
powers of pafling through the pores of the 
fkin, and of removing the obftructions, tu- 
‘mours, and concretions, they meet with. The 


following Obfervations wil] helpto prove what 
I have‘advanced in this Section. 


OBSERVATION I. 


A-PAGE of the Duke of Richelieu had an 
inflamed tefticle, owing toa bruife he had received 
in riding, Many remedies had been prefcribed 
without fuccefs, and the diforder continued to gain 
ground. Upon feeing him I ordered comprefles of 
the vegeto- mineral water to be applied to the part; 
“which foon gave him eafe. “IMhe day after, the pains 
were-entirely abated, and in eight or ten days the 
cure was compleated. 


OBSERVATION It. 


~ A GIRL, about ten years old, fell between 
fome coach-horfes legs. She had received fo con-- 


fiderable a contufion on her arm, fore-arm, hand, . 


back, and thigh, that the furgeon who was called 
in, thought her life in danger. A confrere of 
mine, who was fent for before me, applied vul- 
nerary water to the parts, which caufed confider- 
able pains, as it did a fever. I was defired by a 
charitable lady to go and fee the patient: I ordered 
my liquor to be applied, which immediately gave 
her eafe, and in eight days time fhe was cured. 


OBSERVATION Ul 
Communicated. 


Mr. CURQUET, apothecary, fhewed Mr. 
‘Laborie, a confrere of mine; a contufed wound on 
D 3 the 
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the great toe of the right foot, which had been oc= 
cafioned by the fall of a large piece of wood. As a. 
cataplafm of marfh-mallows bad been already ap-. 


plied without fuccefs, he ordered one made.with 
eur remedy. ‘Ihe fame day the pains were much 
abated, and in two or three the patient was cured. 


OBSERVATION QJ IY. 


Communicated. i 

Mr. DIDIER, furgeon-major of the Royal 
Corfican Regiment of Dragoons, faw, at Antibes, 
a captain of militia, who had the great toe crufhed 
by a cart-wheel. He informed me, he had made 
ufe of no remedy but mine, having previoufly 
blooded the patient. In a fortnight’s. time he wae 
cured, 


OBSERVATION V. 


Communicated by Mr. DE Lon. 
A SOLDIER, paffing near a bee-hive, -was 


flung.by the becs, who lodged themfelyes in his . 


hair. He hurried to me, and defired 1 woujd give 
chim immediate affittance; telling me at the fame 
time, if it was not in my power fo to do, that 
he would be glad if fomebody would put an end to 


his life, feeing that it was become infupportable ; 


through the exceffive pain he felt, I applied im- 
mediately comprefles of the vegeto-mineral water, 
which I took care to wet every quarter of an hour, 
My patient found himfelf relieved in lefs than an 
hour, and the next day he was cured. 


OBSERVATION VI. 
Communicated by the fame. » off 
"A DRUMMER’s wife, of the regiment’ of 


Breffej had a.confiderable contufion on one of her 
cheeks, 
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cheeks, by a fall from acart. Limmediately ap- 
plied a comprefs dipped in the vegeto-mineral wa- 
ter, and in four days time fhe was perfectly cured. 
Mr. Delon adds, that ber hufband had ‘very much 
‘bruifed one of his ancles ; and that upon applying 
‘acomprefs of the vegeto-mineral water, he was 
very foon cured. taint et 


OBSERVATION VH. 

IN the autumn of the year 1758, during my 
ftay in the country, I faw a‘child, who had pafled 
before a bee-hive, where they were taking honcy. 
‘Both his face and head were much ftung, and his 
fituation was very diftreffing, I applied the fame 
remedy, and he was cured in a fhort time, 


“Ops taey AT) ON OWE. 


SOME years ago a countryman fell from the 
top Of a wall: he was carried home very much 
bruifed, and unable to move without confiderable 
pain. He had been attended for two days by a 
furgeon,; but neither himfelf or friends thought 
the applications anfwered their expectation, They 
had then.recourfe te a phyfician of Montpellier, 
who. had been often witnefs of the efficacy of the 
extract, of Saturn in bruifes: by his defire I fent 
him fome ef it, and informed him how it fhould 
be ufed upon the occafion. I have learned fince, 
that in afew days after, the bruifes and bad fymp- 
toms difappeared. ; 


OBSERVATION IX. 
” } _ Communicated. 
! _1-HAVE experienced the admirable effects of 
the extract of Saturn againft bruifes, in many voy- 


ages at fea, where the failors are often expofed to 
thefe accidents... 
gedeaticn D 4 oo ha 
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OBSERVATION X. © 3 


Mr. LAGARDE, valet-de-chambre to the Che- 
valier de St. Prieft, by a fall from his horfe received 
acontufion on his breaft and fore-part of the 
fhoulder. Lavender-water and brandy with foap 


were applied to the part; and then a plaifter, — 


which remained there for above fix weeks; upon 
the falling off of which, many red {pots were per- 
ceived upon that part, and the adjacent, ones: they 
were become of the tetter kind, and caufed a con- 
fiderable itching. Upon his calling on me,I gave 
him fome vegeto-mineral water, which cured him 
ina fortnight, though he applied it only twice a- 
day. 


OBS ER VATION) -Xlbs1 med 


Communicated by Mr. ******, Student ig 
Surgery. 1A 


ON June 14, 1756, walking along the Mall, 
I received a blow from a ball, on the gaftrocnemit 


and folar mufcles. “The blow was fo violent, that 


it caufed the rupture of a great many veflels, and 


confequently a contufion and echymofis. As foon 


as ever I got home, I applied a cataplafm of the — 
‘vegeto-mineral water and white bread ; and in three 


days time I was perfe@tly cured. 


Ea 


SECTION Hi.» 


THE name of Burn is given to the 


change of the human body, which follows 


the application of fre. This change confifts 
in the fudden deltruction of the veffels of the 
burned 
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burned part, and in the extravafation, coa- 
gulation, and d:Mfipation ofthe humours. 

Burns are not only effected by contact with 
real fire, as that of a flaming hot coal, buc 
alfo by contaét of fubftances folid or fluid, 
which contain a great quantity of fiery parti- 
cles ; fuch, for example, as hot iron, boiling 
oil, water, gunpowder, &c. suis 

‘The fymptoms of burns are reduced nearly 
to thofe of inflammation; but a great diffe- 
rence is to be obferved in their degree. 

“1, Sometimes the action of the ‘fire does 
not reach deeper than the cuticle, and mu- 
cous fubftance below. In thele flight burns,. 
a number of blifters arife on the part, be- 
come red, and occafion an itching fenfation; 
and. by the feparation of the epidermis from, 
the fkin, the extremities of the nerves are 
left naked. Pain now commences, and of- 
ten with fome degree of intenfenefs 5 but ail 
thefe fymptoms vanifh in a fhort time, and 
Nature effects a cure by renewing the out- 
ward {fkin. 

_ 2. A burn becomes more confiderable, if 
the action of the fire has penetrated to the 
fkin and fat ; for then heat and pain are highly. 
encreafed, together with a drynefs and hard- 
nefs of the, burned part, which is immedi- 
ately covered with little veffels, flied with a 
yellowifh humour. Wye rp we 
3 In the moft violent burns, not.only the 
epidermis, the. fkin, and fat, are deftroyec, 
but the membranes, mufcles, veficls, and 
” UZ | Vem 
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even the bones themfelves are confumed 3: 
and in the place of the live parts, there te 
mains a black infenfible flough; in a word, 
a dead mafs. 7 
It is eafy to conceive, and-experience faf-' 
ficiently proves, that the effects of burns va- 
ry, according to the diverfity of caufes, Boil-” 
ing oil makes more confiderable’ impreffion 
than boiling water. A’ burn from pitch or ro- 
finis {till more to be feared. Red-hot iron, 
which touches gently, as it pafles the body, 
leaves lefs traces than when it is ftrongly ap- 
plied for a confiderable time: aqua-fortis, 
gunpowder, different fpecies of cauftics, pre- 
duce different burns. TAD: EO RIR YES 
ft is effentially neceffary to remark the nae 
ture and extent of the parts of the body 
which have fuffered from fires: for it is evi- 
dent that the danger is more or lefs great, 
according to the ftructure and ufe of the — 
parts burned, and the more or lefs {pace fuch 
parts occupy. ‘Phe temperament and “con= 
ititution of the patient ought alfo to weigh 
with us, in forming our opinion of thofe dif. 
eaies. In general, the deeper the burn; ‘the - 
more is to be apprehended from it. © 
The remedies againit burns are extremely 
numerous. Every one, if I’ may fo fpeak, 
has one peculiar to himfelf: but without 
entering into a fuperfluous detail, I will only 
mention the admirable effects of the prepa- 
rations of Lead in burns. Before the extract’ 
of Saturn was known, I have feen able. fur- 
geons 


| aed 
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geons make ufe of an ointment of Lead with 
great fuecefs on thefe occafions.. Imyfelf had 
occafion to ufe it happily for Mademoifelle 
Sybille, who had a confiderable burn on her 
face and neck, to. which one of my col- 
leagues had made applications before, which 
irritated the parts fo much as to bring on a 
violent fever : I applied the ointment of 
Lead, which inftantaneoufly affuaged the 
pain, and compleated the cure in a fhort 
time. 

Our method of cure in thefe complaints; is 
very fimple; it confifts in the application of 
comprefies, dipped in the vegeto-mineral 
water, on the part which is burned. If the 
ovtward teguments remain unbroken, we need 
only: keep the comprefies conftantly moiften- 
ed with the above water; if the burn is 
deeper, if the teguments are injured, and 
there is a wound, little pieces of fine line, 
may be applied, covered with the ointment 
of which we fhall give an account in the 
Formule; taking care to cover the whole 
with conipreffes dipt in the vegéto-mineral 
water, which muft be moiftened from ume 
teatime. By this means of. proceeding, the 
pains are not only immediately calmed, but 
ate difeafe. radically cured.. 


OBSERVATION I. 


cGommtisivorel by Mr. Menvrer, M.D: 


A CHILD of twelve years of age had his arm, 
| fore-arm, and the right fide of his breaft burnt by 
D 6. fome: 
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fome fcalding broth, which a fervant had let fall Up=s 
on him: the parts became of a fhining red; the 
pains were as great, as.the {marting was infupport-. 

able. Having examined the patient, I immediately ~ 
fent for the extract of Saturn ; but, in the mean 
time, ordered the parts to be fomented by com- 
preiles dipped in vinegar and water, which contri-. 
buted a little to eafe the pain. Upon getting the, 
extract, I foon made the vegeto-mineral water, with- 
which [ continued to foment the parts. till they. 
were healed ; which was foon after the application, 


OBSERVATION IL 


Communicated by Mr. Souaxres, Student of « 
Phy fick. 


Mr. SOLAYRES, during the vacation, whilft 
he was at his own houfe, near Cahors, informed: 
me, that he had cured a man, with my remedy, ~ 
who had been burnt by boiling water. He adds,, 
that nothing had been able to calm the violence of — 
the paim but the vegeto-mineral water, which ine 
flantly had the defired effe&. 


OBSERVATION III, 
Communicated by M. De Sainte CoLomnr,, — 


Surgeon, at Toulon. 


SOME days ago, I was burnt jn the leg with 
hot greafy water: the accident was foon followed. 
by an inflammation. I applied different remedies, 


to abate the bad fymptoms; as, the cerate of Ga. aki 


len, &c. but ineffectually. At laft, having re- 
membered, during my ftay at Touloufe, in the - 
houfe of Mr. Taillard, major-furgeon of St James’s ~ 
Hlofpital, that he frequently made ufe of the extra@ 
of Saturn with very great fuccefs, | mixed fome _ 

| of 
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ef it with common water, which,- after three 
oF four applications, cured me. I can alfo affuse 
you, that I have feen furprifing effects from the 
bougies of M. Goulard, on the patients of the faid 
hofpital, and upon a man of fortune in the city of 
‘Fouloufe, who had tried before thofe of Mr. Da- 
ran; which he did not find anfwer fo well as thefe, _ 
of which I have heard many eminent in the pro- 
feflion, cfpecially Mr. De La Pougade, fpeak with 


the greateftencomiums. 


_ Thefe few Obfervations, added to thofe 
which treat of Burns caufed by gun-powder, 
in the next Section, may appear fufficient to 
induce at leaft the practitioner to try the eff- 
cacy of the extract of Saturn againft burns: 
its ufe is not fo much to be dreaded as that 
of aftringent and ftimulating remedies; nor 
are there the fame inconveniences attending 
it, which refult from emollients, from plaifters 
which are termed defenfores, from black. , 
foap, and many other topics; whofe bad ef- 
fects, to my great furprize, have not engaged 
the mafters of the art to feek a more effica- 
cious remedy. 3 ) | 


eC re O Naif, 


THERE are few fubje&s in furgery 
which merit more attention than fuch as treat 
of gun-fhot wounds, By thefe wounds are 
underftood fuch as. are made by a ball, or 
any other hard -body, forced from the cavity 
of fire-arms by the explofion of gun: powder. 

| The 
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The bad effects of wounds from fire-arms” 
may be confidered in three different points of — 


view. 41. 1f any part of our body is. injured: 
by an explofion of powder, nothing but.a 
burn will enfue, which will be more.or .lefs 
violent, according to the quantity of powder: 


exploded, the force with which it-has ftruck 


and penetrated. the parts, and the extent and 


nature of the parts burnt.. 2. Balls, or any 
other body, fent out of fire-arms, do not al- 
ways caufe wounds, but fometimes only con- 
tufions, which are in general much to be 


feared, whether they are confidered only in 


themfelves, or with refpect to the fhock and 
commotion, which are often communicated 
from the contufed part to the whole frame. 

. The violence with which fire-arms expel 
the folid bodies pent up in them, may enable 
us eafily to comprehend why the wounds 


which follow them are fo frequent. A view 


alone of thefe wounds is fufficient'to prove 
how dangerous they are in their nature: their 
lips and furface are not fmooth and uniform, 


as in thofe made by a fharp inftrument, but 


the flefhis bruifed, unequally tore, and jagged. 
But it would detain us from our préfent fub- 
ject, to give a long detail of the difference, 


{ymptoms, complications, and effects of thefe — 


difeafes, | 


Now it is very certain, that nothing is lefs” 
fixed, or more undecided, than:the methods: 
which. have been and are’ now-ufed «in the* 
treatment of gun-fhot wounds: Some,-as® 


Mr. 
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Mr. Ranby, an Enelifh Surgeon, recommend 
foftening with oi] the firft drefling ; others, 
which is much the fame, ufe emollient ca- 
taplafms. This is the general method, when 
they are attended with inflammation. Some 
make ufe of aromatic wine, when there is a 
contufion and tumour: a practice which fuf- 
ficiently agrees with the indication which 
ought to be fulfilled. Others, again, make 
ufe of {pirituous medicines, which may be of 
fervice when mixed with other ingredients; 
but which, I believe, are always injurious 
when’ applied alone, even in cafe of a morti-. 
fication. 
_-T would not have fpoken fo decifively 
again{t the bad confequences of the common 
practice of treating this f{pecies of wounds, 
had I not been well convinced of them. — Ie 
is one of the mott interefting: points in fur- 
gery, which we fhould by no means overlook, 
by fuffering ourfelves to be mifled by former 
practice, inftead of confideringe how to im- 
prove uponit. — 

The infalhibility of the good effects of the 
extract of Saturn will fecure the praétitioner, 
who fhall prefcribe it in the treatment of eun- 
fhot wounds, from the errors. which attend 
the other methods hitherto adopted on the 
like oecafions; for I am not afraid to affert, 
“that ina fhore time after the application of 
thts medicine, the accidents ufually atrend- 
ing thefe complaints, fuch as inflammation, 
fwelling, 8c. will be diminifhed. I am 
“t , alfo 
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alfo thoroughly. perfuaded, that by a proper, 
attention in the application of our medicine, 
the cure of many gun-fhot wounds might be: 
effected, which are ranked: amongtt: thofé’ 
which require amputation. However, I do” 
not pretend here to fpeak of fuch as are 
caufed by violent fhocks, and attended with 
a lofs of fubftance in effential parts, injuries. 
of the bowels, &c. | iad 
What a confiderable lofs do his Majefty’s: 
troops fuffer, by the non-application of this 
extract, both in the field and hofpitals, where 
the wounded fwarm? We have negleéted_no- 
thing to make it public, and the moft fa- 
vourable experiments have juftified our Opi- 
nion :. yet by an inconceivable infatuation, its” 
ufe is by no means fo general as it ought to 
be. Why have not. modern authors, who 
have written ex profeffoon gun-fhot wounds,. 
and the manner of treating them, had cans 
dour enough to acknowledge the infufi- 
ciency, or rather the danger, of the moft 
generally received proceffes? If they would 
only take the trouble to make trials of our 
application, the good effects of which we 
cannot fufficiently extol, perhaps they would 
be forced to declare in-its favour. | 


OBSERVATION 1 


THE bifhop of Caftres, who has made ufe of. 
my remedy for many years, in his diocefe, for the_ 
poor, has done me the honour to tell me, that a_ 
man, who had his whole bedy burnt with gun-- 

siping  ~ powder, 
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powder, from theintenfe pain, threw himfelf into a 
river ; but he was fearcely come out again, before 
the pains returned upon him with great: violence. 
When all other remedies had been made ufe of 
without.effect, this prelate cauled comprefles of the 
vegeto-mineral water to be applied to the part. He 
was imthediately freed from. his fufferings, and 
cured ina few days. This fame gentleman like- 
wife informed me, that be had preferibed this re- 
medy with the fame fuccels to one of his domettics, 
who had by fome accident burnt his leg. 


OBSERVATION IL 


Communicated by Mr. Souter, Surgeon-major 
of the Regiment of Bigorre. 
tin fie PORAL was burned with gun 


powder, from the head to the epigaftric region. 
The two fuperior extremities had likewife fuffered, 
and his face was fo disfigured, that he could not 
be known: He was blooded as often asis ufual on 
fuch occafionss but nothing was applied except the 
vegeto-mineral water: he was regularly drefled 
three.times a day, and I took care to keep the 
comprefles moiftened with the above water. In 
five-and-twenty days my patient was cured without 
any ugly {car. 


OBSERVATION II... 


A PROTESTANT Minifter, who had 
received a piftol-fhot on the fuperior part of the 
fore-arm, was conducted to the Citadel of this 
town. He was attended by Mr. Vatre, mafter- 
furgeon at Paris, and furgeon-major of the Norman 
regiment, who were unanimous in applying com- 
prefles dipped in the vegeto-mineral water to the 
part, thinking this method would be the moft efii- 

cacious 
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cacious to fubdue the inflammation, and prevent a 
return of the hemorrhage, which was to be feared + 
this being accordingly done, the inflammation was 
abated before the next morning, and on the fourth 
day my patient was in a fair way of doing well. 


OBSERVATION Iv. 


THE fon of Mr. Cavalier, a lawyer of this 
town, had part of his face burnt by a rocket. The 


eye was fo much affected, that he was in danger of « 


lofing it. I applied the cerate of Saturn to the part, 
and comprefles of the vegeto-mineral water over the 
whole. Soon after, the {welling abated, and the 
tenth day my patient was fo recovered, that there 


was not a fingle grain of powderto be difcovered in 
' the fkin. : 


OBSERVATION VY. 


Communicated by Mr. Dexon, Surgeon-major 


of the Regiment of breffe. 
A GUNNER, during the time he was 


ramming a cartridge into a cannon, was fo un- 
lucky as to have the powder take fire ; and being at 
the mouth of the piece, he had half the fore-arm 
and hand burnt. The fhock was fo great, that he 
loft all fenfation in the part. Icontented myfelf 
with ordering the ar.1 to be continued in a bath of 


the vegeto-mineral water, and fome fpirits of wine, — 
for fix hours fucceffively. \ The day after my_pa- - 


tient was dreffed with the cerate of Saturn, and in 
fourteen or fifteen days he was cured, N. B. Pre- 
vioully to my applying the cerate, I covered the part 
with comprefles dipped in the above water. 


OBSER- 


CONTUSIONS, BURINS,/&, 67 


needed 
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Communicated by, Mr, Brucuisret, of the Re- 
giment of Tour-du-Pin. 


AN officer of the Crown Regiment was wounded, 
at the affair of Crevelt, by a ball, which entered the 
middle and external part.of the arm, and. came out 
on the other fide, without injuring the bone. Every 
thing that is ufually done on the occafion,- was done 
for, him... _It. was his, lot, to fall into my hands, 
and { cicatrized both wounds in a fhort time, by 
the. application of the vegeto-mineral water, A 
comrade,of his, who lay in the next bed, and was 
-under the care of an affiftant-furgeon, had the fame 
‘kind of wound ; but feeing his yet remaining open, 
petitioned to have privately given him fome of that 
excellent white liquor, which had contributed to 
cure his comrade in fo fhort a time. I refufed 
it, left it fhould come to the knowledge of the 
affiftant-furgeon, who certainly would not have 
thanked me: however, through compaffion, I 
ventured to give him fome of it, which he made 
ufe'of every morning, after his ufual drefling. He 
was cured in twelve days. 


OBSERVATION VIL. 


On the Cure of a Fiftulous Ulcer, in confequence 
of a Gun-foot Wound. By the fame. 


ONE REJOUL, ferjeant of the Regiment of 
Chartres, received a wound with a ball on the ~ 
upper and external part of the thigh, which en- 
tered the fcrotum, and came out two fingers 
from the great trochanter, without injuring the 
bone, About fix weeks after this accident, he was 

, brought 
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brought to the Hofpital of Andérnaft, where Tae. 
tended him. I found that the wound, which had? 
been made by. the entry of the ball, was becomes 
fiftulous. I afked the patient, whether injections s 
had been made ufe of? He informed me, that the: 
wound had often’ been injected with barley-waterr 
and honey of rofes. From thence I refolved to ine : 
je& fome of the vegeto-mineral water, which IT 
compofed myfelf. After the fourth inje@ion, there = 
came out a piece of bis breeches cloth, and’ tie } 
day following the wound was cicatrized. I fawe 
the patient on his return from the baths, three : 
months after, and he informed me that the wound | 
had never broke out, 4 


eb. 


ea 
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J 


terete ter rcreteronctote teres 
nies 20 SS BE Ip MBO ofp. 
dn the Uje of the Extrad of Saturn in Ex- 


ternal Suppurations, and particularly in Ab- 
feeffes and Ulcers. | | 


J E now come to fwppurations ; difeafes 
wy which are ascommonasthey are often 
atal. We underftand by external fuppura- 
tions, all thofe which, by figns, denote that 
one or more parts of the body has fuppu. 
rated, whether the pus is ftili concealed, or 
whether it difcharges itfelf. This furnifhes 
furer grounds for our diagnoftic. 

The fkin, mufcles, and, above all, the fat, 
are the principal feats of external fuppura- 
tions ; but they often attack other parts that 
are fufceptible of inflammation, fuch as are 
the membranes, aponeurofes, tendons, peri- 
efteum, &c. | 

_ The fuppuration of every part is generally 
preceded by a greater or lefs degree of in- 
flammation; and by this, chiefly, is a judg- 
ment to be formed of the violence of the 
fuppuration. | 

Although it has been faid, with a great deal 
of reafon, that fuppuration is the work of 
Nature, itis not lefs true, that it may be 
retarded or promoted by art, according to 
the choice which is made of the medicine: 


propes 


2 A : 
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proper for the occafion. This choice is not” 
{o indifferent’as° is’ generally imagined, and?’ 


often gives rife to many inconveniences. This 


fubject being fo very important, requires our’ 

particular attention. + 
_ Emollients, on which wefufficiently dwelled 

in fpeaking of Inflammations, are adopted 


by practitioners with at leaft equal inconveni- 


ences, in the greater part of threatened fup=! 
purations. They tread the beaten path, frony 
which they think ic unfafe to depart ; bura’ 
clofer examination will prove to us'the infufe 
ficiency andthe danger of thefeemollientap= 
plications, in the cafe now before us, ig 

But to attempt to perfuade the generality” 
of Surgeons not to overwhelm, if I may» for 
fpeak, an inflamed part, which tends to fup- 
puration, with relaxing and ripening>cata- — 
plafms, is to fpeak a language entirely con=_ 
trary to theirideas.. But-what will they fay, 
if I demonftrate to them, that without: any: 


opening, the purulent matter confined in ther 
abfcefs may be carried off by refolution and © 


tranfudation; I do not hefitate to publifh 


thefe facts, though in appearance very fur= _ 
prifing, becaufe they are confirmed by int — 
numerable experiments. It may therefore — 
be looked upon as atruth, that. the extract — 


of Saturn, applied in its different forms on 


— 


the fuppurated part, penetrates to the mat- — 


ter, and by avery fingular aétion caufes thro’ 
the pores of the fkin a difcharge of pus, 
which is found upon the different drefiings; 

. by 
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oy, which means, without coming to any 
operation, thefaid pusis. by degrees-difperfed, 
and the patient perfectly. cured. No other 
reafon can be given for this phenomenon, 
than by admitting the metallic -particles to 
have a peculiar power of dilating the pores 
of the folid parts which furround the mat- 
ter, and fo far attack and attenuate it, as to. 
render it capable of pafling through thefe 
pores. A point of this importance requires 
fome attention in reiterating the experiments, 
which have fo well {ucceeded with me; and 
we cannot doubt of the efficacy of this ap- 
plication in inflammatory cafes not yet 
brought:to fuppuration, fince it has been at- 
tended withfuch duccefsin actual {uppuration. 

‘The view of the furgeon, in drefling ul- 
cers, ought to be, to reduce them to a fim- 
ple wound; and this is attained by deterfion: 
after which: ulcers, like wounds, wantonly a 
regeneration of flefh and fkin. ‘The ebjeét 
of our work:is not to enter here into difcuf- 
fions, which are often fruitlefs, concerning 
the manner of tne growth of flefh, and for- 
mation of fkin; but ftopping at fomething 
more folid, we will remark, that in the treat- 
ment of ulcers, practical furgery has very 
little uniformity. One ufes the ointment of 
Galen, when the ulcer is) recent and: pain- 
ful; others the balm of Arczus alone, or 
mixed with bafilicon: others, in fine, diffe- 
rent ointments, digeftives, plaifters, &c. 
Now it appears that the relaxing ointment, as 

ie | that 
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that of Galen, blunts the action of the vef. 
fels, on which alone the cleanfing and heal-’ 
ing the ulcer depends; from whence follow 
proud flefh, ill-digefted matter, &c. The 
ether ointments, by a powerful irritation of 
the found veffels, add too much to their 
active power ; from whence follow inflammia- 
tion, copious fuppurations, and fometimes a 
mortification ; or at leaft they confiderably 
retard the cure. 

If thefe different circumftances are feri- 
oufly confidered, we fhall be convinced, that 
in treating ulcers and fores, the choice of - 
medicines ought to turn upon fuch as encreafe _ 
the elafticity of the veffels without irritating 
them. This is the effect of the extraé of 
Saturn, which, if applied either as a wath, or 
in the form of an ointment, as appears in the 
Formulz, prefently alleviates the pain of 
the moft fenfible and malignant ulcers, fa- 
vours their fuppuration, renders fluid the 
ftagnant humours in the obftruéted veffels, 
and quickly brings the moft obftinate ulcers 
to cicatrize. | 

What I have here advanced is founded up- 
on a thoufand obfervations and cures, that 
have been made both in our hofpital and 
others. Befides, my practice is not very dif= 
ferent from that of the Hofpital of La Cha- 
rité*at Paris; for Mr Faget the Elder, a 
furgeon of very great merit, affured me in 
the year 1751, that he conftantly ufed in that 
hofpital, for the dreffing of fores and ulcers, _ 

the © 
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the Tripharmacum ointment, whofe baiis is- 
well known to be Lead. _ b a9 

_T own, notwithftanding, that the effects of 
the moft approved applications ‘cannot cor- 
rect a corrofive (uppuration in a patient whofe 
blood is infected with a virus, againft which 
the known remedies have little or no effect: 
For in thefe cafes the greafe is melted, 
finus’s and burrows are formed. But even in 
thefe, our metallic remedy excels all others, in 
calming and curbing the acrimony of the fup- 
puration, in alleviating the cruel pains it ex- 
cites, prefcribing at the fame time limits to 
its bad effects, and taking off the bad f{mell 
which is exhaled. Thus, though the evil it- 
felf is. incurable, great benefit may accrue 
from its application. 

I come now to the different methods that T 
daily follow, and have always followed, in the 
dreffing of ulcers, beginning with fuch as are 
fimple and recent, and then going to thofe 
which are antient, callous, painful, putrid, 
ftinking, and corrolive. 

_ There is nothing more eafy than the dref. 
fing of fimple ulcers; I mean fuch as are 
occalioned by the opening of an abfcefs; for 
thefe we make ufe of wafhes of the vegeto- 
mineral water, and of injections of the fame, 
waen they are deep; we wer the piedgets 
and firft comprefs; and cover the former 
with the cerate, as in the formule ; we drefs 
the fores twice a-day; and by purfuing this 
method, the difeafe is foon conquered. 


Ic 
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Tt is not the fame with old, foul, bleeding, 
horny, and fetid ulcers ; they obftinately re-, 


fift ordinary applications, and even the beft 


aed 


af 


prove ufelefs, without the indifpenfible pre-., 


cautions we take in their treatment. If we 


attend to the nature of thefe ulcers, and their, 
offenfive and corrofive fuppuration, we fhall 


be able to judge of the difficulty of their 


cure ; for if they are only drefled twice a-day, - 


this chrfalive fuppuration deftroys and de-.. 


vours, I may fay, in a few moments, the 


action of the moft excellent applications. = 
Having learned from experience, that the. 
extract of Saturn, mixed with common wa- .. 


ter and brandy, in the quantity that will be 


mentioned in its place, is not only fovereign | 
in preventing putrefaction, cleanfing, refolv- 
ing, calming; but has the moft fingular 
virtue of blunting the acrimony of the moft. 
bloody and corrofive fuppurations; I cannot - 
think any other remedy can with equal fuc- _ 


cefs be applied to the cure of old ulcers. I 


drefs with the ointment I have already men- — 
tioned, taking care to wafh the ulcer with 
the vegeto-mineral water a little warm, with . 


which the pledgets and comprefies are to be 


wetted, and to moiften every hour the ban- — 


dages eich the faid water, 


By following this method, I have not outs 


cured the moft obftinate Ae inveterate ul- 


cers, but many others of the profeflion have _ 


met with equal fuccefs, as will’ be feen in the 


Obfervations. But I muft here anticipate an _ 


objection 
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jection that will neceffarily be made.me, 
ind of which I amfenfible myfelf. 

There are ulcers, which are looked upon 
is drains, by which the blood is purified; and 
which give rife, when attempted to be cured,. 
Qa reflux of vicious matter into the mafs, 
he confequence of which is much more to be 
lreaded than the ulcer itfelf. This difficulty, 
eing founded upon experience, appears at firtt 
inanfwerable; however, I dare affirm that 
t makes nothing againft the method which I 
ractife. It is certain, in the treatment of 
enereal ulcers, with medicines that have not 
n anti-venereal quality, we only obtain an il- 
afory cure; and though we make the ulcer 
ifappear, we cannot eradicate the caufe. It 
s equally certain, that irritating applications, 
spellers, and others of that nature, cannot 
ontribute to heal old ulcers, without giving 
ccafion to.a reflux of vicious matter into the 
lood; and I am well perfuaded, that but 
very little of this offenfive and corrofive 
latter muft produce the worft effeds. But 
v¢ reproaches which thefe remedies we have 
een {peaking of fo juftly merit, cannot te 
iven to our metallic one. It does not aé& 
y repulfion, nor does it occafion any reflux 
f matter, as it fets in motion the flagnated 
umours which choaked up the edges of the 
cer, and produces an external fuppuration ; 
gently ftimulates the found fleth, adds to 
s fpring, and cleanfes, at the fame time 
iat it blunts the acrimony of bad {uppura- 
; E 2 tions. 
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tions. Thus the pains are abated, and all 
the bad fymptoms, which generally attend 
malignant ulcers, which it effe€tually cures, 


by deftroying the caufe, which 1 fuppofe — 


TO BE LOCAL, What Ihave here advanced 
is founded upon fifteen years experience; fo 
T think it may be depended upon. 
However, I do not pretend to banifh, in 
the treatment of ulcers, the general or parii- 
cular remedies proper to deftroy the viru- 
lence that may be found in the blood, and 
which is often the caufe of bad fuppurations, 
But in general it is worth while remarking, 
that old and callous ulcers are commonly 
produced by the neglect of fome. incon- 


iiderable fore at firft, or of fome inflamniation. 


that had come to fuppuration; which by bad 
treatment often degenerates Into an incurable 
ulcer. Now we are not afraid to affert, that 


our metallic remedy is as fovereign in thefe 


kinds of ulcers, as mercury is in the venereal 


difeafe,; nor have we ever feen any bad effects” 


from it. I thought this preamble neceffary, 
to deftroy antient prejudices, which are fo 
deeply rooted in men’s minds, and which it 


is no eafy taik toremove. I now come to. 


the Obfervations. 


SECT: 
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Be a Mb Whee Wi 
OBSERVATION IL 


Communicated by Mr. EsPINaAs: 


Mr. DURAND, a cutler of this town, went 
to Mr. Efpinas a pupil of mine, to affuage the 
violent pains of an ulcer, which extended from the 
middle of his leg to the lower part of the malleo- 
Jus internus; an infupportable cadaverous {tench 
iffued from it, and the edges were hard, callous, 
and turned back ; the whole was of a livid colour, 
bordering upon black: the patient had been trou- 
bled with it for forty years, during which time 
‘many furgeons had undertaken the cure. “The 
violence’ of the pain did not fuffer him to enjoy> 
‘any eafe day or night; he was incapable of any 
exercife, and never quitted his bed, but to be 
carried into his chair, Mr, Efpinas, who had 
daily been a witnefs of the good effects of our 
remedy, in the Military Hofpital, did not hefitate to 
make ufe of it. He drefied the patient after the 
manner already defcribed; in three hours time the 
pain was abated, and in four-and-twenty gone off. 
‘The fmell of the pus changed by degrees, and 
ceafed to be offenfive. In fhort, in lefs than two 
months, the ulcer was deterged, confolidated, and 
cicatrized, without any inconvenience to the pa- 
tient; who is now as able to attend his bufinefs,, 

as ever. 


OBSERVATION ITI. 


_ One MEJAN, a fervant, came to confult me 
about a fcrophulous, fordid, and fetid ulcer, which 
he had under his right ear. I looked upon the 

E 3 ulcer 


| 
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ulcer as venereal, and in confequence, ordered 


him to bathe it, and ufe mercurial frictions; 


which, inftead of relieving, encreafed the diforder, 


‘This ulcer continued to corrode the adjacent © 


parts ; it penetrated to the internal part of the ear, 
and the cheek of the fame fide: he was drefled with 
our cerate, and the vegeto-mineral water, with 
which the ulcerated part was wafhed many times a 
day, over which comprefles were laid wetted in 
the fame, This remedy diminifhed the pain, but 


not the ulcer ; upon which the patient was obliged _ 
to goto Bareges; from whence he returned, after 


along ftay, without being cured. Upon his ar- 
rival at Montpellier, he came again to confult me. 
{ told him that my remedy was beft adapted to 
his cafe, but at the fame time, that great attention 


was to be paid to the dreflings, which ought to 


be very frequent. By following my advice, he had 
the fatisfaction of feeing the ulcer gradually dimi- 
nifh ; and in fix weeks time he was perfedly 
cured, ks 
Since the writing of this Obfervation, many 
ulcers have appeared in different parts of his body, 


as upon the fhoulder, neck, and head; in which _ 


part the bones are difcoverable for a_confiderable 


extent. Our medicine always effected the cure of — 
this evil, although unaflifted by a regular regimen. 
It is true, that a fmall ulcer yet remains, and — 


many more are to be apprehended; but as the 
fource of the evil confifts in a vicious ftate of the 


blood and juices, it will eafily be allowed that the — 


credit Of our medicine will by no means be hurt 
upon. that account; fince it has brought about, 
both in regard to this man as well as many others, 
every thing that could be reafonably expedled 
from it. 2 | 


OBSER- 


~ 
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OBSERVATION Ill. ~ 
One ANTHONY FABRE, a foldier in 


the royal regiment of cavalry, came to the hofpi- 
talin the year 1756, to be cured of twoulcers; 
~ one of which was feated on the pofterior and mid- 
_ dle part of his right leg, the other on the upper 
and internal part of his right hand. 
‘Thefe ulcers were of the moft malignant kind, 
- with very callous edges ;, and the fuppuration was 
of fo bad a quality, that it corroded all the neigh- 
- bouring parts: That on the leg had deftroyed part 
of the mufculi gemini; and the one,on the hand, 
‘the mufculi interoflei. .The matter had penetrated 
through the hand ; the flexor tendons of the fingers 
were laid bare; the patient fuffered excruciating 
pains; and the whole was horrible to the eye. 
He told us, that fuch had been his fituation for 
two years paft, which gave reafon to fufpeé that 
- it proceeded from a fcrophulous habit of body ; 
many furgeons had undertaken his cure; and his 
pittance being fpent in fearch of it, he refolved to 
get inte the hofpital. | | 
~-Tordered “him to be drefled according to my 
ufual method: the ulcer was injected with “our 
‘Jiquor, and.the pledgets covered with the cerate ; 
the compreffes, dipped ‘in the Veveto-mineral water, 
were often moiftened, and the dréfings coiftanily 
changed twice a~day. In eight ‘days, there was/a 
great change for the betters but the patient having 
given fome reafon to fufpeét, that. they might 
“have been produced by a venereal caufe, I. pre- 
pared him for the frictions by a proper bath. 
- Before the ufe of the mercury, the cure was much 
advanced, and compleated before the mercury took 
effect. Many, who followed me in my vifits,-were 
furprifed at this cure, and were no lefs fo at the 
celerity with which it had been performed. 
E 4 OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION IV. 7 
Mr. RYMBAUL, purfer to the king’s fhips,. 


came tome in the year 1755, to be-cured ‘of an 
ulcer in each leg, with which he had been afflicted 
for twenty years paft, and had hitherto been deemed. 
incurable. Thefe ulcers were of the malignant 
kind; their edges hard and callous, the fuppura- 
tion very offentfive; and the whole was attended 
with violent pains, an inflammatory heat, and 
tumefaction. I treated this patient in the fame 
manner I had done the former, except the mercu- 
rial frictions: and Fown fhould have been fur- 
prized with this cure, had I not been eye-witnefé 
of the former. In fix weeks he was perfectly well, 
-and-able to return home. 


OBSERVATION YV., 

A SOLDIER of the regiment of Burgundy 
had been afflicted for feven years with an ulcer: 
ia the middle part of his leg. Its edges were 
hard and callous; he had. been falivated without - 
fuccefs; but by a methodical dreffing, fuch as we . 
have above defcribed,.the ulcer was perfectly cured: 
In a very fhort time. 


OBSERVATION VI. 


A WOMAN with child had fome confider=. 
able ulcers round the vulva, which caufed infup~ 
portable pains, that no medicine could calm: 
Being well aflured they were not venereal, I pre- 
fcribed my medicine, which gave her eafe, and 
performed the cure. 


OBSERVATION VII. 


A DRUGGIST of Genoa had an inflam- 
matory ulcer on his leg, of a long ftanding. I 
| cured 
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cured him in eight or ten days -by the ufe of my 
medicine. 
OBSERVATION. VIL. 


Mr. DUBRUEIL, lieutenant-colonel of the 
regiment of Belloy, defired I would pay a vifit to» 
the major of the fame regiment, who had five 
fcrophulous ulcers in his arm, atiended with creat: 
inflammation. They had been drefled for feveral 
years, without alteration for the better. I under- . 
took the cure of this patient, whom I treated as 

the former. He foon found eafe:. in ten days four 

of the ulcers were cicatrized ; and the fifth, which 
was ficuated on the protuberance of the fhoulder, 
was cured in fifteen. 


OBSERVATION IX, 
Communicated. 


Mer. BRUGUIERE, furgeon of Saumiere,, 
has informed me by a letter, that after treating 
‘without fuccefs a fcrophulous ulcer for, three 
months fucceffively, he at laft very foon conquered 
it, with the affiftance of my remedy. 


OBSERVATION X. 
Communi cated.. 


Mr. ROLLAND, furgeon-major of the 
regiment of Mailli, told me, that he had cured im 
afhort time, with my medicine, an ulcer, attended 
with a caries, which had originally proceeded from: 
a whitloe, and:had baffled the {kill of agit’ fur 2 
geons for nine months. 


OBSERVATION ee 
Communicated. 


Mr. SEGUI wrote tome from. Spain, that 
bid iy the fame’ means cured the farmer-gen=- 
| Es pad 
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sal of his Catholic Majefty of ulcers in his leg, 
with which he had been affli&ted for above twenty 
years, and which had difabled him from walking. 
Mr. Segui adds, that he had not only brought the 
above ulcers to cicatrize, by means of the extract 
of Saturn, but had alfo been witnefs of the patient’s 
making ule of his legs, which he had not been able 
to do for many years paft. 3 


OBSERVATION ‘XII, 


Communicated. 


/Mr. REGIS, a furgeon of this town, faw a 
girl of nine years of age, of a very delicate con- 
ftitution, who was troubled with a tumour on her 
neck, as big as one’s fift. He made ufe of every re- 
medy he thought was proper to difperfe it; dread- 
ing its coming to fuppuration, and leaving a fiftu- 
Jous ulcer, which is generally the confequence. 
But notwithitanding his care, the tumour fuppu- 
rated ;.and upon opening it, he difcovered many 
fchirrhous glands. The ulcer could never be brought» 
to cicatrize, upon account of the flefh, which was — 
become flaccid and fungous. The matter it dif 
charged was thin, and its acrimony brought an — 
inflammation on the part. After two months 
drefling, two puftules appeared, which contained a~ 
yellowith corrofive fluid: the ulcer, whofe borders 
_ were become callous, and like thofe of malignant 9 
ones, fpread further. Barege, lime-water, and every 
thing elfe, was made ufe of without fuccefs. This. 
induced Mr, Regis to have recourfe to the extract _ 
of Saturn; ~which, in feven or eight days, gave the 
wound a different afpect, and healed it in a very 
fhort time. 


OBSER- _ 
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OBSERVATION XII. | 


Communicated by Mr. Divizr, Surgeon-major 
of the Corfican Regiment of Cavalry. 
*.A SOLDIER, who had a carious ulcer on 
“the leg, has been cured by the extract of Saturn, 
after evety other medicine which could be thought 
of had failed. Being well convinced that my 
patient had no bad humour in_ his blood, I put 
him under a proper regimen, and ordered him to 
keep his bed: I purged him from time to time, 
and took ¢are to remove all the proud fefh from 
the fore, which I wafhed three or four times a day 
with the extraét, modified according to the’ ftate 
of the ulcer; whofe afpect was hideous, when I 
firft undertook the cure.. The officers, who had 
determined to difcharge this man as one incapable 
of fervice, were witnefles of the cure, with no 

{mall degree of aftonifhment. | 

OBSERVATION XIV. © 

Communicated by Mr. Becon, one of the princt- 
pal Surgeons of St. Hippolitus s Hojpital. 

. HAVING been witnefs, at the Royal Hofpital at 
Montpellier, of the furprifing effects of the extract 
of Saturn, L thought a proper opportunity offered 
of trying it on a caries, which attacked the right 
fide of the lower end of the bone of the leg, and 
-which had. fpread to the head ef the firlt bone of 
the metatarfus,; and to the third bone of the tarfus; 
this caries was accompanied with many finufles, 
along the upper part of the foot. I injected the 
extraét of Saturn without modifying it, and applicd 
it to the bones by means of pledgets. The fuc- 
_ eels was fo. fudden and affonifhing, that [thought 


mytfelf bound to make the particulars known. 
E 6 OBS-E R- 
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OBSERVATION XvV. 


Communicated by Mr. Brusurere, Surgeon 
major of the Regiment of Tour-du-pin, 


A SOLDIER of the- regiment of Mailly had 
been troubled, for four or five years paft, with a 
cancerous ulcer, which occupied all the anterior 
part of the leg, with a tumefaction of the middle 
part of the tibia. I gave him a bottle of the vegeto- 
mineral water, and defired him to, wet the com- 
prefles, when he found them dry; and, as he had’ 
the advantage of being near a ftove, he warmed the 
water. My patient followed punctually my or- 
cers; in about four or five days, I perceived the 
edges of the ulcer much cleaner, the bottom red, 
and the vacancies filled up with good flefh; and 
that, by perfeverance, he was in a fair way of be- 
ing cured. In fine, aftera month’s application of 
this medicine, he was not only freed from this 
ulcer, but likewife from the tumefa@ion of the 
tibia. Of this faé&t Mr. Laroque, phyfician to 
the army and to the hofpital at Duifbourgh, was. 
an eye-witnefs. ‘This phyfician could not help 
mentioning the cure; and attefled it by a me- 
moir, which Ifent to Monf. De Paulmy, then 
feeretary at war, who did me the honour to write 
me adetter upon the occafien, which. I til] pre- 
ferve. 7 


I was not afraid of advancing in the pre- 
jude to this chapter, that my medicine had _ 
often proved fuccefsful in difperfing abfcefits,, x 
after they had fuppurated, The following; 
Obfervations will help to prove what I have 
faid upon the occafion, | 
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OBSERVATION I. 


Of an Abjfcefs cured by Refolution. 
Onz ANTHONY MONTON, foldier of the 


regiment of Haynault, in Denin’s company, came 
to the Royal Hofpital, with a bubo on the groin 
as big as one’s filt: the fluctuation was very dif- 
tinct. A cataplafm, made with bread and the vegeto- 
mineral water, was applied to the grievance. Soon 

after a very copious difcharge of pus was perceived 
_ upon the dreflings: the tumour daily diminifhed, 
and in a month’s time was entirely difperfed, 


OBSERVATION IL 


On the fame fubjed. 


A SOLDIER of the regiment of Vaftan came 
to the Royal Hofpital. with a venereal bubo, which 
bad been Jong dreffed with every medicine that was 
_ thought proper to difperfe it. Local friQions had 
been made ufe of; but nothing could. prevent its 
fuppuration. The fluctuation was very difting 
when he came to the hofpital. As I had often feen 
many of thefe tumours difperfed by my medicines, I 
applied a cataplafm made with bread and the 
vegeto-mineral water. In four-and-twenty hougs 
time the flu@uation was fenfibly diminithed, and 
in a very fhort time the refolution was beyond all 
difpute. Some phyficians, and many ftudents, were 
witnefles of this fact. I faw the fame thing happen 
foon after to a foldier of Bearn. 


I have advanced nothing here, which can-. 
not be witnefied by others of the Faculty, 
Mr. Bounhiol, M. D. has juft informed me, 
that he has cured by refolution, with my re- 

: 3 medy, 
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medy,‘* many buboes in the groin and arm- 
‘¢ pits, where the fuppuration was eftablifhed.” 
Thefe are his own words. 


Sf Cri Ory ia, 


On the Aition of the Extralt of Saturn on 
Fiftulas and fiftulous sinuffes. 


WHATEVER isthe nature of the 
matter of an abfcefs, and-in whatever part of 
the body it is found, a difcharge is always to ~ 
be encouraged and promoted by incifion; for 
when it has been lodged: for.any time, it 
never fails to open a paffage to thofe parts 
where it meets with leaft refiftance. Now 
as the oppolition from the fkin is much greater 
than that from the parts below it, it is not 
furprifing that matter, which has no external 
vent, fhould attack the adipofe membrane, 
and the mufcles themfelves ; thereby otca- 
fioning finuffes, hard tumours, callofities, 
and fometimes a caries of fuch bones as are 
found near it. | 

A judicious practice might prevent thefe 
accidents, which too frequently attend the 
common methods of cure. To this end the 
ufual applications, in inflammations, muft be 
abfolutely laid afide, and ours fubftituted in 
their ftead, either in a cataplafm, lotion, or. 
otherwife. By this means the inflammation 
may be removed; or, if fuppuration cannot 
be prevented, it may be at Jeaft confined to 

| narrow 
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narrow bounds. When this laft is the cafe, 
we muft lofe no time in procuring a difcharge, 
by an opening proportioned to the quantity 
of the pent-up matter; that done, our cerate | 
is to be applied, and the wound wafhed with 
the vegeto-mineral water, in which the com- 
prefles are to be dipped: by this method it 
will be foon cicatrized. 


OBSERVATION I. 


One CHARLESHERBILLON, called 
the Tulip, a foldier of the regiment of Soiflonois, 
had three fiftulous ulcers; one in the middle of 
the coronal future of a confiderable extent, the 
fecond on the middle part of the right parietal bone, 
and the third near the coronal future ; the bones of 
each were vifible. Thefe three ulcers were owing to 
encyfted tumours, which had broke of themfelves, 
The patient was free from any venereal taint. I 
ordered lotions to be made of the vegeto-mineral 
water, and the cerate to be poured into the finufles, 

. with which the pledgets were covered ; the patient 
was drefled twice a day, and he took care himfelf 
to moiften the dreflings. He was cured in three- 
and-twenty-days. 


OBSERVATION It. 


SOME years ago a foldier came to confult 
me fora fiftulous ulcer, which he had in the in- 
fide of his hand: this ulcer was attended with many 
 finuffes, and proceeded from a fuppuration, which 
had Jaid bare the flexor tendons of the fingers. 
The inje@ion of our liquor, and the application 
of the cerate, cured him in lefs than fifteen days. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION III. 


ANEPHEW of Mr. Guifcard, Commiflary 
at War at Genoa, had been afflicted for many 
years with a fittula, which penetrated one of the 
maxillary finus’s. It was owing to the drawing of 
a tooth. It was injected for a month with the ve- 
geto-mineral water, and cured. 


OBSERVATION IV. 
Communicated. 


Mr, REGIS, furgeon, of this town, was fent 
for to a lady, who had a fiftulous ulcer in the in-. 
ferior and internal part of the leg, which had been 
occafioned by an erifipeias,, which had fuppurated.. 
The patient had kept her bed for fix weeks, and. 
would never confent to have the ulcer laid opens. 
There were many callofities round its edge, and a 
confiderable tumefaction. Having introduced a, 
probe into the fiftula, a fanious matter was dif- 
charged ; and three finus’s were difcovered,. of three 
fingers breadth each, which ran in different direc- 
tions. As an incifion was not approved of, we 
were obliged to keep the wound open by tents. 
Mr. Regis then made ufe of my extra&, which he 
injected; but thinking this method tedious, he had. 
recourfe to the green balfam, and Bareges water: 
but he was foon obliged to lay afide thefe remedies, 
and return to mine, on account of an erifipelatous 
inflammation, which he difperfed very foon with 
the vegeto- mineral water. He had foon after the 
fatisfaction of feeing the bad fymptoms difappear, 
and the ulcer cicatrize. . 


OBSERVATION V. 


Onze TOULOUSE, fervant to the Count de 
Montcan, was troubled with an incompleat fiftula,, 
: which 
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which had its opening outwards, about a finger’s 
breadth from the margin of the anus. Having pra 
pofed the operation to him, he told me, he could 
fubmit to no remedy which would oblige him to 
keep his bed; but that he was willing to try any 
one that would not interfere with~his bufinefs. I 
judged from experience, that he might reap fome 
“benefit from injections of the vegeto-mineral.wates, 
the application of the pomatum, and compreffes 
dipt in the extra&t of Saturn. The remedy fuc- 
ceeded to our wifhes, as will appear by the account 
he has fentto Mr. Savage and myfelf. 

“© Not having itin my power to obferve the pro- 
‘‘ per hours for the dreflings, I took. care when I 
** went to bed, to apply a comprefs dipped in the 
** jiquor. I perceived. that it continued daily to be 
** lefs covered with pus, and that in proportion to 
*< my application of this water, the fuppuration di- 
‘* minified: it was even ftopped in fifteen days time, 
** and I was juft well when I was obliged to ride 
‘© poft ; but by perfevering in the ufe of this me- 
s¢ dicine, I found myfelf pefectly cured, notwith- 
«< ftanding I had rode one hundred and fifty miles.”” 


OBSERVATION VI. 


Communicated. 

I CURED, at Marfeilles, a girl of a fiftula in 
the bottom of her foot, which fhe had had for five 
years, by repeated injeCtions of the vegeto-mineral 
water, and a comprefs dipped in the fame. The 
cure was performed in twenty days. 


CHAP. 
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CFA Pp Ty, 


On Cancers, whether occult or ulcerated, and of 
the Atiion of the Extratt of Saturn againft 
thefe Complaints. | 


I T is a received opinion among phyficians 
and furgeons, that external applications 
are -ufelefs, and generally dangerous, in the 
treatment of cancerous tumours,’ This opi- 
nion is adopted by practitioners of the higheft 
reputation. Mr. Van Swieten, in his Com- — 
mentaries on the Aphorifms of Boerhaave, 
declares himfelf of Hildanus’s ‘opinion, 
whole Obfervations prove, that plaifters of 
mucilage and melilot, mild as they are, aug-_ 
ment the rednefs and pain of a cancer as of- 
ten as applied. This obfervation, fays the 
illuftrious Commentator, juftifies the apho- 
tilm of Hippocrates, who teaches us not to 
attempt the cure ‘of occult cancers. We 
likewife find in Hildanus, and in other Obfer- 
vations, anumber of examples which confirm 
the truth of Hippocrates’s opinion. 

This opinion, fo univerfally adopted, is the 
caufe of thefe unhappy fufferers being left a 
facrifice to the moft horrible pains, which no — 
medicine can calm, and which frequently 
conduct them to their graves. From hence 

one 
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one may judge of what importance it would 
be to difcover a medicine, capable not only 
of relieving, but even of curing this other- 
wife invincible and cruel diforder. Now I 
have the comfort to think, that I have dif- 
covered fuch a medicine in the extract of 
Saturn, applied in the different forms which 
are fpecified in the following Obfervations. 
The effects which I have feen, and thofe 
which my brethren have experienced, entitle 
me to affirm it; and I beg thofe of the pro- 
feffion to examine its effects without preju- 
dice. It is no new fyftem to apply the pre- 
parations of Lead in ulcerated cancers; every 
ene knows how ftrongly they have been re- 
commended, and this confideration alone 
feems. to indicate their ufe in occult ones; 
éfpecially during their commencement. The 
reafons which forbid plaifters, and other ex- 
‘ternal applications, are of no force when 
urged againft the ufe of this extract, by 
way of lotion, or cataplafm; becaufe fo far 
from dfhutting up the pores of the fkin, ic 
helps to open them; very far from heating 
. the difeafed part, it cools it; far from exaf- 
perating and irritating, ic helps to quiet. 
Again, by getting to the bottom of the 
grievance, it gives motion to the infpiflated 
and ftagnated fluids, without any inconve- 
nience refulting from it; and if the applica- 
tion is continued, the cancerous tumour is 
obferved to difperfe, or at leaft it gives eafe 
to the patient, which is no {mall point gained. 

: 7 But 
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But we are not to neglect internal remedies 
during the external ufe of the extract of Sa- 
turn. I look upon this remedy, with refpect 
to the greater part of external complaints, 
and particularly for the treatment of fchir- 
rhous tumours, as 1 do the preparations of 
fteel for the removing of obftructions and 
complaints of the bowels; or thofe of mer- 
cury for the venereal difeafe ; but wich this 
diftinétion, that the efficacy of the different 
preparations of Lead is more to be depended 
on than thofe of fteel for fchirrhous tu- 
mours and obftructions,..which every one 
knows often bafle them... 

I fhall place at the head, of my Obferva- 
tions. on this fubject, a letter written to the 
wife of the Intendant of Languedoc, by a 
lady of her acquaintance, who had applied 
my remedy to the cure of a cancer, with 
which the was afflicted. | 


OBSERVATION I. 


‘¢ THE extra&t of Saturn, Madam, does won- 
<< ders: pray fend me fome more of it. The po- 
** matum has likewife been of great fervice. I was. 
*¢ at firft afraid of the pure extract; but though it 
‘© has been applied only twice, it has done all chat 
*‘ could be reafonably expected, fothat now the 
*¢ wound is clean and fenlible.” 


OBSERVATION. H. 
I WAS fent forto Agde, to two religious wo- 
men, one of whom had an ulcerated, the other an 


occult cancer. The firft of thefe cancers indicated: 
the 
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tive operation, but a confiderable tumefa@tion of the 
- axillary glands rendered it unfafe. Depending on 

the efficacy and activity of my remedy in removin 
obftructions, I applied it in form of a cataplafm, 
and undertook the operation, which the patient 
bore with great refolution. When the fuppuration 
was eftablifhed, and I obferved a favourable change 
in the glands, I returned home. Soon after, Mr. 
Cofte, a pbyfician of this town, who attended them 
conitantly, and was thereby a judge of the effects 
of my medicine, wrote to me the following letter. 
_ “Our religious continues well, is grown fat, 
** and does not find any: inconvenience in adhering 
“ ftritly to the rules of the convent. She con- 
** ftantly takes afs’s milk, morning and night. The 
‘* wound of the breaft is clofed of itfelf, withoue 
<< being attended with the leaft bad confequence ; 
“<< and, thanks to your remedy, the axillary glands 
<6 are void of fwelling; which you know was not 
“ the cafe before the operation. 

“© As to fifter D’Auby, the cataplafms made 
‘* with the vegeto-mineral water, which have been 
‘‘ continued for thefe fix months, have entirely 
‘* difperfed the {welling of the glands; and it is 
‘* only at certain times that fhe finds any incon- 
“* venience from them ; which is fo trifling, that I 
“* make no doubt but a continuation of the above 
“* cataplafms, for fome time longer, will foon re- 
*¢ ftore her to her former ftate of health.” 


OBSERVATION If, 


Communicated by Mr. Auincry, Surgeone 
major of the Fort du Brefcou. 

NOT long ago I cured, by means of the ex- 
tract of Saturn, two occult cancers in two perfons 
ef diftinction. Some time before I undertook a 
third, which afflicted’ a perfon about four-and- 


twenty 
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twenty years of age. In fifteen days time the tus 
mour was confiderably diminifhed, and foon after. 


entirely difperfed. 
OBSERVATION IV. 


. Communicated, : 
Mr. PECHAGUT informs me from St. Ni- 


cholas de La Grave, that he works miracles with 
my medicine ; and among the numberlefs cures he 
has performed, that one is very remarkable: It was. 
on a child, who had a cancerous ulcer on its cheek, 
on which Mr. Pechagut applied our vegeto- mineral 
water ; by which means the ulcer was confolidated 
in twelve days, to the no fmall aftonifhment of 


every one, 
OBSERVATION: V. 


Communicated by Mr. Divier, Surgeon-major 
of the Royal Corfican Regiment. 


DURING my flay at Antibes, I was defired 
to vifit Mr. Merle of this town, who was afflicted 
with a cancer, which was partly ulcerated and 
partly occult. {£ covered the pledgets with the 
pure extract of Saturn; the comprefles were dipped 
in the water, and | took care to wafh the ulcer well 
with it. Ina few days there was a change for the 
better. Being obliged at that time to join my re- 
giment, I left. the patient ina fair way of doing 


well. 


OBSERVATION VI. 


THE under-cook maid belonging to Mr. Le 
Prevot, about fourteen or fifteen years of age, had 
a confiderable tumour in one of her breafts, which 


was very hard, and of an unpromiling appearance. 
| she 
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She was, brought.to me. I ordered cataplafms of. 
bread, and. the vegeto-mineral water; by the re- 
newal of which three or four times a-day, fhe was 
cured ina fortnight. 


OBSERVATION VII. _ 


T HE daughter of one Henri, a gardener, about 
twelve or fifteen years of age, had received a blow 
on one of her breafts, which had given rifeto a 
conftderable tumour. I ordered cataplafms , of 
bread and the vegeto-mineral water, and in ten or 
twelve days fhe was cured. 


OBSERVATION VIII 


~ OnE JANE DE RIUSSE, wife of Vedel, a 
baker of this town, in about her forty-fixth year, 
had been afflifted with a {chirrhous, unequal, fhin- 
— Ing tumour on her left breaft for fome years paft ; 
but the had paid no attention to it, on account of 
its indolence. On the ftoppage of the menfes, it 
_ turned to an occult cancer. In four or five months 
it made fome progrefs ; and pains, from which fhe 
had been hitherto free, now began to torment her, 
and at laftto be very fharp and piercing. She 
‘fhewed it to me, and feemed the more diftreffed at 
her fituation, as fhe had before confulted Meffieurs 
Chaptal, Peliffon, and Giraud the Elder, my con- 
frere, who all looked upon it a confirmed cancer, 

The. effects which I had feen my metallic re- 
medy produce, in many fimilar cafes, induced me. 
to prefcribe a cataplafm of bread and the vegeto- 
mineral water, which I ordered her to. renew 
three or four times in. four and-twenty hours, and 
to obferve a proper regimen; to take herb broths, 
and thin whey in the morning. The patient, after 
a fhort time, found herfelf better; fhe fhewed me 

the tumour, which I found diminished ; and though 
fhe 
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fhe negleéted both the application of the cataplafm 
and the regimen I .had_ prefcribed, I perceived a 
g¢adual diminution of the evil; the pains left her, 
and in about two months fhe was perfectly cured. 
R'E’ F LE CT PO'n. 
From this Obfervation, joined with many 
others, confequences may be drawn of the 
moft beneficial kind; for they ferve to prove. 
by experiments, how much thofe are, and 
have been, to blame, who forbid external ap- 
plications on cancers, whether in their com- 
mencement, or after they are confirmed. 
But the greateft advantages of all are their 
methods of cure. We cannot fay too much 
to prove our affertions, feeing our opinion 
contradicts that of the greateft men; and 
that it is by obfervations and reiterated ex- 
periments only, we can bring others to the 
fame way of thinking with ourfelves. 


OBSERVATION IX. 


By Mr. Broquenop the Y% ounger, A..M. and 
Student in Surgery. 


A SOLDIER, of the regiment of Burgundy, 
came to the Hotel Dieu at Montpellier, affliGed 
with a hard inflammatory tumour on the pofterior 
and lower part of the right thigh; it extended. 
three or four fingers breadth above the ham, and 
about an inch below it. The furgeon of the ward 
examined the tumour, and feeing it did not tend to. 
refolution, he applied a cataplafm of bread and | 
water. ‘his was continued for four days without | 

any 
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any vifible alteration, as it neither difperfed, nor 
_ looked as if it would come to fuppuration : on the 
contrary, it rather feemed to grow harder, which 
determined him to apply refolvents. He then or- 
dered a plaifter.of Vigo, mucilage and diabotanum. 
This was continued for eight days without any di- 
minution of the tamour, which he likewife pump- 
ed with bran-water : but all was ineffectual. A cas 
taplafm was then applied of bread and vegeto-mi- 
neral water, which had fo good an effect, that in 
a week’stime the tumour was fo far difperfed, that 
there was not the leaft mark of it remaining, 
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On Sprains, Stiffnefs of the Foints, and Relax- 
ation of the Ligaments; and of the Effet of 
the Extra& of Satura on thefe Diforders, 


I. Stiffnefs of the joints may be occa- 
fioned by a redundancy or thicknefs 
of fynovia, or that fluid which Nature has 
provided to keep them fupple. This may 
proceed from various caufes, both external — 
and internal. I fhall not enter into a detail of 
them, as the only object I have in view is to 
mention fuch facts as may prove of fervice 
to the Gentlemen of the Profeffion and their 
patients. | 
Tt is allowed on all hands, that a redun- 
dancy of this fluid, when once fixed, is not — 
eafily removed ; and itis equally certain that 
the applications hitherto made ufe of to dif- 
p2rfe it, have often proved ufelefs: and that 
in courfe of time, its hardnefs and confift- 
ency render the difeafe abfolutely incurable. 
Our application is the true fpecific for ef- 
fecting a refolution of this kind of tumours, 
efpecially in the beginning, In the courfe 
of a long praétice, I have always ex perien- 
ced it to be effeétual in cafes where this fluid 
was thickened, whether in the joints or in- 
3 volucra 


SPR pl FN sey 99 
volucra of the tendons, even when the fharp 
nefs. of the humour had cccafioned gouty. 
fwellings. However, what I have advanced 
is not grounded on my own oblervations on-. 
ly, but on thofe of many practitioners; as. 
will afterwards appear. Before I enter upon 
the facts. which | have to mention, I think 
myfelf obliged to declare, that we owe to the 
- Marefchal.de Richelieu the perfection.of the 
remedy which we employ for the cure of. 
fuch diforders in the joints as are occafioned 
by the thicknefs of the fuid lodged in their 
cavities, The addition of foap to the other 
ingredients of the pomatum, of which we 
fhall give an account in its proper place, was 
invented at. Genoa by that illuftrious noble. 
man... It was with this pomatum I made a 
cure, 1n the year 1748, of which I thall give 
a detail, and which is one of the moft iur-- 
prifing of the kind that was ever performed.. ° 

_ 2, Our remedy is alfo admirable ia all 
cafes where the ligaments of the articulations 
are relaxed, whether the caufe which pro- 


duced that relaxation be external or internal, 
general or particular, &c. . 

3. Every body knows what is meant by 
the word Sprain: it is a violence offered to 
the ligaments ofan articulation by an exter- 
nal caufe; fuch as an.effort, a fall, a blow, 
ec, A fudden tumour always enfues, pros 
portioned to the force with which the caufe 
acted,‘and to the quality as well as number 
of the ligaments which fufler. I have often 


i 2 had 


4 
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had occafion to fee in my practice, that the 
common external applications ufed in thefe 
cafes augmented the pain, whilft ours -con- 
ftantly relieved it, and effected a cure in a 
few days. It is very neceflary to obferve, 
that there is nothing more oppofite to {prains, 
than the application of fat, oily fubftances ; 
fuch, however, are always ufed: hence the 
{welling remains, and the joint is weakened 
by a long difeafe, and excruciating pains are 
felt on every change of weather. ra? 
4. Before we come to the Obfervations, 
xt may be expected that I fhould fay fome- 
thing of luxations: but as this would be 
wandering too far from my prefent fubject, 
] have referred the detail of it to the end of 
this Chapter, contenting myfelf to obferve 
here, that my remedy is fuperior to all 
others in diminifhing the inflammatory fwel- 
ling, which is the neceflary confequence of 
‘Juxations from an external caufe. ; 


OBSERVATION JI, . 


Communicated by Mr. Gautier, Mafer-Sur- 
geon at Aix in Provence. 


» NOT long ago, one of my confreres and myfelf 

faw aperfon of feventy years of age, who had a 
-fpurious anchylofis, We made ufe of Mr. Gou- 
_lard’s_pomatum, and pumped the vegeto-mineral 
water on the part affected; by which means the 
cure was compleated in three weeks. 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION It. 
Communicated by Mr. Cremovx, an old Sur- 
~ geon of the Dauphin Regiment. 

I WAS fent for toa young man, who had 4 
confiderable tumour on one of his knees : it fpread 
itfelf over the whole articulation; where I was 
obliged to make many incifions. By bathing the 
part with the vegeto-mineral water, and applying 
the pomatum, the diforder was perfectly cured, 
though of along ftanding. 

OBSERVATION Il. 
Communicated ky Mr. Roser, Majer in Sur- 
dul sastaw ET): | | 

A YOUNG LADY had been afflifed for fix 
“Months. paft, with a fpurious anchylolis, and. cu- 
‘taneous ulcers. This difeafe had feized that parc 
,0f the leg where its articulation is with the foot, and: 
-all that of the tarfus. Many remedies had been pre- 
‘feribed without fuccefs; and fhe had no other pro- 
{pect than that of being bed-ridden for the reft of her 
life. In thefe melancholy circumftances, I had re- 
courfe to Mr. Goulard’s medicines, as to my laft re- 
fource ; which I made ufe of by. pumping, fomen- 
tation, and-bath. The fuccefs far exceeded our ex- 
pectations ; for in. a few days my patient was free’ 
from all her complaints. The motion of the joint: 
is again reftored, and the ulcers-have difappeared 


OBSERVATION IV.. 
Communicated by Mr. Bourquexop; my Cons 
Frere, of. Montpellier... 
JATTENDED a foldier who had an an- 


’ chylofis, which took its rife from an extravafation of 
. 4 fyne- 
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fynovia, or mucilaginous juice: he was cured in 
three weeks by Mr. Goulard’s medicine, to which 
I added fome grains of fal ammoniac. » - 


OBSERVATION. V,... 


Communicated by the fame. 


I WAS fent for to a young Jady, who fora 
long time had been afflicted with a fpurious anchy- 
lois, which had hitherto been treated without fuc- 
cefs: L cured her in three weeks by the applica+ 
tion of the vegeto-mineral water, and a cataplafm 
made with the above water, the four refolutive 
meals, and the powder of camomile, mellilot, and 
{al.ammoniac, | ea ew 


OBSERVATION Vr°.** 


I SAW a gentieman at Genoa, who, in con- 
equence of a fit of the gout, had an anchylofis 
on the knee. I ordered him to pump the part with 
the vegeto-mineral water; he found himfelf much 
better in fifteen days, and was forced to make ufe 
“of a crutch half a foot longer than the one he had 
-ufed before. | ' 


OBSERVATION VIL 6 
Communicated by Mr. BourQuEnop. > 


_IT WAS ient for to a young lady, who had a con- 
fiderable {welling on the articulation of the knee, 
accompanied with a painful tumour about the 


bignefs of a hen’s ege, and very like a large tu- 


&f> 
mefied gland. Many remedies had been, unfuc- 
cefsfully tried for a month paft: in feven or eight 


days time; by the application of the cataplafm de- — 


-{cribed in Obfervation the fifth, the fwelling and 
hardnels were diminifhed 3 and in a Very fhort time 


this 


~~ 
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this lady, who had before lof the ule of her legs 
a as well as the did before her ponipeaiaie 


‘OBSERVATION VIII. 


Communicated by Mr. Rovx, Surgeon- nigger 
of the Regiment of Vastan. 


A YOUNG LADY {trained her foot fo vio- 
lently in walking, that fhe was obliged to be carried 
home... Her foot was immediately put into fome. 
vegeto-mineral water, and comprefies were app: lied 
to ‘the part, dipped in the fame; in two days time, 
aa was perfectly cured, | 


oMr. Roux wade, that on “many Hike occa~ 
fions he had ufed the Re oor water 
with the greateft fuccefs. 


ai 


OBSERVATION ie, 


oes CHEVALIER DESQUILLES, fon ‘of 

the Marquis:De.Mefplez, of Pau in Bearn, page 
to the Duke of Orleans, beingoat play with his 
companions; in’ one of: the rooms of the Palais) 
Royal (this room was parquetted: and waxed over): 
made a conSderable effort by an extenfion of ‘his: 
legs, the one from the:other. The ligaments 

which confine the head of the femur inits focket? 
received fo confiderable an injury, that the pa-. 
tient, through the excefiive pain he felt, was ‘oblig=: 
ed to be carried up to his chamber, Mevtfieurs Fa-* 
get and Marfolan, two eminent furgedns,) wetee 
fent for; nor was any thing {pared to give: their: 
_ patient eafe; they attended him for above fix» 
months without fuccefs; and as his pains contimu-) 
ed to encreale, it Was ae proper to ferid him. 
4 ‘to 
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to Bareges.. At firft, thefe waters feemed. to res 
lieve him; he then went to his father’s houfe, 
when his pains, during the.winter, returned upon. 
him with. double violence. This determined him to 
have recourfe in the {pring to the faid waters: but 
they only ferved to add to -his fufferings; upon 
which he was carried to Montpellier in the year 
1749... A confultation was there held of Mef- 
fieurs Lazermés and Serane, phyficians, and Mr. 
Lamorier, my confrere, and myfelf. The follow- 
ing is an account of his fituation: When he lay 
down; the difeafed thigh was longer than the 
other; it was Continually bent, and could by no. 
means be moved, without caufing great pains ir 
the flexor mufcles. The part was cold, and it 
was with difficulty that any warmth could be com- 
municated to it. The patient could not move it 
without affiitance, and even then felt excruciat- 
ing pains both in that part and the leg; he was 
unable to put his foct to the ground, as he was 
‘to waik without crutches. Having examined the 
part, we found the head of the femur had been. 
forced out of its acetabulum or cavity,, without 
being above its level: this was apparent from the 
inequality of length in the limbs, efpecially when 
the patient was put into certain. pofitions. Ie 
muft likewife be obferved, that the part was con- 
fiderably wafted. | 
We confulted what was beft to be done for him in 
this fituation ; all prefent declared him incurable 
notwithftanding, it was vaguely propofed that he 
might try the baths of Balaruc: he was attended 
by a furgeon of his own; who defpaired, like the 
reft, of his recovery. Upon this, I propofed a trial 
of my remedies ; and the furgeon confented, having 
orders from the patient’s father not to negleé& any 
thing which mizht contribute to his fon’s recovery. 
In-coafequence of this; I ordered a bathing-tub to» 
, be 
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be got ready, in which I placed my patient twice a. 
' day, that -he might more conveniently receive the: 
pusiping of the vegeto-mineral water obferving 
at the fame time to make very-gentle extenfions of 
the li:nb, backwards and forwards: during the- 
fall of the wacer,. the. part-was rubbed ;. then my. 
Saturnine plaifter was applied,. and a warm clotiy, 
upon the whole. By a repetition-of this conttantlyr 
twice a day, the patient. foon: found himfelf re- 
lieved ; he began to move the difeafed limb without: 
any xffittance, the pains diminifhed, and the na-+- 
tural warmth: of the part was re-eftablifhed. Inv 
fifteen days time he was able to put his foot to the: 
ground, and in three weeks- to walk. without? 
crutches. The ufe of the plaifter was continued. 
for about fix weeks, at the end of which my pa-- 
tient ‘returned home, very happy wich bis fitua-. 
tion. Some years after, 1 received aletter from: 
this gentleman, which, as it gives a full derail of 
the cure, I cannot here pafs over in filence: it 
was to the following purport.. ‘* You. have no- 
« doubt forgot an unfortunate poung man, whoit 
“you attended for fome time. at Montpelher, and: 
‘¢ who found himfelf much relteved by your re- 
*¢ medies. You know,.on my arrival there, ‘I: 
s went upon crutches;. and~ by your afittance: 
s© was able to put my foot to the ground,» 
e which I found before impracticable. Since: 
‘“that time L have continued mending. and the: 
« clays-of Ax, which you prefcribed me in: con~- 
<jun@tiion with others of the Haculty, oom plear- 
seed my. cure. It is trues. L- eontiitued lame 3: 
sé but was. able to walk without a flick, and g9’ 
*¢ through a good deal of exercife.. “Fhis was my? 
«© fituation for near five years, and it is only dur-2 
ing thefe fix months paft that it is altered,” 
“The part is waited, and the limb is become’ 
‘¢fhorter than the other. But. fill, with ald shia 
42 Fg °S difproe 
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*¢ difproportion of the parts, it is incredible how 


little I limp, as it is fcarcely perceptible-when 
[emake ufe of a high heels I fuffer-at times, 
and more fo fince my arrival at Thouloufe. ‘I 
do not know whether Iam to attribute this 
change to violent exercife. » I have given’ my- 
felf much to hunting, running, and leaping. 
This is my prefent cafe; I hope you will be fo 
good as to give me your advice. WES 
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OBSERVATION X00) 
Communicated. 


Mapnam DE LA GOMERCINI, 4 Ge-* 
noefe lady, had been troubled from her childhood | 
with a relaxation of the capfular ligaments of her 
deft thigh. The diforder had been increafing for 
Aiteen years paft; and fo much fo, that’ the mo- 
tion of the part was infenfibly leflened. The 
weaknels was fo great, that fhe was unable to fup- 
port herfelf; as fhe likewife was either to walk, 
tit down, or get up, without affiftance. “Though — 
the diforder had originally been of a long ftand- 
ing, it was only for the fix or feven lait years 
that itbad made any confiderable progrefs, When 
{had the honour of attending her, in company 
with two Genoefe phyficians, I ifound her pains 
exceffive, and the whole thigh confiderably ema- 
ciated: For many years paft, this lady had con- 
fulted the meoft eminent of the Faculty, in dif- 
ferent parts of the world, had made trials of various 
beths, and of many other remedies, without finding 
edvaptage from any. Having carefully examined 
the pan, I found, that the h-id of the femur was 
detplaced, and lodged upon the mufcles of the 
buttock, which made that limb fhorter than the 
evaer by about four fingess breadth. I concluded, ~ 
a ale 
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after having examined, the.,grievance, that. by a 
relaxation of the ligaments of the part, the mul- 
cle.of the buttock had contracted and drawn.the 
head of the femur from its cavity upwards; and 
that this, by prefling on the, pofterior. {ciatique 
 merye, gave rife to the pains my patient felt. 
‘My opinion was, that fhe muit inevitably remain 
a cripple, and that, the limb would at-Jaft. wither 
away ;. and, in fine, that the only method remain-~ 
ing to give her eafe, would be to replace the head 
of the femur in its acetabulum: To effect whico,, 
I took the following method. 

1 ordered two jugs to be filled with the vegeto- 
mineral water warm: one affiftant held the upper 
_ part.of the limb, another the lower part, who 
gently moved it backwards and forwards; in the 
mean time, a third poured from the jug the vegeto- 
mineral water upon the part, whilft a fourth was 
_ employed in rubbing it. It was not long befvre 
the lady found the good effeéts of this operation. 
The head of the bone was foon brought upon a 
level with its cavity, and in lefs than fifteen days 
re-entered it. My patient was then able to fup- 
port herfelf, and walk. I took care to apply 
one. of my Saturnine plaifters to the grievance, 
and a bandage upon that. “This lady perfevered in 
the ufe of my remedies for above two years, after 
- the bone had been replaced. “Though I have not 
feen her for a confiderable time, | am well afiured 
that her cure has been compleat; feldom a year 
pafles, without my hearimg of her; and ti am in- 
formed that fhe finds not the leaft bad effeQs froay 
her old complaint. 
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OBSERVATION XL 
A LADY of this town fell in her apartment on 
the articulation of the femur with the iliac bones : 
a prieft, who pretended to be a bone-fetter, was 
fent for, and foon after, myfelf. On my arrival, I 
afked him what was the matter; he told me the 
femur was a@- little dificated. 1 could not help repre~ 
fenting to this knowing gentleman, that an imper-_ 
fect luxation of that bone was impofiible.. Upon 
_ fxamining the grievance, I found there was only a 
_ dimple contufion of the ligaments; notwithftand- 
ing which the lady was very lame after her fall ; 
but the application of my remedies foon eafed her 
pains, and prevented any farther relaxation of the 
higaments. 


OBSERVATION XIL 
A SAXON nobleman had a fall, which caufed 


a luxation of the radius, attended with a confider- 
able contufion of the adjacent parts. He was at- 
tended for fome time by many eminent furgeons ; 
‘but finding he had Joft the ufe of the arm, he did 
me the honour to write to me from Bourdeaux for 
my advice, which I fent him, with my extract of 
Saturn, and the receipt for making my pomatum 
with foap. Mr. Giraud, an able furgeon of Agen, 
informed me, that he had feen this gentleman at 
Bareges ; and had learned from him, that my me- 
dicine had done him great fervice : this account 
the above gentleman confirmed to me in perfony — 
on his road through Montpellier. 


' OBSERVATION XII. 


DURING my ftay at Genoa, I affifted at 
confultation with Doétor Balby, and anotherof the 


daculty, at the convent of Portonia, which «> 
he 
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held on Madame Morande’s account,-one of the re- 
Figious. ‘This lady had the téndons of herhand fo: 
contracted, that it had been’clofed up:and motion- 
oo yefs for fix years paft. She informed us, that fhe 
had .in vain applied varicus remedies which had: 
‘been prefcribed to her by the moft fkilful of the 
Faculty. 1 enquired of her to what fhe attributed 
her complaint. She faid fhe could attribute it to 
nothing but to her employment for many years 
-of cutting the portions of the religtous with a very 
large knife, 1 concluded from thence, that the 
littie fynovial glands which are feated in the fheaths 
of the tendons, had been injured by this work , 
and that the fynovia being infpiffated and cried up, 
had caufed*the contraétion of the tendons, and 
confequently the immobility of the fingers. [ was, 
. determined to make ufe of my preparations with 
the extrat of Saturn; and this the more willing}ly, 
_as I had learned, by experience, how very proper. 
this metallic remedy was to refolve the infpiffated 
juices, which cheak up the veffels, and even the 
fynovia in the articulations; as likewile to re- 
“ftore weak parts to their proper tone; efpecially 
when loft by an accident. 4 
I began, then, by bathing the whole hand in 
‘watm vegeto-mineral water; during this, an af- 
fiftant rubbed it very gently: care was taken, at 
‘the fame time, to keep up the warmth of the water 
with embers. In about half an hour after the bath, 
‘Tordered the difeafed part to be rubbed fora certain 
time with the foap-pomatum ; after which it was 
entirely covered with one of my Saturnine plaifters. 
I put a foft cufhion in the middle of the hand, and 
a bandage about the wrift, with fillets to deaw 
back the fingers, and keep them outwards. 
- + This method was regularly purfued twice a-day ; 
nor was it long before we perceived its good effects, 
as the difeafed part daily mended, After the fif- 
a ha teenth 


wil A TREATISE on LEAD. 


teenth day the patient was able to open the hand at 
pleafure; and by its daily gaining ftrength, our 
religious was in a condition, in lefs than a month, 
to write, few, and attend to her ufual vocations, 
except that one of cutting the portions. I own I 
was altonifhed myfelf with this fudden cure, which 
was remarked by the whole town of Genoa; and 
it did not a little contribute, with fome others I 
performed with the fame remedy, to the offer which 
was made me by the town, if I would fix there, of 
fettling a much larger penfion on me than what. 
was generally granted to French furgeons, who are 
cftablifhed in that place, by an old foundation. - 


OBSERVATION XIV. 


On a Retrattion and Hardnefs of the Flexor 
Mujfcles of the Thigh, accompanied with a 
confiderable Tenfion of the Mufculus Biceps. 


A DAUGHTER of one Ayrel, a fhoemaker, 
of about eleven years of age, had her right thigh fo 
contracted, that if any one offered to move it, 
however gently, fhe {uffered intolerable pains: in 
this fituation fhe had remained for three months, 
and many remedies had been applied without fuce 
cefs. She was at laft brought tome. I thought 
that the pumping of the vegeto-mineral water up- 
on the part might be of great ufe to her: nor was 
t deceived in my conjectures ;, for ,by following 
my advice fhe found eafe in lefs. than two days; 
and on the tenth fhe was able to walk about ag 
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Particular REMARKS upon IncomPLeaT 
Luxations of the Kuz by external Cau/es, 


HEN the bone is luxated or difplaced 
by a relaxation of the ligaments from 
an internal caule, the cure is ery difficult. 
When the ligaments have once loft their tone, 
they become more and more relaxed, partly 
from their own difpofition, and partly from 
the.weight of the limb, and contraction of 
the muicles of the part he ; and if the 
bone is not confined in its place by a ban- 
_dage, the cavities of the joints are filled with 
_Synovia, which is accumulated and thickened 
to fuch adegree, that it will be a difficule 
matter to replace the faid bone. 
Mr. Petit, in his excellent Treatife on the 
Difeafes of the Bones, takes notice, that an 
incompleat luxation feldom happens to the 
articujation.of the knee; and this is true, 
becaufe a round extiemity, covered with a 
polithed and fmooth cartilage, and oiled with 
ats’ proper fluid, cannot remain long upon 
the edge of its foeket: The head of a bone 
thus. cami acced. when driven to the edge 
_by any external violence, muft either {all 
~ out or return into its focket. Thus, either 
Asie will be no luxation, or it wil] be com. 
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pleat; which is far from being the cafe of: 
juch joints of the human body as are formed. 
like a hinge. vats : 
Ic is neverthelefs true, that the bones of:: 
the joint of the Knee are fometimes diflocated® 
by external caufes in an incompleat manners, 
but this never happens immediately, or at. 
the moment in which we fall, or. receive a: 
blow: it can only happen: im cafes-of falls, or- 
uncommon exertions, which: particularly “aft. 
fect the ligaments that are ftrained and: 
bruifed; and difpofed: to: relaxation; “The 
bone not being, fixed’ exactly in its focker. 
the fluid gathers, and thickens by degrees; 
the relaxation increafes,.the extremity of ‘the 
bone fizft lofes ground,.and’ then is forced 
guite out of its focket... IR 
Thefe kinds-of luxations are generally neg 
Tetted, and looked upon incurable; they are 
fo in effect, from a want of proper applica 
tions. Now this would not be the cafe, were 
they confidered in the light of real ruptures. 
that is to fay, they require the fame atten- 
tion, and the relaxation of the ligaments is. 
to be prevented by a bandage, proper ap- 
plications, and pertect reft, to: give thefe li- 
gaments time to recover their tone; the part: 
affected will otherwife wafte, it will ‘be: 
ftretched or lengthened by its own weight). 
and at laft the cavity of the joint will be 
filled with fynovia, which méft.neceffarily 
force the head of the bone quite out of its 
focket, and give rife’ toa compleat luxation. 
| | When, 
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When wé would remedy luxations of this 
kind, two things deferve our particular at 
tention: firft, ‘by extenfion and counter-ex- 
tenfion, we muft gently re(tore the bone to 
its place; feeondly, we muft fix it there by 
_aproper bandage... With regard to external 
applications, I am: not afraid to affert, that 
no baths, no pumpings are equal in their 
falutary effeéts to fuch as are produced by 
our metallic fluid, mixed with common 
water, to which is added a little brandy = 
the efficacy of this fluid is feconded by the 
application of the Saturnine plaifter, made 
as direted in the Formula. — | 
_. When. the head of the bone has been con- 
ducted into its cavity, we fhould be careful: 
to give frequent but gentle motion to the 
joint: this motion, often repeated during the: 
pumping, and affifted by the action of our 
remedy, produces. furprifing effects; and L 
can venture to fay, that it is particularly efh- 
cacious in adting upen the redundant fluid,, 
when thickened in any cavity,, or the fheaths. 
ef the tendons, which is the cafe in an- 
chilofes. : 
- In luxatians where the ligaments are much. 
injured, great care muft be taken not te 
harrafs the part too much after the bone is. 
replaced. The gentleman who makes the, 
fubject of the ninth Obiervation, would have. 
had nothing to fear {rom a relaple, if he had’ 
“not indulged himfelf im vidlent exercifes,. 
fuch as. hunting, dancing, and other move- 
lle iiaa at ments 
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ments unfavourable.to the recovery of the 
tone ofthe articular ligaments: he fhould 
have allowed more time to the bathing with 
the vegeto-mineral water, and. to. the-ufe of 
— the Saturnine plaifter. . eapete 
When people advanced _in.years have the 
misfortune to fall, the confequences are 
dreadful. As oftea as the ligaments, of \the 
joints are affected, the difeafe is generally toa 
violent to. be compleatly cured. But, even 
thefe patients may be eafed by our remedies; 
and-by a well-made bandage, which they 
muft wear for a long time, wor tae 


ta bog ye 


“OTL AP 


oe 


BOGLRESERSRGnRHGERREERESEEE 


Of Gouty and Rheninatic Pains, and the falit- 
tary Effetts of the Extract-of Saturn in thefe 
:* ~Diforders. ne | 


°F mean by Rheumatic Pains, thofe 
WW pains which are feated in the flefhy 
“parts of the mufcles, and membranes which 
“farround them. They are generally peric- 
-dical, and are divided into univerfal and par- 
‘ticular, according to the parts they attack, 
 o whether all thofe of the body in general, or 
-one or two in particular. 
- ~ Pathologifts are very careful not to con- 
‘found fimple with complicated rheumatifms, 
which are either gouty, venereal, or fcor- 
‘butic; for although it be true, that many 
other diforders may occafion a complication 
of rheumatic pains, neverthelefs experience 
‘teaches us, that they commonly attend the 
“gout, venereal difeafe, or fcurvy. 
~The degrees of thefe pains we are fpeak- 
ing of, vary almoft ad infinitum. ‘They are 
fometimes fo inconfiderable as to permit the 
patients to attend their occupations ; but they 
are in general fo acute, as to deprive them 
of motion, The violence of the pain is 
fometimes fo exceflive, that the whole body 
is rendered motionlefs, nor can be ftirred 
| without 
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without putting them to infupportable tor... 
ture. NG od 2 eigen 
We fhall not enter into a detail’ of the dif 
tant caufes that produce rheumatic pains; 
their caufes are innumerable: we will only 
obferve, that in the army, whofe intereft and 
advantage we always have in view, thefe dif 
eafes are often: occafioned by a bad regimen ;. 
by cold and damps,.to which the foldiers 
are often expofed by too free an indulgence 
in the ufe of brandy and other {pirituous 
liquors, &c. Bur Jet the caufe of rheuma- 
tic pains be what it will, they are never 
produced but when the ferum has ‘contracted 
4 certain thicknefs’ or fharpnefs, or both 
the one and the other of thefe caufes;. 
which, when confidered feparately, or ina 
{tate of combination, occafion, 1. A flow- 
nels in the circulation of the lymph, which 
moiftens the texture of the ‘mu{cles, and 
their external’ tezuments. 2. More or lef. 
confiderable ob{truétions in the lymphatic: 
veflels of thefe parts. 3. Inritations and. 
vellications of the-nervous fibres which en- 
ter their compofitions. 4. Laftly, the other 
effects which accompany or. follow the above 
morbific changes. 

Practice informs us, that there are rheue 
matic. pains exceedingly obitinate ; among ft 
which, thofe rheumatifms. that are gouty. 
er venereal are fometimes ranked. Somes. 
times we alfo meet with infinite difficulties. 
in the cure of, fimple: rheumatifms ; but: 

. this. 
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this is feldom the cafe, except they attack 
bodies where the mafs of humours, and 
efpecially the lymphatic parts,” are vitiated 
with a remarkable acrimony, joined to an 
infurmountable vifcofity. este 
It is pretended that the periofteum is 
fometimes the feat of this difeafe; nor is 
this improbable, feeing it is charged with 
fuch' a number of lymphatic veffels:. but 
we muft take care not to confound the 
rheumatic pains which are attributed to an 
injury of the periofteum, with thofe pains 
that attack the interior texture of the 
mufcles, and are felt very deep. head 
In phyftc and furgery, difeafes to which 
the leaft attention is paid, and where the 
treatmnent appears the Jeaft interefting, be- 
come often in the end the moft incurable 
évils, and baffle all the knowledge of the 
“ greateft practitioners. This is often the 
cafe in rheumatifms neglected at firft, or 
ill treated; they often become inveterate, 
and laft not for years only, but for life; 
allowing the patient fome intervals of eafe, 
but returning periodically with more or lefs 
violence. 
_ The conduct of wife and prudent praéti- 
tioners. does not expofe their patients to the 
hike inconveniences; for after having em- 
ployed proper remedies, fuch as bleeding, 
| purging, and cooling draughts, &c. they 
prefcribe a long courfe of {weeteners, and 
above all the ufe of a milk diet, which gives 


great 
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great eafe in thefe pains, efpsrially, if the 
patients conftantly lead a regular life, . Bath~ 
ing and pumping with.cercain mineral waters 
often effet cures of rheumatic complaints, 
which had been proof many years againft. 
all kinds of interna], medicines. . The me- 
dicinal particles of thefe waters are. intro- 
duced into the pores of the fkin, efpecially 
if their paffage is facilitated by fri€tions or 
pumpings; they penetrate even to the ob- 
{ftruéted lymphatic veffels, where they atte- 
nuate and divide the vifcous fluid that ex- 
cites the rheumatic pains: this lymph having 
thus recovered its natural fluidity, takes 
the-ordinary courfe of circulation. And as 
the acrimony of this humour had been en- 
tirely deftroyed, or very much diminifhed 
by the antecedent ufe of fweeteners, the two 
vices which conftitute rheumatic complaints 
are deftroyed; and from hence may be 
dated a radical cure; which indeed may be 
effected by any other medicine, either inter- 
nal or external, which by its penetrating 
quality will deftroy vifcidity, and by its 
fweetening quality blunt the acrimony and 
fharpnefs of the lymph. 

Ic would be wandering from our fubjekt 
to enlarge upon the manner. in which mi- 
neral waters act in the cure of rheumatifms; 
Jet us fix our attention only upon the ar- 
tificial mineral water, which is employed with 

fo much fuccefs in the treatment of thele 
dit orders ; 5d mean the vegeto-mineral water 
thac 
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that contains ‘particles of lead, which by 
their’ finenefs, pliability, and voiume, ope- 
rate with fuch fuccefs in the refolution of 
tumefaction in the lymphatic veffels, of 
“which we are ‘now fpeaking. What I here 
mention is not an idle theory, buta rule 
of practice, of which I have frequently ex- 
perienced the advantages. I can then confi- 
dently affirm, that I have often employed the 
vegeto-mineral water againft rheumatic pains, 
In Totions, pumpings, and baths; and fo far 
from having feen any bad effects from ic, 
T have conftantly met with the greateft fuc- 
cefs, conjointly with other pr adtitioners, who 
have made the like trials. 

The argument formed againft our re- 
medy, and founded on the accidents that 
happen. to perfons employed in lead mines, 
may therefore be dropped. The analogy 
eannot be admitted, feeing in the ufe of 
our different applications of the extra of 
Saturn, we have nothing to apprehend 
from the metallic, ar enical. Or Other exha- 
Jations, which alone occafion the fymptoms 
that are too frequent among miners. 

A little attention to the manner in which 
the extract of Saturn operates in rheumatic 
cafes, is fufficient to convince us, that it pof- 
feffes an attenuating, relaxing, and anodine 
quality; fo that the folution, of the vifcous, 
tough fluid, which “occafioned the’ difeafe, 
far from producing the fatal accidents thac 
fo. frequentsly attend the ule of ‘difperfers, 
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and ftill more of repellers, operates by 
deprees, and without dangers firft, a dimi-~ 
nution, and then a total ceffation of the 
heumatic pains, and of the other fymp- 
toms that accompanied them. When thefe 
pains are extremely obftinate, I apply the 
Saturnine plaifter upon the part affected. 
Let me be allowed to remark here, that 
in the royal hofpitals, a better remedy can- 
not be employed in rheumatic pains than that, 
which not only myfelf, but many others of © 
the Faculty, have found to be fo efficacious © 
on thefe occafions. The foldiers afflicted 
with thefe complaints, when brought to the 
hofpital, find no fpecific remedy, and are 
obliged to wait the feafons for bathing in 
mineral waters, which often prove lefs ef- 
fectual than the remedy I propofe. It may — 
be objected, that the hofpital muft be at a 
great expence in procuring the apparatus for — 
bathing: but to this 1 anfwer, that the ap- 
paratus is unneceffary, feeing it is fuffici- 
ent to rub the parts affected with warm 
vegeto-mineral water, and afterwards to co- 
ver them with warm linen to effect a cure, 
at leaft very often, of the moft acute rheu- 
matifms, efpecially when they proceed from. 
an external caufe, as from cold, rain, moif- 
ture, &c. | 
The title of this Chapter has already. in- 
- timated, chat the extract of Saturn.is alfo 
efficacious in periodical pains thac attack 
the joints, andare termed gouty. The fy- - 
novia 
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nevia being too thick: and fharp, when accu- 
mulated either in the cavity of the joints,-or 
in-the glands. that are difperfed in the cap-— 
fularand articular ligaments, excites cruel 
pains of the gout, which laudanum  itfelf 
cannot relieve. The extract of Saturn, by 
its fearching, difperfing, and anodine quality, 
anfwersthe different indications which the 
treatment of thefe pains requires; that is to 
fay, by relaxing the fibres, which are over- 
ftretched, it.calms the pains; and by. difperf- 
ing. the fynovia, it extirpates the very. root , 
of the evil. Neverthelefs, let it not be 
imagined from what» I have faid* upon the 
fubject, that 1 mean to recommend: thevex- © 
tract of Saturn as a {pecific in the your, 
but it is very certain, that gouty people may 
find in this remedy an alleviation of pain, 
and a relief which they cannot hope to re- 
ceive from many others. 


OBSERVATION I. 


A POOR LAD, after a long imprifonment, was 
feized with fo violent a rheumatic pain in his left 
arm, that it appeared paralytic: every remedy 
that could be thought of was ufed for three months’ 
fucceflively. The Intendant’s lady fent for me, 
and defired I would attend him. 1 ordered his arm 
to be rubbed with the vegeto-mineral water warm; 
I then applied one of my Saturnine plaifters, and 
a warm cloth over that. .-This was continued 
twice a day ; 3 in about eight days he was much 
relieved, and in ten ot twelve was perfectly cured. 
The fucce(s ‘of this tmedicine was'the more éxtra~ 
ordinary, as the “arm appeared paralytic and mo- 
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tionlefs, and fo full of pain as to give reafon to 
think it incurable 


ah SE A BLOM II. 
A SOLDIER, belonging to the Orleans regi- 


ment of dragoons, was troubled with pains in his 
knee, which mercury was not able to remove. I 
applied the vegeto-mineral water and the Saturnine 
plaifter, by which means he was foon cured. 


OBSERVATION II. 


A SOLDIER of the regiment of Briflac came 
to our Hofpital, afflicted with fo violent a pain in his _ 
right arm, that neither bleeding nor narcotic medi- 
cines could’ remove it. He was treated as jst 
and was very foon cured. 


OBSERVATION IV. ; 
A SOLDIER of the Lyonefe regiment had 


fach violent pains in the articulations of the lower 
extremities of the right fide, that he was unable | 
to walk without crutches. Every remedy that — 
could be thoight of had been tried. before in St. 

lias’s Hofpital ; upon which he was fent to ours, 
as it was conjectured they might proceed from a __ 
venereal caufe. But mercury was adminiftered 
without effect: his fituation continued the fame, 
and he was unable to move. We applied our me-_ 
dicine, as we had done to the former, which gave ~ 
him almof immediate relief,-and, in fine, radically 
cured him in a few days: 


: OBSERVATION V. 
A SOLDIER of the regiment of Orleans dra- 


’ goons came to the hofpital. with violent pains in 
the articulations, As he had othe venereal com- 
plaint, 
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plaint, he’ was falivated. Befides the ufual frice 
tions, he had many extraordinary ones; but with- 
Gut any relief from his pains, which tortured him 
day and night. I ordered the difeafed parts to be 
wathed with the vegeto-mineral water, and to be 
then covered with my Saturnine plaifter... In two 
or three days time the patient found benefit, and 
in feven or eight was cured. . 


OBSERVATION VI, 
Ln form of Certificate. 


_WE whofe names are underwritten certify, that 
we have been witnefles to the good effeéts of the 
vegeto-mineral water, furnifhed by the Charity of 
Mr. Goulard, It was ufed by way of lotion on a 
perfon attacked with an univerfal rheumatifm, 
which it very much relieved on its firft application ; 
it was continued for four days fucceffively, without 
the addition of any other remedy.’ The patient 
was one Kole, a menial fervant to Mademoifelle La 


Garde. At Montpellier, the 2d of May, 1757. 


OBSERVATION VII. 


In form of Certificate. 


_ WE certify to have feen one Beflone aflided 
with an univerfal rheumatifm, accompanied with 
an inflammatory fever, which was very much 
heightened by a very bad habit. We treated thig 
patient in the ufual manner, by prefCribing fre- 
quent bleedings, purgatives every other day, calm- 
ing, fudorific, and anodine medicines; from al] 
which he found no relief. On the eighth day, the 
application of the vegeto- mineral water, charitably 
furnifhed by Mr. Goulard, was made, in which 
her whole body was bathed, and the effect was very 
vifible the next morning, when fhe began to move 
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her fingers. By the continuation ofthe above: 
remedies and lotions, the patient was able to move: 
her limbs, and even the whole body, though*fhe? 
ftill remains in a languid ftate. : 


OBSERVATION VIII. 
THE DAUGHTER of a fhoemaker, who: 


lives inthe fuburbs ofthis. town, of about ten or: 
eleven years of age, was afflicted laft fummer with: 
a contraction of the mufcles of the.tbigh, and of! 
thofe of the leg of the fame fide. Her parents-had. 
confulted many of the faculty, and particularly: 
Mr. Leroi, profeffor of phyfic. Different remedies 
were prefcribed without fuccefs, which made.them, 
fear fhe would become a cripple. In fine, fhe was 
brought to me; and upon examination I was of” 
opinion, that the part affected fhould be bathed with 
the vegeto-mineral water warm, and then covered 
up with warm cloths. This was accordingly done 
twice a day; and in about ten or twelve days 
fhe was fo’ well recovered, as to be in the ftreets 
with her mother; where I met. her, not. without © 
fone degree of furprife. : | 

I fhall. finifh this chapter with the above 
Obfervation, becaufe I think it ufelefs toy: 
add any others, which would indeed be too 
numerous, confidering the great ufe which’ 
is made of this remedy, both in this town. 
and the Royal Hofpital, for thefe kinds of 
complaints, 
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| On Tetters. 


at ie T TERS may, in general, be 
ul looked upon either as affections pure- 
ly local, or as difeafes that are occafioned 
-by a vitious quality of the general mafs of 
the blood and lymph. The firtt fpecies 
prefuppofes a morbific change in fome pant 
of the texture of the fkin, in confequence 
of which the humours: top, and afterwards 
acquire more orlefs: acrimony and vilcidity , 
the others effentially depénd-upoh a parti 
cular depravation of theyhumours, and prin- 
cipally of thole that are iymphatic, ‘Lhis 
fecond {pecies of tetters is often hereditary, 
and «more difficule to cure than the fir{t, 
the.morbific caufe: being snot lefs general 
than it) is: in the venereal difeale,: icurvy, 
king’s-evil, &c. 
This caufe once: fuppofed, it will be very 
ealy to explain, why tetters indiftingly ap- 
pear in every part of the body; why they 
are fixed fomeétimes to: one part, and fome- 
times pals from one place to another 5 why, 
having once difappeared, either by the effect 
_ of medicine or fimple efforts: of nature, 
they return again’ when they are leaft ex- | 
3 pected, 
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pected, efpecially when a bad ufe has beer 
made-of the nonnaturals ;:as:- when the ex. 
ercife has been. too violent, when fpirituous 
liquors have been taken too freely, &c. 

My defign is not to enter here into a thee. 
oretic detail of the different kinds of tettersi, 
or of all the caufes which produce them, 
and the marks by which they are diftin.. 
guifhed, I only mean to infinuate that thefe 
cutaneous eruptions, whether fimpleor com-. 
plicated, or even hereditary, may not only 
be undertaken, but radically cured, with-- 
out the danger of thofe accidents which are 
magnified by a fett of pra¢titioners,. who 
are pleafed to ftile this. difeafe Incurable,, 
My remedy prevents every mifchievous: ac-- 
cident in the cure of tetters, let. them: be: 
dry, moift, pimpled, fcabby, crufty, &c. - Ter 
is a fact, of which I am convinced by ai 
practice of between fitteen and eighteen: 
years, particularly in the Royal Hofpital,, 
where, during the fpace of more.than ten, 
years, I have met with the greateft fuccefs, , 
in the treatment of all cetters that J met: 
with, in my practice there; though, amongft 
the numbers of thofe, that I faw afflicted with 
them, there. were many that refembled real 
lepers. tit wwe 
» Ponce thought, with the reft of practition- 
ers, that the cutaneous difeafes which \are 
produced by a general vice of the mafs of 
the blood, ought never to be treated by ex: 
ternal applications 5: feeing thefe difeafes are 

ca eenerally 


Co By FIT Ae ce &. 127 
generally falutary drains for purifying the 
blood, and that moft part of the external 
applications have a repelling quality, which 
drives the matter back into the mafs of hu- 
-mours, where it produces more dangerous 
accidents than thofe which .are caufed by 
the matter itfelf, when permitted to dil- 
charge itfelf through thole parts of the fkin 
where nature has left a pafflage. I fhould 
-not have changed my opinion concerning the 
/ treatment of tetters, if I had not been per- 
fectly. convinced, that my metallic remedy 
has no repelling quality; and if f had noc 
feen.in my practice a number of patients at- 
tacked with other cutaneous difeates of long 
dtanding, radically cured without any in- 
convenience ; though the gentlemen of the 
-profeffion who had vifited the patients br- 
fore I was called in, had declared the di- 
order to be a critical difcharge from the ma’s 
of blood. Ina word, I am affured by a 
very long experience, that the repelling 
quality attributed to lead is a chimera; and 
‘my opinion will be readily embraced by 
all, who will take the trouble to reflect, not 
only on the efficacy of this remedy, in cafes 
where ftagnated humours are to be difperfed, 
but likewife on its analogy with crude mer- 
cury, which acts by its weight, and the di- 
vifibility of its parts. Now Lead having parts 
ftill more fine, mild, ponderous, and not 
lefs divifible, is, of confequence, as proper to 
divide and difperfe the morbific concreti- 

: G 4 ons, 
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cretions, produced by certain ferments thai 
Infect the mafs of blood, and deftroy thenr 
as efficacioufly, as mercury deftroys venereal 
- concretions, This is demonftrated by its actiom 
upon obftructions of inflamed veffels, upom 
tumours almoft arrived at a ftate of fuppu-- 
ration, upon fchirrhous ones, excrefcences,, 
and horney concretions. A more conclufive: 
fact may ftill be urged againft fuch) as in-- 
fineate a repelling quality to the preparations: 
of Lead, from the experience of thofe who) 
have the itch, and make ufe of our remedy 
torit; forit has always been found, that in- 
itead of repelling the morbific* matter, this) 
promoted the eruption, by the early appear-. 
ance of a number of pimples, which dryed. 
and fell off in the courfe of the treatment. 
This obfervation has been juftified in the 
cure of the itch in two thoufand five hun- 
dred patients (fee the Chapter on the Itch) 
effected by ‘my remedy, «without any bad 
confequences ever happening.) © 90) 
The metallicparticles of ourapplicationinfi- 
nuate themfelves into the meft minute pores 
of the fkin, and penetrate to the only fource 
which produced thetetterouscomplainr: when 
-arrived there, they thin and divide the hu- 
mour, blunt its acrimony, favour. its egrefs 
through the pores of the fkin, and at laft 
radically cure the difeafe, fooner or later ac- 
cording as the morbific matter oppofes more 
or leis refiftance to the effect of our remedy. - 


We 


¥ 
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We think it neceffary to obferve, that as 
venereal difeafes require certain preliminary 
_Preparations to render the action of the mer- 


- Cury more efficacious upon venereal con- 


Cretions, fo patients afflicted with tetters 
fhould be duly prepared for the application 


of the metallic remedy which we uie: 


thefe preparations confit in bleedings, purg- 
ings, domeftic baths, herb-broths, mineral 
waters, &c. and thefe may be left off 


fooner or later, according to the nature, 


date of the difeate! and conttitution of the 


patient. If thefe precautions are taken, we 


heed be under no apprenenfion for the 


events, but may reftin the oreateft fecuri- 
ty: for I dare advance, upon the foundation 
of a long experience, that the fame fuccefs 
follows this treatment of the moft inveterate 
and envenomed tetters, as does that or the 
moft confirmed pox when it has been me- 
thodically treated; thatistofay, when frictions 
have been preceded by proper preparations. 
As often as we drefs the patients with 
our metallic remedy, the eruption becomes 
more vifible. We conclude that this matter 
is dried up in certain places of the part af- 
fected, efpecially when the tetter is crufted 
or ulcerated, if a fine red fkin ts drawn over 


the healed. part, while the neighbouring 


places continue to yield a thin, yello ow hu. 
mour, . which never ceafes to rum till ir is 
entirely exhaufted: this humour is lefs fen- 


if fible, when the tetters have a white head. 
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Tetters are in general very troublefome, 
either from the infupportable itchings that 
they occafion, or from an acrimonious fup- 
puration. Thofe who are afflicted with this 
difeafe, are much inclined to fcratch, which 
fo irritates and inflames the {kin as to pro- 
duce reftlefs nights: fometimes, again, .the 
parts inflame, fuppurate, and ulcerate ; and 
it is not at all uncommon to fee thefe ulcers 
become habitual, for the want of proper 
remedies to calm the irritations, and blunt 
the acrimony of the purulent matter that 
runs from them. 

_ The variety of external applications in the 
treatment of tetters is almoft infinite: but 
IT am not afraid to affert, that many areé 
ufelefs, and others dangerous. To be con- 
vinced oi this, it is fufficient to perufe the 
works of practitioners who have treated of 
furgery, and particularly the Treatife of Tur- 
ner, who is the beft writer upon the difeafes of 
the fkin. ‘his author prefcribes a number of 
remedies; but there is not one upon which 
we can depend for a radical cure of tetters ; 
while it would be extremely dangerous to 
make ufe of many which he has recommend- 
ed: fuch are thofe, which are compounded of 
vitriol, alum, lime, the fublimate in pow- 
acer, mercury, verdigrife, white precipitate, 
red precipitate, and a number of other in- 
gredients, of which the action was never 
well afcertained, and always to be fufpeéted. 
The conclufion to be drawn from the above 
detail 
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detail is this: That it is a matter of great 
importance to. have difcovered a fpecitic re- 
medy for the cure of tetters, which are 
often attended with the moft fatal conie~- 
quences, from the application of the com-, 
mon prefcriptions. 

But to conform to the order which [ 
have hitherto followed, I fhall finifh this 
Chapter with fome Obfervations. 


OBSERVATION I. 


Onze VICTOIRE, of the battalion of 

Mayenne, had for twenty years paft his leg co- 
vered from the knee to the inftep with tetters. 
- He had been in different hofpitals, ia fearch of a 
cure. By the ufe of domeftic baths, herb-broths, 
and the application of the vegeto-mineral water, 
and the pomatum made with the extract of Saturn 
' (fee the Formula) he was radically cured in feven- 
and-thirty days. 


OBSERVATION IL 


ASOLDIER, of the regiment de la Ro- 
cheaimon, had been afflicied for three years patt 
with a puftulous tetter on the right leg, attended 
with infupportable itchings.. After having tried 
without fuccefs many remedies, he was cured in 
the Royal Hofpital in fix weeks, by the remedies 
above-mentioned. 


OBSERVATION III. 


Ont LAv-VIOLETTE, corporal in the: 
regiment of Eu, had been afflicted with tetters in 
different parts of his body for five years paft: he 
_was treated in the manner abeve-mentioned, and 
cured in forty days. - 7 


G6 OBSER.- 
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OBSERVATION: IV. 
FRANCIS GUENIN, foldier in the regiment 
of Salins, had ‘been affli@ted for four months with 
a white tetteron the thigh, as big as twice the 
palm of the hand ; he was cured ina month, 


OBSERVATION V. 
PAUL. GRESSE, a foldier, had been affli@ed 
for five months with puftulous and ulcerated tetters 
on his legs and thighs: he was cured in five-and- 
twenty days. 
OBSERVATION -VI. 

JOHN REBOUT, foldier, affi&ed with a 

tétter for fix weeks, was cured in feventeen days. 
OBSERVATION © VII 

ANTHONY PAGES, of the regiment of Eu, 
had tetters on his thigh during five weeks: cured 
in one-and-twenty days. 

OBSERVATION VUI. 

PETER NOVIO, a foldier in the battalion of 
Dole, had been afflifted with tetters on the upper 
part of his thigh for above three months: he was 
cured in feven-and-twenty days. : 

OBSERVATION: IX, 

JOHN FORET, foldier in the regiment of 
Burgundy, bad tetters on his fore-arm and thigh ; 
cured in fivé-and-twenty days. 

OBSERVATION -X, 


PETER GUENON, foldier, had tetters on 
‘the fuperior part of his arm for five, months: 
sured in one-and-twenty days, 

| OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION XI. 


One SAINT JACQUES, foldier, had been. 
afflicted -with-tetters on» his arm and <fore-arm : 
ured in feventeen days. 


OBSERVATION XII. 
JOHN POLE, foldier in the regiment of Bur- 
“gundy, had tetters on the fore-arm-: was cured in 
~ one-and -twenty-days. , 


OBSERVATI ON: XIII, 

IN the year 1746, Mr, de Montbas, captain, 
-had fo violent a humour in his legs, that the Mare- 
chal De Belleifle ordered him to quit the army. to 
get cured ; they were covered with tetters,. that 

were both inflamed and ulcerated. Many remedies 
had been made ule of without fuccefs. On hig 
_arrival at. Montpellier, he called.a.confultation of 
Meffieurs Lazermés, Serrane fenior, and my felf, 
The phyficians were of opinion, that he thould 

make ufe of various internal remedies, and go to 
_ Bareges. But upon their Jeaving the room, T aft 
fured the patient, that if he would ftay at Monte 

pelliers I could be of no fmail affitance to him, 
Upon hearing this, he refolved to come to my 
houfe, where I gave him: the internal remedies 
that he had been advifed to take: I then applied 
my pomatum, and the vegeto-mineral water, Jn 
three days there was fo great a change for the bet- 
ter, that I defired Mr. Serrane fenior, to come to 
my houfe, to be witnefs of it. This gentle 
— his furprife to mein very flattering terms, 
The patient; by perfevering in the ute of the above 
remedies, was foon in a fituation to return home, 
there to: €ontinue the interna) ones, The come 
plaint inchis legs was removed; and the year after 
| : I had 
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I had the honour of feeing him at Genoa in perfect 
health. ) 


OBSERVATION XIV. 


ABOUT two years ago, Mr. Lagarde, valet-de 
chambre to the chevalier De Saint-Prieft, hada fall . 
from his:horfe, by which accident the fore-part of 
his fhoulder and breaft were bruifed. Lavender- 
water, brandy, and at laft a plaifter was applied, 
which he wore for fix weeks. On taking it off, 
the fkin was found of a reddifh colour: this rednefs 
continued to {pread over the neighbouring parts, 
and at laft became of the tetter-kind, and was at- 
tended with difagreeable itchings. On the patient 
coming to me, I gave him fome vegeto-mineral 
water, with which he wafhed the parts affected 
twice a-day. On the fifteenth he was perfeétly 
cured. 


OBSERVATION XV. 


ONE Richardot, a foldier in the Royal Regiment 
of Infantry, had been afflicted for fome time with a 
tetter on each leg which entirely covered all the fore 
part of it; it was fo inconvenient to him, that 
he could fearcely walk. He had been for fome 
time in the Royal Hofpital at Befangon, where 
he faid they had applied oils, which had helped to 
encreafe his diforder. In this fituation he was 
obliged to march with his regiment to Valence: 
on his arrival there he went tothe Military Hofpi-. 
tal. A decoction of elder-flowers in wine at firft 
gave him fome relief; but his complaint afterwards. 
being encreafed, he was obliged to be conveyed ta 
our Royal Hofpital at Montpellier. He was blooded 
and purged, and ordered to bathe, and take decoc 
tions of herbs, Uhefe remedies were aflifted by the 
application of compredies dipped in the vegeto-mi- 
| neral 
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neral water, and wetted from time to time. In 
lefs than fifteen days the patient was cured. 


OBSERVATION XVI. 
THE 18th of July, 1750, Jofeph Benac, a foldier 


in the regiment of Brefle, came to the Venereal 
' Hofpital to be cured of a fcurfy tetter, which in- 
fefted his whole body : the patient looked like a 

- leper. . He made ufe of the cerate of Satura, whole 
bafis is the vegeto-mineral water, as may be feen 
in the Formula. On the fixth day all the fcurf 
came off; and by continuing the ufe of the above 
cerate and water, he was perfectly cured the ninth 
day of Augutt ce apes on which day he left the 
notpitals 


OBSERVATION XVII. 


Communicated by Mr. BRuGUIERE, Surgeen at 
Saumieres. 


THIS Surgeon informed me, that he had cured 
a tetter of a long flanding, by the application of he 
pure extract. 


CUA. Y. 
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| On the Itch. : 


“tHE itch is an eruption of ‘little cuta- 
neous puftules, which may be indifcri- 
minately {pread over the whole body, except 
the face; but is more particularly remarkable 
on. the wrifts, between the. fingers, on. the: 
arms, hams, and thighs, anya 
The itch is generally divided into: two 
kinds ; .one is called the dry or canine, the 
other the moift itch; bat thefe two may be 
fubdivided into four, other kinds; which.de« 
ferve the. particular attention of a judicious 
practitioner. To follow this fubdivifion, in- 
dicated by Mr. Raimond, in his Treatife upon 
difeafes that are dangerous to cure, we will 
confider the itch under four different points 
of view; as, critical, [pontaneous, /ymptomatic, 
and communicated. ‘he firft is the termina- 
tion of an acute or chronical difeafe, when 
the matter is depofited on the furface of the 
body. The fecond appears of itfelf, and is 
not preceded by any illnefs, but is produced 
by athicknefs and acrimony of humours con- 
tracted by a grofs unhealthy diet, and a re- 
fpiration of a moift and foul air; it princi- 
pally atcacks fea-faring people. The third is 
an effector fymptom of another difeafe, as 
venereal 
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venereal complaints, jaundice, fcurvy, &c. 
The fourth is acquired’by touching and dwell- 
ang with thofe: who have ‘the itch. . 
 [ faid above, that the different kinds of 
itch, of which Ihave given a fhort account, 
may be moift oridry. The dry itch is diftin- 
.guifhed*by {mall and almoft imperceptible 
pimples, and a very troublefome itching, 
that obliges the patients ‘to feratch, whether 
they will or not.” The moift, or the great 
itch, is generally marked by more confider- 
able puftules, even often greater than are 
thofe of the fmall pox: thefe puftules are 
commonly filled with matter, and caufe lefs 
itching than is felt in the dry or canine itch. 

There is yet another {pecies of the itch, 
which I have often obferved: this is ‘a 
-combination of the moift itch and ulcerated 
‘and crufted tetters, It fhews itfelf in blotches, 
as large as the palm of the hand, on the arms, 
legs, atid fometimes alfo on ochee parts of 
the body. : 

~The feat of the itch is commonly (aid to 
“be in the glands of the texture of the fkin. 
Mr. Raimond is not at all of that opinion; 
he thinks that the feat of this diforder is in 
the nipples, or nervous pyramides, that form 
‘the organ of touch. But neither does his 
fyftem appear fufficiently ih nor his wie 
nion probable. 

It will eafily be sheave, ‘that the prog- 
noitic of this difeafe mutt vary according to 


‘ the different kinds we have juft enumerated. 
| The 
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The critical terminates a difeafe, when the 
morbid matter is intirely depofited upon 
the fkin, and’ then does not require any par- 
ticular treatment. The third kind mutt be 
ranked among the difeafes of which it is a 
complication ; and with regard to the two 
others, that is to fay, the fpontaneous itch, 
and that contracted by contagion, we can 
affert, that they are not at all dangerous of 
themfelves, but that this may become very 
much fo, if the matter is imprudently re- 
pelled: and this is confirmed by many ob- 
iervations collected by authors, and particu- 
larly by Mr. Raimond. Ir is pretended that 
in fome countries, as in Brittany, the itch 
is endemical; and there we are affured, that 
a number of people retain, during their whole 
lives, the leaven of this diforder, which thews 
itfelf in puftules, that return and difappear at 

different feafons of the year. : 
We come now to the cure, which varies 
equally with the prognoftic, according to 
the particular nature of the itch. Of the four 
kinds taken notice of by Mr. Raimond, there 
is not One with which our remedy does not 
very well agree ; feeing it invariably produces 
the fame effect, in multiplying theitchy erap-— 
tions, and confequently cleanfing the mafs of 
Blood. However, we fhall {peal more par- 
ticularly of that itch which is formed by the 
habit, and- of that which is contraéted by 
contact with thofe infected with it, as thefe - 
more frequently occur in practice, 
| Few 


ie ToC om 139 


Few difeafes have had more remedies pre- 
fcribed for them but Turner’s:Treatife on 
Cutaneous Diforders prefents us with a mul- 
tiplicity of applications, which are not eafily 
-enumerated, and from which the moft fan- 
guine practitioners promife a dubious fuc- 
-cefs.... Authors of this clafs muft have hoped 
to promote the interefts of mankind. How- 
ever, I fhal! make no apology for affirming, 
that the ftile and method of thefe writers 
~may poflibly be as prejudicial to young prac- 
titioners, as they are difagreeable and irkfome 
to their readers. The only two {pecifics for 
the itch hitherto recommended, are fulphur 
and mercury, But I think I may, without 
offending any one, with great truth declare, 
that I have often: feen thefe medicines not 
‘only fail of fuccefs, but produce the very 
worft effects in patients attacked with the 
itch. Mercury is known to be a heating 
and fearching remedy, which fhould never 
be applied buc with the greatett precaution, 
and therefore fhould give place to a cooler 
-and fafer treatment, With regard to fulphur, 
my own obfervations have convinced me, 

that it is not liable to all the exceptions which 
lie againft mercury. But not to infift on the 
danger attending it, when not preceded by 
proper: preparations, it muft be allowed, that 
itis neither fo agreeable nor convenient ‘a 
medicine as one could wifh, On the other 
hand, what we here recommend has every 
advantage that can intitle it to a preference 
ade to 
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to the other two; not Only. its. effects are 
certain, but itis fo inoffenfive, that no excep- 
tion can, poflibly,, be-taken to ‘the ufe of: it. 
To thefe -confiderations I muft-beg leave to 
add another, whichis. fuggefted. by. the na- 
ture of his majefty’s fervice. . It. is certain 
that the military hofpitals will be maintained 
at a lefs expence, if my remedy be fubftituted 
in lieu of ,thofe which. have -hithérto been 
mentioned, for the. cure of the itch: -For 
though fulphur and lard, of which the oint- 
ment for the itch.is made, aré: not very ex- 
penfive ingredients to private families, yet 
the great confumption of them:in the army, 
is an object which merits the attention of the 
minutry 3 efpecially if it is confidered, that 
the linen of the foldiers does: not fuffer fo 
much. by the ufe of our medicine,» which 
will be no inconfiderable faving. | 

_ Another advantage that would:refult from 
the medicine which we propofe, is, that the 
eyes would not fuffer, as they frequently do, 
from the forgetfulnefs of the patients, who 
are too apt to rub them with hands that have 
been befmeared with fulphur... What I have 
here faid of the effects of my remedy is not 
exaggerated, feeing I can alledge in ics fa- 
vour more than 2500 cafes, befides the ad- 
vantageous atteftation that has been given 
me by Meffieurs Imbert-and Fournier. This 
alone would ibe a fufficient: recommendation 
‘of ity if ignorance, fordid envy, vileinterett, - 
anda thoufand other contemptible ane 

i 
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didnot almoft always raife a clamour againtt 
the man, who prefumes to render himfelf 
ufeful to his fellow-creatures by a new dif. 
covery, from a fet of people, who never 
having, done any thing to.deferve the atten- 
tion of the public, feek to emerge from their 

obfcurity ‘by railing at the talents of others. 
To prevent the malicious imputations of 
_thefe people, the number of. whom is un- 
fortunately too great, I fhall lay before the 
reader fuch pieces, as, in the eyes of every 
man of fenfe; muft fully juttify the praifes 
Ihave beftowed upon my remedy, lefs from 
a motive of vanity, of which I am not at all 
fafceptible, than froma view of the public 
utility, and his majefty’s fervice, which are 
the objects that have always taken up my 
attention, 

The Royal Marine regiment has furnifhed 
us with a great number of people in the 
itch, in the Royal Hofpital. Mr. Guillerme, 
furgeon-major of that regiment, who pre- 
fcribed my remedy, was extremely furprifed 
at the effects he faw produced, and in con- 


fequence of them, gave us the following 
certificate. 


U THz underwritten Surgeon-major of the Royal 
Regiment of Marines, certify, That fince Mr. Gou- 
Jard has Amade the ufeful difcovery of the virtue 
of the extract of Saturn for the. itch, I have ex- 
amined and exactly followed in his hofpital, the 
method he ufed in the treatnrent of near two hun- 


dred 
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dred foldiers, who had’the itch, belonging to the. 
faid regiment. By this excellenf remedy all were; 
radically cured, with much greater facility, andin. 
a fhorter time, than fuch as followed other me-_ 
thods, efpecially fince allum and falt have been. 
admitted into the compofition. Although the pa-— 
tients have been difmifled from the hofpital for 
above thefe fix months, the itch has not appeared» 
again on any of them; and all without exception” 
have been free from thofe accidents, which but 
too frequently follow the common method of cures . 
fuch as impofthumes, and the moft alarming internal 
complaints, &c. Many able phyficians of the royal 
hofpitals have made the fame obfervation. Now 
this proof, joined to the fingular effect of this re- 
medy, in promoting at firft the itchy eruptions, de- 
monftrates that it cannot, with any colour of rea-- 
fon, be ranked among the repelleis.  - : 


Signed, GUILLERME. | 


The different regiments of militia f{cat- 
tered over this province have furnifhed us 
with a number of patients troubled with the 
itch, for thefe two ot three years paft; they 
have all been cured with equal fpeed and 
fafety. 

Many furgeons, in different countries, 
have made ufe of the fame remedy, with the 
like fuccefs; nor can. we entertain the leaft 
doubt of their careand abilities in the pre- 
paration of the application of it. 

Mr. Soulier, furgeon-major of the regi- 
ment of Bigorre, wrote to me from Rochelle, 
on the 26th of June, that he made great ufe_ 

of 
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_ of my vegeto-mineral water in the treatment 
_ of various external diforders, ‘and particu- 
larly for the foldiers of his regiment trou- 
bled with the itch, who were all cured with- 
out any bad confequences attending the ap- 
plication. RAs ft 

Mr. Taignon, furgeon-major of the regi. 
ment of Soiffonois, wrote to me from Aigues- 
-Mortes, the 6th of Auguft laft, to the fol- 
lowing purport: gait 


-* ACCORDING ta the receipt which you gave 
“¢ me for the itch, I have made ufe of the vegeto- 
‘* mineral water upon fifty patients, troubled with 
“ that diforder, of the battalion of Limoges, among 
*¢ whom there was every {pecies of the above com- 
*¢ plaint. I ean affure you, that including the time 
** they were under preparation, fuch as were the 
“¢ longeftin.a courfe of the medicine did not ex- 
** ceed fixteen days, without the leaft accident hap- 
“< pening to any one of them. But what appeared 
** to me remarkable, is, that the eruptions were 
“* increafed during the firft days, which ought to 
** give your remedy the preference to all others. 
‘* T have alfo made ufe of the fame medicine with 
“* great fuccefs in the treatment of the phymefis 
““and paraphymofis, for the cleanfing of ulcers, 
‘* and in every fpecies of inflammation, Surgery 
** is indebted to you, Sir, for a remedy, the effects 
“© of which feem to have no bounds, "or my 
“** own part, I am very fenfible of my obligations 
- “* to you, and beg leave to aflure you of the fincerity 

** and attachment with which | am, &c. 
= Signed, TAIGNON.” 


% 


In 


tee) © A TREATISE on LEAD. 
"-In.1747, the marquis de Paulmy, minifter , 
at war, fent my receipts. for the itch to-the , 
different. hofpitals .in Flanders, to, Dunkirk, | 
Bethune, Arras, -Douai,.Gravelines,. Lille, | 
&C, ; DER Y? Fir 
It appears, that at Dunkirk, of fixteen. 
treated. after. my -method, in, the itch, all 
were cured, from, fifteen to twenty days, ine. 
cluding the preparations of bleeding. and’ 
purging, as is attefted by Mr.. Ybuankouc, 
M. D 
-From/the account fent from Lille to the 
‘minifter, dated the firft of March, 1757, by 
Mr. Plaintégu, furgeon-major, and examined | 
by the chevalier de Boncourt, commifiary,, 
at war, it appears.that.none of the patients | 
were cured: by my method of treatment under’ 
twenty, twenty-five, and thirty days. In” 
fhort, Mri’Plaintegu does not condemn it, 
and finds no other inconvenience from it 
than retarding the cure for fome days, and 
acknowledges that it is lefs difagreeable than 
the ordinary method 3: “* Befides, ays he, the 
linen of the foldiers was perhaps lefs ftained.”’ 
By the lift fent from the military hofpital 
at Dovai to the minifter, the 27th of March, 
1757, by Mr. Lanoy, phyfician to the above 
hofpital, it appears, that a foldier was rubbed 
withthe vegeto:mineral water feventeen times, 
and was cureds: 
‘Another fix-tinies,-and cured. 
Another five times, and cured. 


Another feven times, and cured. 
| Another 


do Fe ere. 
Another eleven times, and cured, 
Another feven times, and cured. 
Anotber four times, and cured. 
An.ther four times, and cured, 
Another four times, and cured. 
Another four times, and cured. 
Anocher ten times, and cured. 
Another thirteen times, and cured. 
Another nine times, and cured. 
Another four times, andafterwards blooded 
again, and again purged and rubbed. 
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It may be obferved from the annexed ac- 
‘count, fays Mr. Lanoy, that fome patients 
_-have been cured in‘a very fhort time, others 
more flowly, and fome required bleeding 
and purging again, That depends, accord- 
ing to the remark of that judicious phyfi- 
cian, upon the kind and duration of the 
itch: For fuch as had lately contra&ted it, 
were cured in a few days; but it proved 
more obftinate in fuch as had been troubled 
with it for fome months. The fame may 
‘be faid of thofe patients who laboured under 
fome other difeafe, together with the itch, 
as continual or intermittent fevers: the cure 
of thefe was not fo fpeedy, and it was ne- 

ceflary tO prepare them by the remedies 
_ commonly prefcribed for purilying the blood, 
fuch as decoctions of the roots of bardana 
china root, zethiops mineral, and fuch like, 
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The Obfervations which were made ‘by 
order of the Minifter in the hofpital of Arras 
and Bethune, deferve to be placed here ac. 
full length. We will begin with thofe fent 
to Court from the firft of thofe hofpitals, by 
Mr. Durand, who attends them; and we 
will afterwards give thofe that were commu- 
nicated by Mr. Darquies, furgeon-major to 
the regiment of Bethune, the 4th of March, 


75a 


OBSERVATION of the Phyfician of the 
Hofpital of Arras. 


THE ufe which has been made in the Military. 
Holpital of Arras, of aremedy fentdown by theCourt. 
under tbe name of the extract of Saturn, for the cure 
of the itch, has hadall the good effects that could be. 
expected from it; if we except only a certain number 
of foldiers, on whom it took no effect; from which 
there was reafon to fufpect, that fome other difeafe 
might have been joined to the itch. Nor was this a, 
mere conjecture ; for by the ufe of baths and fric- | 
tions on the wrifts and hams with mercurial oint- 
ment and zthiops mineral, a ptifan of the root 
of bardana and Japathum, they were entirely cured. . 

The prefent account given by me, phyfician to 
the faid hofpital. Arras, the ift of Auguft, 1757. 

URAND. 


OBSERVATION of the Surgeon-Major 
of the Hofpital at Bethune. 


THE well knowneffed's of the extra&t of Saturn 
perfe@tly an{wer the author’s intention ; always 
fuppofing the ufe of it to be preceded by bleeding and 

‘. phylic ; 
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_phyfic; as thefe. are neceflary preparations for 
_ difpofing the blood to be benefited by this remedy. 
I have obferved, that of forty patients with the 
_ itch, who were treated with this medicine, ome 
were cured the 6th, the 8th, and the roth day; 
none excéeded the réth. Ihave farther obferved, 
that they were all cured by a copious perfpiration ; 
and upon that account I preferred the adminiftering 
it.at night, when the patient went to bed, For it 
is well known, that the two kinds of itch, both the 
mcift and the dry, are feated in the glands of the 
texture of the f{kin, and that nothing can more 
conduce to its cure than a copious perfpiration, 
which is always promoted by the warmth of the 
bed. 
The extra@ of Saturn is an adtive, fearching 
' medicine; whofe fine, penetrating particles divide 
the itchy concretions, and caufe them to tran{pire 
_ ¢brough the pores of the fkin, by means of a copi- 
ous fweat, which is brought on after every friction. 
“It is-finally our opinion, that this much approved 
remedy feems the moft efficacious, and the only 
one hitherto difcovered, that ought to be made nfe 
of. Such is the refult of the Obfervations made 
upon the effects of that remedy in the Military 
_ Hofpital at Bethune. Bethune, the 4th of March, 
31757. Signed Darquigs, furgeon-major to the 
B hofpitah \.o 


OBSERVATIONS of Mr. Dorurtmonr, 
.  Ssurgeon-Major of the Royal Hojpital at 
_. Gravelines, tranfmitted to the Court the 1ft 


of April, 1757. 


_ UPON the Court having done me the honour ta 
fend me a letter from Mr. Goulard, furgeon- major of 
_ the Royal Hofpital at Montpellier, in whichthe 
pact fet H 2 auther 
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author makes public the compofition of his Boue- 
ies, whofe bafis is the extract of Saturn, I care-. 


fully followed his directions with. great fuccefs. 


I was already acquainted with the virtues of the: 
vegeto-mineral water, by having made ufe of it to. 


great advantage inthe cure of ulcers in the legs, 
which prove very obftinate in this part of the 
world. The following is the compofition I have 
made ufe of, for thefe feventeen years paft; during 
which timel have had the honour of being fur- 
geon-major of this place. . 7 


Take four quarts of forge-water, two quarts of 


good vinegar, and two pounds of litharge of gold: 
boil the whole together dewn to “five quarts. 
Then Jet it fettle, and pour the liquor into bottles 
well coiked, for ufe. When I have a mind te 
ufe this liquor, which may be called. Saturnine- 
Martial Water, { begin by warming it, and then 
dip the compreffles and pledgets into it, whieh I 
apply to the ulcers as warm as poffible. ayy 

In regard to the itch, upon Mr. De Chateau- 
villars’s communicating to methe contents of a 
letter from Mr. De Caumartin, on the new me- 
thod of curing this difeafe, I followed the direc- 
tions, and above thirty foldiers of the battalion of 
Saint Lo, and as many more of Fifher’s, have 
been intirely cured. pu 

But to make a farther experiment, I wafhed the 
lard with the Saturnine-martial water, and then 
anointed the patients with it; by which means 
they were more eafily cured. Perhaps the ferru- 
gineous parts mixed with thofe of the lead, are 
better adapted for removing more fpeedily ob- 
{tru€tions in the cutaneous glands. 


_ Gravelines, April the rft, 1754. | 
Dormont, Surgeon-Major of the Hofpital, 


REMARKS. 


| 


P 276 “Hh 149 
Bes T8 tO) WA aR: A Ss 

IT appears from the cures performed in 
the above hofpitals and, thofe in the military 
one at Montpellier, wherein more than 2000 
foldiers have made ule cf the extract of Sa- 
turn, that this medicine ought to be conti- 
dered as the true fpecific for the treatment 
ef the itch. In our firft experiments, we 
mixed it up with lard: but we are fince 
convinced by a multitude of facts, that a 
mixture of the extract of Saturn with com- 
mon water, and a little brandy, is fufiicient 
to cure the itch. Neverthelefs, to haflen the 
{caling off the itchy eruptions, a little fea-falr, 
and alum in powder, may be added to the 
vegeto-mineral water, as we fhall direct in 
the Formule. 

This method may be looked upon as the 
moft perfect for the cure of the itch, and 
the moft likely to anfwer the intentions of 
the Minifiry; for in cafe it is followed, it 
will not be neceffary to fend the foldiers 
to the hofpitals, which will be a confiderable 
faving to the king; feeing it will be fufficient 
to rub the patients with the vegeto-mineral 
water at home. i oe Pe 

Our remedy has this advantage in parti- 
cular over others, that the fine particles, of 
which it is compofed, are more eafily intro- 
duced into the fource of the itchy leaven ; 
and confequently we fee the eruptions en- 
creale from the firft day it is ufed, to the 
| 3 fourth 
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fourth or fifth day, after which they dry 
away. Mr. Imbert, chancellor of the Uni-- 
verfity of Medicine, and infpector of the het 
pitals, appears to be convinced, bythe mul-- 
tiplication of the itchy’ eruptions; that this: 
remedy is poffefied of a quality dire@ly op-. 
pofite to repulfion, which has beén injuri-- 
oufly attributed to it. When ‘the itch is; 
entirely manifefted upon the fkin, this’medi:. 
cine acts by peripiration, which is’ particu- 
Jarly heightened in the night: a new proof: 
of the virtue which Mr. Imbert’ acknow:. 
Jedged it to have; and the effect of which), 
far trom repelling, opens, fearches, and’at- 
tenuates the itchy lcaven; encteafes and. 
brings out the eruptions ; fometimes favours 
__4 gentle, and fometimes a copious tranfpita- 
~eee“tion ; bUEalways acts with a force proper for” 
difipating the itchy matter. More’ than 
2000 itchy patients having been cured by | 
the effects of this application, without the 
Jeaft inconvenience refulting from it,’ prove 
that thofe who met with accidents in the 
treatment of fome others, were miftaken in 
foe effential point of the prefcription 
which Ihave given. This is the opinion 
we ought to entertain of the method em- 
_ ployed by the anonymous author of the laft 
Oblervations tranfmitted “to me by Mr. 
Chenevieres, by order of the Marquis de 
~Paulmy. pede yring es petake tad ay Ok 
~~ | will reft the proofs’ of the mild action of 
this remedy, and’ its difperfing, Pav eae 
- an 
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_and anodine quality, upon the Obfervations 
which have been. made. in the hofpitals of 
»Lille,, Dunkirk, Arras, Bethune, Douai, 
and Gravelines ; and on the. perfect and ra- 
-dical cure of all the itchy patients on whom 
it was tried.. The phyficians and furgeons 
.who attended them give it great commenda- 
tions. In one of thefe hofpitals alone, it is 
faidto have retarded the cure; but not one 
of the. Obfervations upon the occafion has 
_ remarked, that this remedy was fubyect co the 
inconveniencies with which the author of the 
-laf&t Obfervations charges it. It is really fur- 
__»prifing, that in the treatment of feven itchy 
patients of which he has given an account, 
it fhould have been attended with fo many 
revolutions, fo many abfceffes and colics, 
-and fo many other accidents, which certainly 
have nothing in common withthe effects ot 
our medicine. We muft cdo it this juftice, 
when. we are fupported by thoulands of facts 
againft its repelling quality. By whatlaw 
of caufes and. effects fhould this- remedy 
prove fo.fuccefsful in the cure of fo great a 
-number.of itchy patients as | have attended 
-fince the month of November, 1756, and in 
the hofpitals of Flanders, and be fo unfavour- 
_» ableinothe. feven. cafes which the author of 
the laft Obfervations mentions? We beg 

. that the Minifter will be fo good as to attenci 
a little to this laft Obfervation. The con- 
fequences dawn sby the fame Obfervator are 
apparently well. grounded, though entirely 
| H 4 falie 
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falfe-in effect. He looks upon the extrac 
of Saturn to be a dangerous medicine, and 
attributes to it all the violent accidents 
which attended fome of his patients. I can 
only add, in oppofition to the long detail 
he has given of them, a lift of effe€tual and 
peedy cures, compleated without the leaft 
inconvenience, both in our hofpital under 
the eyes of Mr. Imbert our infpector, whofe 
atreftation ought to be decifive, and in 
others where it was ufed for the itch. The 
repelling quality which the abovementioned 
author attributes to our remedy, is incom. 
patible with its known effects. The hiftory 
of its fuccefs would fill many volumes;. 
and [can fay with great truth and fatisfae- 
tion, that it has been the means of removing 
the prejudices of many celebrated phyficians 
and furgeons in this univerfity, who were 
formerly inclined to rank the extract of Sa- 
turn among repelling medicines. Ina word, 
it is the great external remedy ufed in this 
city, fo celebrated for the art of healing, as 
well as in others, for the cure of external or 
chirurgical difeafes, in which repellers muft 
be greatly hurtful; whereas ours daily pro- - 
duces fuch effects as furprife the mafters of 
the art, who are not to be impofed upon, 
and were not convinced before they faw a 
thoufand proofs of its efficacy. oe 
_ The fame author in his Obfervations, to 
decry the extract of Saturn, has drawn an 


a:gument from the accidents that happen to 
| the 
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the workmen in lead-mines: but though he 
agrees with the reft of mankind, in recom- 
mending mercury asa fpecific in the vene- 
‘real difeafe, he takes no notice of the fatal 
accidents to which the unhappy victims 
condemned to labour in the quickfilver mines 
are daily expofed. It is neverthelefs certain, 
however good their conftitutions may be, that 
they never exceed four years, without being, 
feized with tremblings and contractions of 
the nerves, involuntary fpafms of the muf- 
cles, habitual and often mortal palfies. 
However, from thefe mines, whofe effects 
are fo pernicious to fuch as work in them, 
‘is drawn the fpecific for the venereal difeafe. 
Now is it not evident, that the accidenis 
which befall the workmen employed in the 
lead and quick filver mines, are lefs the effects 
of thefe minerals, than of the arfenical and 
heterogeneous particles that are mixed with 
them? 

Whoever would be convinced of the ex- 
iftence of thefe heterogeneous fubitances, 
need only take mercury, as it comes out of 
the mine, and then pound it witha wooden 
peftle in a marble mortar full of water; and 
it will be found, that a brown powder will 
be feparated, and fall to the bottom of the 
mortar, which will come away with the wae 
‘ter, when poured. off. — 

Mercury; thus prepared, produces effects 
known to all the world, by curing the moft 
obftinate venereal difeafes, without any in- 

H 5 ) conve- 
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conveniencies ever réefulting from it, when 
adminiftered by able hands. I do not-exag- 


gerate, when I affert, that‘T never loft “one. 


paticnt, among(t the many thoufands that 
I have attended in the Royal Hofpital and 
at home, by the bad effects of mercury; 
which was undoubtedly owing to the atten= 
tion I gave to the due preparation of it. 

Now, do not the falutary effeéts produced 
by mercury, nicely feparated from all hete- 
rogeneous matter, authorife us to fay, that 
the fame refources may be found in the pre- 
parations of lead for other complaints, if the 
like care is taken to have it well’ purified 
before it is made ufe of ? Such a preparation 
is that which follows from an ‘ebullition of 
litharge with vinegar, of which the extract 
of Saturn is the refult, employed under the 
different forms we give it; and’ which per- 
forms cures every day, which'the moft emi- 
nent of the profeffion cannot behold without 
aftonifhmenr, in339 

It muft be obferved, as an effential cir- 
cumftance, that the ftrongeft vinegar is the 
moft proper to diffolve the litharge; on 
which account we fhall particularly. recom- 
mend that of Rouffillon and Languedoc. 

It is not lefs important to remark, that 
the boiling of the litharge with the vinegar 
ought to be continued an hour and a half, 
as [ have mentioned in my letter to Mr. 
De La Martiniere, dated in the year 17g13. 
and likewife in a Memoir read the fame 

year 
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year to the: Royal Society. at Montpellier. 
‘An ounce of the-extrack.of Saturn and as 
much brandy. fhould be, put toa quart of 
common water, which ought. to be uled, ge- 
nerally {peaking, two or three umes a day, in 
the appearance of the irch, during the four 
or-five Brit days: But when the eruption 
feems to be compleat, and tends towards a 
‘turn by drying away, to every quart of 
water, compofed as above directed, fhould 
be added an-ounce of fea-falt and an ounce 
of allum in powder; which is to be uled 
as above. It may not be improper to ob- 
ferve, that this addition is not abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for the cure of the itch, and that it 
only ferves to accelerate it. 

We fhould add, that the a@tion of our 
remedy ought to be affifted by a certain de- 
gree of heat, as was obferved by the lurgeon- 
major of the hofpital of Bethune 5 and as I 
myfelt had formerly remarked to Mr. Imbert, 
infpector of the hofpitals, and other phy it- 
cians and furgeons, who did me the honour 
to follow me in my vifits. This will not 
appear furprifing, if it be confidered that the 
principal effe€l of our remedy confilts in 
bringing out the itchy matter through the 

ores of the fkin; fo that its acuion cughe 
naturallyto be favoured by heat, to procure 
an abundant tran{piration. Smee 

“However, I have not pretenced te alert 
that my medicine would cure the itech whem 
combined with the venereal difeale, king's 
bi" HG evils 


156 A. TREATISE om LEAD, 
evil, er fcurvy, as the author of the lat. 
Obiervations feems to infinuate. . 

No body is ignorant, that thefe difeafes 
require a particular method, and. appropri- 
ated medicines. There is room to judge, 
that this author is no practitioner, and that 
he has been betrayed by weak authorities. 
into an efteem of the remedies he propoies.. 
Can he in effeét blame the extraé ot Saturn, 
becaufe he believed it to be a repeller, while: 
he recommends an ointment made of allam 
mixed with hog’s lard? But no body has the 
leat doubt of allum being an altringent and 
repeller, though perhaps they have doubted: 
of the method by which the extra of Sa- 
turn has operated. Would any one now, 
with the author of thefe Obfervations, pro- 
pole the ointment of Citrinum for the treat- 
ment of the itch ? There is nothing, in effect, 
more dangerous than the folution of mer- 
eury in aqua fortis, although it be mixed 
with lard, and ufed only in extérnal applica- 
tions. Tne fame muft be faid of the preci- 
pitate of mercury, of which every one knows 
the effeéts, | 

We hopé that the author of the Obferva- 
tions will change his fentiments upon the 
effects of the extract of Saturn, when he has 
examined without prejudice all that Ihave 
faid, to fubdue this error, in the courfe of 
this-work, "9% 4 

Laftly, it is with the extract of Saturn. 
as with mercury, and all other excellent re- 

cae a 3 medies 5 
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medies; it muft be ufed with judgement, to 
render it ferviceable, and I willingly ac- 
knowledge, that a milapplication of it may 
be attended with danger. But I beg at the 
fame time, that I may be permitted to have 
-recourfe to the authority of the Minifter, to 
make the efficacy of our remedy appear in 
all the cafes for which I] recommended it. 

The difference in the time cf curing the 
itcl: depends upon its quality, duration, 
the number of puftules, the {tate of the 
blood, complications, and laftly, the ttate of 
the weasbials 

In general, the miliary and puftulous itch 
are cured ina very Short time. 

The itch in the beginning, where the 
eruptions are not as yet entirely manifeited, 
requires fome days more for a cure, 

The fcaly itch takes a little more time in 
the cure, becaufe it is not fufficient to de- 
—ftroy the caufe. But we muft alfo attend, 
after the fall of the fcales, to the reftoraticn 
of the epidermis. | 

The itch that is at the fame time fcaly and 
like a tetter, requires {till more days; becaufe 
we have not only the leaven of the itch to 
fubdue, but alfo that of the tetter, 

If the venereal difeafe, fcurvy, or the like 
complaint, be complicated with the itch, this 
complication muft be attended to, and muft 
direct us in the method of. cure. 

When the blood of thofein theitch is ex- 
tremely heated, fizy, and acrimonious, we 

mult 
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muft be very liberal in the. ufe of {weeteners, 
coolers, diluters, and domeft:c baths. 
Experience has convinced us, that the 
cold weather is mot at all favourable to. the 
treatment of the itch, becaufe it fhuts up 
the pores of the fkin,. and retards. confe- 
quently the tranfpiration of the itchy leaven, 
when it is attenuated in the miliary glands by 
the action of our metallic. remedy. | 
Although it may appear that patients in 
the itch were cured at Lille, in Flanders, 
fooner by the common method than by the 
extract of Saturn; yet to decide equitably 
of their refpeGtive merit, 1t would be necef- 
fary to make ufe of both methods at. the 
fame time; for the fuccefs of the common 
‘method, when employed in warm weather, 
will not afcertain its fuperior excellence, 
when compared with ours. For it is cer-_ 
tain, as I have already remarked, that the 
feafon of the year retards or favours the 
cure of the itch, in whatever manner it is 
treated ; and we may venture to fay, that 
the experiments made with our medicine 
were neither affifted by a favourable feafon 
or climate; for as the country was northerly, 
the cold muft have been more confiderable, 
and confequently retarded the cure, unlefs 
the rooms of the patients were carefully 
warmed, Without doubr, ail thefe circum- 
{tances were more favourable in the other 
“hofpitals where the cure was effected in lefs- 
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‘Whatever remedics are made ufe of for 
the cure of the itch, the fame variations will 
‘occur, with this difference, that by the ufe of 
cur remedy the cure is fooner compleated 
(fuppofing every other circumftance parallel); 
except when repellers are made ufe of, which 
by driving back the itchy leaven, caufe the 
eruptions to difappear, and lay a foundation 
for fatal confequences: fuch, for example, 
‘as muft be the effect of allum water, when 
made ufe of in the beginning of the dileafe, 


CHAP. 
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On Ruptures. 


F all the branches of the art, there is 
perhaps not one that has been carried 

to that degree of perfection as the treitment 
of ruptures, and that fo evidently cemon- 
firates the iuperior excellence of modern fur- 
gery over that of the antients. 1 thall noc 
enter into a detail of the diferent kinds of 
ruptures, nor of their various cures. Such 
as are defirous to perfect themfcives in the 
know-edge of this important branch of the 
profeffion, may confult the different aurhors 
who have publifhed very elaborate treatifes 
on this fubject; but particularly the excel- 
Jent work of Mr. Arnaud, and the Memoirs 
of the Royal Academy of Surgery. [I fhall 
confine mylelf in this place to fome fhort re- 
marks upon external applications, the nature 
of the ftrangled inteftines, and the operation 
of reducing the inteftine, ? 
Bellofte is; I believe, the firft who made 

jt appear, that emollients were hurtful in 
ruptures with. flrangulation. He had, how- 
ever, made ufe of them for thirty years, and 
afterwards banifhed both them and oily ap- 
plications, which he looked upon, with reafon, ° 
as pernicious remedies, I am of SRuoH 
We 
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however, that the vegeto- mineral liquor, or 

oxycrate, is preferable to ice and fnow, which 
are recommended by Bellofte. 

_ With regard to. ftrangulations, I am per- 
fuaded that when they begin, there is no 
inflammation, and that there only then exifts 
an inflation of that part of the gut which ts 
engaged in the ring. This inflation of the 
gut is occafioned by a rarefaction of the fub- 
{tances confined in this portion of the intef- 
tine; and which is the caufe that the gut 
cannot be pufhed back through the opening 
of the ring, which now is become too {mail. 
This cannot remain long in this fituation, 
before the veffels of the ftrangled inteltine 
fwell, and thence follows an inflammation. i 
arm aot however of opinion, though it is ge- 

nerally fuppofed, that the ring, which 1s 
thought to be inflamed, contributes of itfelf 
to the ftrangulation. TL rather look upon. it, 
in this cafe, as acord upon the ftretch, that 
is not fufceptible of relaxation, whatever 
applications are employed to procure it. 

By what I have faid, itis eafy to perceive, 
that we ought effentially to attend to a dimi- 
nution of the fize of the inteftine; feeing it 
is to the increafed volume of it we are to 

ttribute the impoffibility of returning if into 
theabdomen. Now the remedies Ihave re- 
commended above, F mean the extract of 

Saturn in water, or oxycrate, are the moft 
proper to anfwer this indication, and the 
fhorteft refle@tion is fufficient ro fhew, that 

emol- 
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emollients, by relaxing,the coats of the in- 
teftine, cannot but render it more fufcéptible 
of extenfion, and confequently favour the 
itrangulation. ; 

The taxis, or the operation by which we 
reduce the intefline, is more dificult than 
is imagined; and I have feldom {een a fur- 
geon acquit himfeif with fuccefs, efpecially 
when it is attended with {trangulation.. 

I fhall now lay before the reader the thah- 
her in which I have been-accuftomed to pro- 
ceed in the reduction of the parte , 

After having placed the patientin a proper 
fituation, I put one hand under the thigh of 
the affected fide, and apply the other upon 
the tumour. Thefe two hands ac in con- 
junction by gentle and ealy moyements, The 
air returns at firft but io a little quantity, 
and. the {welling decreafes, but infenfibly ; — 
however, we muit not be too hafty in the 
Operation, as we fhould only put the patient 
to violent pain, without effecting a reduction 
of the parts. But as the operation, performed 
in the manner I have directed, lafts a confi- 
derable time, and very much fatigues the 
furgeon, I am relieved occalionally by an 
affittant, to whom | recommend fimply to 
dupport the parts in the fame ftatein which. I 
Ifo them.) When Ishave’ recovered myteif 
from the fatigue, T return again‘to my work, 
and go on in this method'ttli J have made the 
inteftine recede. J Can venture to fay, that 
by proceeding thus with cHeum{p. dian | 

have 
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have often fucceeded, without giving the pa- 
“tient pain, in cafes where many ‘others had 
filed. -[ refle&t with pleafure, that 1 once 
eave relief to a profefior of phyfic in this 
city, at a time when every one thought his 
life in-danger. ! 

The following Obfervations will help to 
fupport what I have advanced upon the fub- 


jects | 
OBSERVATION I. 


a | 

1 W-A S {ent for to Nimes, in the Month of July 
1750, to fee Mr. Teitié, lord of Marguerite, aged 
“eighty-four, who for three days paft had a rupture, 
with ftrangulation. - The phylicians and. furgeons 
had applied the emollient cataplafms generally made 
ufe-of onthe occafion. My firft care was to attempt 
the redu@tion of the inteftine ; but not fueceeding 1n 
my attempt, I repiaced the former cataplafm, and 
‘we con{ulted on the moft advifeable methods to be 
taken, to refcue the patient from the immincnt 
danger he was expoled to. The gentlemen my 
aflociates. confented to an application of vinegar 
and water, for want of the extract of Saturn: One 
part of vinegar was mixed to three parts of watel. 
I caufed comprefles, dipped in this mixture, to be 
applied to the tumour 5 thefe were carefully moift- 
encd every half hour, from eleven o’clock in the 
forenoon to’ fix in the afternoon; at which time 
the gentlemen of the confultation returned.» On 
* removing the drefling, we found the tumour dimi- 
niibed one half, I made a fecond effort to reduce 
‘the parts, in which I fucceeded. The patient cried 
out, 1 Am CURED; and he actually was fo, | 


OBSER- 
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OBSERVATION I, 


Communicated by Mr. Vive Fe Moafter-Surgcon: 
of Ville-Franche.. 


ON the 24th of April, 1758, I was fent for toa 
man who had an inguinal rupture, with ftrangu- 
lation, which I perceived to be only an enterocelle. 
After having tried to reduce the part without fuc- 
cefs, by the application of the common remedies, 
fuch as emollient cataplafms and fomentations, | 
had at Jaft recourfe to the vegeto-mineral water. 
‘The effect of it was fuch, that in fix hours time the 

hernia receded of itfelf, and the patient was pere 
fectly cured, 


OBSERVATION IIL 
By the-fame. 

TWAS fent for the rsth of July, 1759, toa 
man who had a hernia, with ftrangulation, joined 
to a cirlocelle. Emollient cataplafms and fomenta- 
tions, domeitic batlis, and’ other hke remedies ge= 
nerally prefcribed, had no effe@. But by a conti- 
nued application of the vegeto-mineral water for 
eight or ten hours, the parts retreated, and the 
patient found great relief from the cirfocelle for a 
long time after. : 


OBSERVATION Ivy. 


Communicated by Mr. Simon, Surgeon to St. 
Eltas’s Hofpital at Montpellier. 


ON the 16th of Auguft, 1755, one Saint Aig- . 
nan, ferjeant in the Royal Regiment of Rouflillon, 
came to St. Elias’s Hofpital, having a Be clan) 

fan- 
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atiangulMtion onthe right fide, a confiderable ten- 
‘fron cf the lower belly, with a vomiting of chylous 
matter, which had continued for three days. He 
was frequently blooded, and cataplafms made with 
the pulp of emollient plants were applied with fo 
little fuccefs, that the patient loft his ftrength, and 
his fituation became more and more alarming. A 
confultation being called upon the occafion, the 
operation was refolved upon. I defired they would 
- give medeave, before they proceeded farther, to 
«try anapplication of ice on the parts affected ; 
which was confented to. The ice remained ten 
hours on the hernial tumour, af the expiration of 
which, the parts were found to have receded of 
themfelves: I fupported them by a ere. ¥ and 
‘the patient was perfectly cured. 


This Obfervation confirms what] vidvanted 
of the {trangulation, in the beginning of this 
chapter. For it is certain, that the applica- 
tion of the ice could never have effected a 
diffipation of the tumour, without confider- 
ably diminifhing the volume of the parts, 
and thereby Jefiening the proportion betwixt 
them and the opening of the ring, through 
which they had found a paffage. | "Tiaweucr 
notwithftanding the fuccefs attending the ap- 
plication of the ice on this occafion, and the 
obfervations of other authors, I cannot help 
thinking fuch a remedy fometimes dangerous, 
and therefore fhould prefer the vegeto-mi- 
_heral water; or, in want of that, a mixture 
of vinegar and water, » 
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CBSERVATION on the Reduéiion of a Bu- 
bonocelle, with Strangulation, after four Days 
and a balf. | 


ON the 20th of OGober, 1759, 1 was font for to 
a blackfmith in my neighbourhood, who had had a 
hernia, with ftrangulation, for four days and a half, 
occafioned by a violent exertion at his trade. He 
faid nothing of it to his family. The inteftine 
was forced out, notwithftanding a bandage which 
he wore. He thought he could reduce it himfelf, 
as he had frequently done; but a naufea and colic 
obliged him to fend for me. I reprimanded him 
for not doing it fooner..I undertook the reduc- 
tion, by the method above defcribed; and I was 
the more pleafed, after a great deal of fatigue, ‘to 
find, that not only the hernia was reduced, but like- 
wife that my opinion of reducing hernias by degrees, 
was confirmed by this difficult operation. , 


OBSERVATION communicated. 
Mr. VIVAREZ, mafter-furgeon of St. Hippoli- 


tus’s Hofpital, made ufe of the vegeto-mineral water 
for the reduction of an hernia, with ftrangulation, 
which had baffled for many days together the 
application of emollients. It was acrural hernia, 
and the woman who had it was fourfcore and feven 
years of age. This furgeon afferts, that he never 
faw fuch immediate effects from any remedy as he 
did from ours, which made the hernia recede al- 
moft immediately. | 
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Ox the Piles. 


| I Tis well known that the piles are fwellings 
: of the veins which furround the anus, 
This difeafe is produced by a vifcidity of the 
blood and lymph, an obftru@tion in fome of 
the inteftines of the lower belly, or an irri- 
tation therein, occafioned by the excrements 
being very hard, and of an acrimonious 
difpofition, 

This hardnefs is fo confiderable in fome 
fubjects, thar the foeces may be confidered, 
in the efforts that are made to go to ftool, 
asa folid wedge, which is ftrongly puthed 
downwards, by the combined action of the 
midriff and mufcles which furround the ab- 
domen, and which aéts with violence upon 
the fides of the re€tum, and forces into the 
hemorrhoidal veffels a fuper-abundance of 
blood, which infenfibly extends them very 
conliderably. The piles either appear exter- 
nally, or are confined within; which dif-. 
ference has occafioned their being called ex- 
ternal or internal. I have feen the laft of 
an enormous fize, and put the patient to as 
great pain as a woman fuffers in labour, and 
that as often as he went to ftool. 


During 
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DURING my ftay at Genoa, I was fent for te 


Patré Cuneo, a religious perfon, and divine to the 
archbifhop of that city. He had the internal piles, 
which he was obliged to pufh out every time he 
went to ftool; and it is difficult to exprefs what 
he fuffered, both when they came out and receded. 
He could never be prevailed upon to fubmit to 
the operation; however, upon my reprefenting to 
him the neceflity of it, he fubmitted to it, and it 
was performed after the ordinary preparations in the 
following manner. 

- The piles being forced outwards, I feized the: 
packet, which was very large, with my hand, and 
-cut off above half of them. The reafon why I did 
not cut them all off, was to obviate the following 
inconveniences: It appears from experience, that 
when the whole packet is cut off by a circular 
f{troke, the fear being contraéted, and difficult to 
fubdue, ftops up the paflage through which the ex- 
-crements pafs, as I have often had opportunities to 
obferve. Befides, one need not be uneafy on ac- 
count of the remaining part of the piles, as by 
the flux of blood. they die away; and this favours 
the dreffing, as it does the placing a roll made of 
many pieces of lint faftened together above the 
parts that were cut. ‘I'he operation finifhed, the 
patient was drefled according to art: two hours 
after, he had fo great an inclination to go to fteol, 
that the dreflings were obliged to be taken off, and 
fo violent an hemorrhage fucceeded, that great 
danger might have enfued, had they not fent for 
‘me ‘immediately to ftop it. It was methodically 
drefled, and the patient was in a fair way of recovery 
at my departure from Genoa in Odtober 1748. 


I fhall not here relate any more Obferva- 


tions upon the piles, becaufe there is no. 


practitioner who has not feen many cafes of 
this 


4 
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_ this kind, and is not convinced that the piles 
are fufceptible of prodigious magnitude, 
when precautions are not taken to hinder it. 
To aniwer this purpofe, the ufe of {weeteners, 
and a proper regimen, is neceflary ; as are 
likewife glyfters, to prevent the irritations 
occafioned by the hardnefs of the faeces, as 
often as it is neceflary to go to ftool. 

When the glyfter is come away, I wath 
the piles with the vegeto-mineral water, and 
then apply to them the cerate, made with 
wax, oil, and the above water. If the piles 
are external, I wafh them many times a day 
_ with the water, and then apply the cerate. 
_ This method of treating the piles has fuc- 
ceeded fo well with me, that if I had colle@ed 
all the cafes wherein it had anfwered tm 
expectation, the detail would be afluredly 
very long. : 
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CHAP. XE. 


Extras of Letters and Certificates. 


E, cannot take too many precautions te: 

afcertain the effects of new-difcover- 
ed remedies adopted by practitioners; and. 
though the efficacy cf that which. I now’ 
prefent to the Public is afcertained by many’ 
thoufand experiments, yet I thought proper’ 
to fubjoin the concurring teftimony of many: 
of the profeffion, who have made ufe of it;, 
upon which account I have placed the ex-. 
tracts. of different letters I have. received. 
upon the fubject, in a chapter by them-: 
felves, | 


Extraéi of a Letter qrote to me by Mr, GueE- 
RIN, Member of the Royal Academy of Sur- 
gery, concerning the Extrad of Saturn, 


I AM extremely impatient to fee your own Ob- 
fervations on the effects of your remedy: I am 
convinced, as well as yourfelf, that it is an admi- 
rable one; I myfelf have made ufe of it hitherte 
with fuccels. 


Extra of another Letter from the fame. 
AS to the extract of Saturn, I can affure you, I 
have made ufe of it with great fuccefs, and that 1 
continue to do fo ia all kinds of cafes. I have 
relieved 


' 
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relieved at two different times two patients in the 
gout, with this remedy; and there is feldom a 
cafe I have not ufed it in, either as a lotion, cerate, 
or mixed up -with different digeftives: when uled 
in the form laft mentioned, I have obferved that 
the moft fenfible wounds have become lefs fo. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. V atrre, Mafter- 
Surgeon at Paris, and Surgeon-Major to the 
Regiment of Normandy. ) 


-1 AM not in the leaft furprifed, Sir, in following 
ftep by ftep the method which you have defcribed, 
in your printed letter to Mr. De La Martiniere, 
concerning the treatment of diforders of the urethra, 
at the effects I myfelf faw. 

Mr. Daran has made a myftery of it. But you, 
who have an equal love for the art of furgery and 
the practitioner, have removed every difficulty, 
which before appeared infurmountable, in the treat- 


ment of this diforder. I am, &c. 


Extra# of a Letter from Mr. De La Fer- 
MIERE, Sargeon-Major of the Regiment of 
Navarre. 


MY CONFRERES and (elf often talk of you 
they are all partifans and admirers of They 
make great ule of your remedies with great (uccefs, 
as Ido myfelf, and have allayed the effects. at- 
tending fome operations I lately performed at 
Strafbourgh; and performed cures upon my pa- 
tients with pomatums and liniments with which 
your extract was mixed. I think you by no means 
ftand in need of any evidence to prove the goad 
effects of your remedies: you are yourfelf the belt 
certificate. Tam, &¢. * : 
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Another Letter from the fame. 


ASK me no longer for any farther proofs of the 


excellency of your remedy ; it is beyond all doubt: 
you may have as many certificates as you pleafe, 
concerning its miraculous effects. It is the true 
chirurgical panacea. ‘There is no regiment with= 
out it, and in which it is not-ufed with great fuc- 
cefs, for the difperfing of {wellings and inflam- 
mations, even fuch as threaten a gangrene. I have 
always found it of very great fervice in the mott 
defperate cafes, ufed in baths, lotions, and pumps 
ings. All my brethren, to whom I have mentioned 
the remedy, have related inftances of its amazing 
efficacy ; and chiefly our ‘friend Mr, Cremoux, to 
whofe merit you are no flranger. He has often rea 
Jated to me the cures performed either by himfelf 
or father; but they are too numerous to recapitu- 


. late here : however, they are certainly not only a juit 


clogium, but a cenvincing proof of the efficacy of 
your remedy. The chirurgical art owes you its 
beft wifhes, and its moft grateful acknowledge- 
ments. You have been able to new modify an old 
remedy, and to render it ufeful in every complaint; 
a thing never known before. I am, &Xc. 


EXPERIMENTS /fucce/sfully made with . 


the Extradt of Saturn, according to Mr. 
imBertT’s Method and Account, Chancellor 
of the Univer4ty, &e. 
1.. THE vegeto-mineral water in incipient op- 
shalmies. Seg 
2. Baths, injections, comprefles wetted with 
the above water, have cured very confiderable phy- 
miofes, andeven fuchas threatened a gangrene, which 
has fereened feveral patients from the operation. - 
, ETE 
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3. It has fucceeded very well in every fpecies of 
chancre; and fome recent wounds, which required 
to be reunited, have been cured by its ufe, with- 
out coming to fuppuration. 

4. It has been ufed with great fuccefs in the cure 
of tetters. 

5. In gonorrheas, where it was thought proper 
. to ftop the running. 

6. Some have been cured by it of rbeumatilms ; 
and they are actually trying it upon anchilofes and 
old ulcers. 

- I, Surgeon, trufted with the care of the Mili- 
tary Hofpital at Toulon, for the venereal and 
wounded, during the abfence of Mr. Boucault, 
certify that I have feen the good eftects of the above 
experiments; to confirm which, I have hereto fet 
my hand. 
Signed, TouRNigs. 


Toulon, May 28, 1757. 


Certificate of Mr Gui1LuerMeE, Surgeon Major 
bly 9 of the Royal Marines. 


I THe underwritten, Surgeon-major to the Royal 
Regiment of Marines, do certify, That fince Mr. 
Goulard has made the ufeful difcovery of the vir- 
tues of the extra€t of Saturn for the cure of the 
itch, I have followed exactly the treatment in his 
hofpital of near two hundred patients in that 
diforder: they were all radically cured, and ina 
much lefs time by the ufe of this remedy, than 
by any other method, efpecially fince the addition of 
allum and falt. Although it is above fix months 
fince they have left the hofpital, not one of them 
has ever had the leaft return of the diforder; and 
all of them, without exception, have been free from 
thofe accidents which too frequently follow the 
common methods of cure, as impoithumes, very 

Mig alarming 
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alarming internal complaints, &c. The fame re- 
mark has been made by many able phyficians of 
his majefty’s hofpitals. Such an experiment, added 
to the fingular effect of this remedy, in encreafing, 
on its firft application, the itchy eruptions, very 
clearly proves, that it acts by no means as a repel- 
_ ler. Many other foldiers have experienced its good 
efects in inflammations, tumours, and _ tetters, 
_which had been proof againft other applications, 
as well as in venereal complaints, when local, 
Given at Montpellier, this 12th of May, 1757. 
: Signed, GUILLERME. 


Extraé of a Letter from Mr. Bounntio., of 
the Univerfity of Montpellier, Phyfician to 
the King, Se. , 


SIR, The frequent experiments, during the 
courfe of many years, which I have made with 
your extract of Saturn, and the happy effeéts I 
have found from it, as well for internal as exter- 
nal complaints, have induced me to communicate 
an Obfervation to you, which is no lefs extraor- 
dinary on account of the nature of the com- 
plaint which is the fubject of it, than of the 
furprifing cure performed in great meafure by your 
remedy ; which makes me look upon it as «a true 
panacea, and univerfal antiphlogiftic medicine. 

I fhall not -here particularize every cafe in 
which it has anfwered my intentions, both in point 
of efficacy and celerity; but fhall take another 
Opportunity, when I am at more leifure from bufi- 
nefs, to place things ina clear light. 

I fhall always think myfelf bound to thank you 
for the difcovery of a remedy which performs. 
wonders, when made ufe of with judgement. I 
am, &c. | 


Extrad 
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Extraf of a Letter from Mr. Au vNGRI, 
| Surgeon-Major of Fort Brefcou, , 


I HAVE long, Sir, obferved the admirable effects 
of the extract of Saturn. The cures I have per- 
formed by its means are too numerous to be parti- 
-eularized here. I fhall therefore only obferve in 
- general, that I have feldom met witha cafe in 
which it has not fucceeded, either as a lotion, po- 
matum, or mixed with digeftives. J have known 
it perform wonders in inflammations, wounds, ul- 
cers, &c. But what has made me an enthufiaft in 
its favour, if Imay fo fpeak, is, that I have cured 
~ occult cancers in their beginning, by the applica- 
tion of it, 

Signed, ALYNGRI. 


Extrait of a Eetter from Mr. LAUMONT, 
_. Sargeon of the Royal Marines. 
THE proofs which I have of the good effects of 
the extract of Saturn, authorife me to allure the 
Public, that it may be looked upon as a {pecific 
in all chirurgical difeafes, which do not take their 
rife from any fault in the fluids. I have ufed it 
with fuccefs in the cure of tetters and the itch, 
contufions and fprains, of all kinds of ulcers, 
phymofis and paraphymofis, deafnefs, opthalmics,. 
and rheumatic pains. For all thefe complaints, I 
have ufed it in lotions, fomentations, pumpings,: 
injections, and cataplafms : In teftimony of which, 
Lhave figned this certificate. 
: LAUMONT.- 
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Extract of a Letter from’ Mr. Bavawiere, 
Surgeon-major of the Regiment of Tour 
Du-Pin, | a 

SIR, : 
I HAVE been honoured with your letter, in 


anfwer to mine. You obferve very juftly, that I 


had forgot to mention to you the furprifing effects 
Ehad feen from your medicine, in the treatment 
of Gun-fhot wounds. I fhall now remark, that 
it feldom happens, during fome part of the treat- 
ment of thefe wounds, but an inflammation comes 
on, either in the beginning, cr afterwards. No 
application has fucceeded with me with greater 
celerity or efficacy than your extract, applied by 
micans of compreffes, dipped into it warm, upon 


‘the part; which were carefully fo far moiftened 


jrom time to time, as to prevent their drying, 
‘Ehus Ihave not only abated the inflammation, 
but likewife the pain. I have ufed it with great 
fuccefs for cicatrizing the above wounds: I have 
likewife frequently prefcribed it in every {pecies 
of inflammation and opthalmia, taking care pre- 
vioufly to modify it according to the diforder and 
part affected: This Sir, is all I have to fay on 
thefe diforders. If time permitted, I would give 
you a detail of each particular cafe; but bufinefs 
renders that impoffible at prefent. Be affured of 
my beft withes, and that I am, Sir, &c. 


Signed, BRUGUIERE. 


Extraé 
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Extra of a Letter from Mr. Fevrx, Sur- 
gcon-Major of a Man of War, the 30th of 
Fuly, 1754. 


Mr. Felix is a Creole, native of the Ha- 
_Vannah; was apprentice to me, and then 

ferved in the Military Hofpital here as under- 
furgeon. The following is the extract of a 
letter he wrote to me on his return from the 
Indies, | 


ICAN affure you with equal fatisfa€:ion and 
gratitude, that in my firft voyage to Vera-Cruz, I 
was compleatly happy. I performed many furpri- 
fing operations, and cured many chirurgical difor- 
ders, the account of which would be tedious. All 
that I fhall fay, Sir, is, that I have often made ufe 
of your remedy, and even for the dreffings after 
Operations performed. ‘The patients were foon 
relieved from pain, and fo foon cured, that they 
could not fay enough in cominendation of your 
admirable water. I have employed it with equal 


_-fuccefs at. the Havannah, and acquired by it a re- 


putation above all my brethren, who were witnefles 
of its efficacy. 


Extra of a Letter from Mr. Paces, Sur- 
geon-Major to the Royal Hefpital at Alais, 
cn the general Ejfedis of ibe Extrali of Sa- 

- turn. 


YOU defire to be informed, Sir, whether I have 
made any obfervations on the ufe of the extract. of 
' Saturn. I here fend you thofe that I have hitherto 
made. As I have ufed this remedy for fome time, 
| Is I fiad 
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1 fin’ it very proper for the drefling old ulcers, 
for which -purpoie 4 put five-and-twenty or thirty 
drops of the extract in a tumbler of water, and 
wath them, with this liquor only, as many times 2 
day as neceffary. I have frequently ufed it in in- 
flammations of the penis, and efpecially for any 
little ulcer at the bottom of the throat, as a gar- 
garifm. I prefcribed the extraét laft fpring with 
fuccefs to two foldiers of the Regiment of Langue- 
doc, whom I cut for the fiftula in ano; I emplo ed 
the liquor for the injections, and wetted the “lt 
compreffes with it: this method I contimued till 
the cure was performed. I have likewife obferved 


that this liquor abates much the inflammation of 


the eyes, as it does their watering. 


Mr. Gautier, of the town of Aix, wrote 


me feveral fairers. in which he fpeaks of the 
good effects of the extract of Saturn, for the 
treatment of many chirurgical diforders. 


Mr. Cremoux, furgeon- -major of the Dau- 


phin Regiment of Infantry, has alfo informed. 
me, that he frequently ufes my remedy. 
Mr. Robert, mafterturgeon at Menerbes, 


informed me by a letter dated the 29th of © 


Nov. 1757, that he was very well pleafed 
with the extract” of Saturn, which he had 
fuece(sfully ufed in many complaints. 


Mr. Menuret, M. D. makes great ufe of 


this remedy, as do the following perfons : 
Mr, Soulier, furgeon-major of the Regi- 
ment of Bigorre. 
Mr. Solayres, phyfician. 
Mr. Barthe, furgeon-major to the Royal 
Regiment PAU Sy | 
Mr. 
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oMr. Pechagut, an old officer of Infantry, 
has cured many. difcafes with. this remedy.. 

Mr.-Cofte, M. D..at Agde. 

Mr. Didier,. fargeor major to. the Royal: 
Corfican Regiment of Cavalry.. 

Mr. Bruguiere, mafter-furgeon, and fure. 

geon-major of the fort: of Saumieres. 
' Mr. Simon, mafter-furgeon at Monteli-~ 
mart. 

Mr. Durand, a furgeon-major of the: 
navy. 

Mr. Alyngri, mafter-furgeon’ of Cette,, 
furgeon-major of the fort of Brefcou. 

Mr. Laumont, furgeon to the Royal Re- 
giment of Marines. 

Mr. St. Paul, furgeon-major of the. Royal: 
_ Hofpital at ‘Clune 

Mr. !Delan, furgeon-major of the Regi- 
ment of Breffe, from. Rochelle, the 1gth: 
of July, 1755. 

Mr. Selignac, furgeon.at St. George. 

. Mr.-Contretty, mafter-furgeon of Werte. 

Mr. Roux, an. old f{urgeon-major of the 
Regiment of Vaftan, 

Mr. Segui,. furgeon-major of the Brabant 
Regiment. “of Infantry, in Spain, the 10th. 
of November rey. 

Mr, Elpinas the younger, furgeon to the 
-Hofpitals.at Mahon. . -. 

Mr. Rolan, furgeon-major of the Regi- 
ment.of Mailly. 

Mr. Vidal Laroque, furgeon, has informed 
me, that. they frequently make ufe at Mal- 

I 6 tha. 
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tha of the extraét of Saturn for’ external 
complaints, with great fuccefs. 

All the above-named praétitioners have 
written to me at different times, and affured 
me how much they were fatisfied with the 
effects of my medicine, and fent me the dif- 
ferent obfervations which are inter{perfed_in 
different parts of this work, 

Tam well convinced, that it is likewife 
ufed in many hofpitals, and with great fuc- 
cefs, 

_. At Montpellier, both in St. Elias’s and the 
General Hojipital. 

At Touloufe, in St. James’s Hofpital. 

At Aix in Provence, in different hofpi- 
tals. 

In the hofpitals at Toulon. 

In the hofpital at Narbonne, and others, 
&c. | | | 

Befides, many phyficians and furgeons 
make ule of the extract of Saturn. 

At Montpellier, many profeffors of phy- 
fic, and almoft all my confreres, 

Thefe authorities, I think, appear fuf- 
ficient to confirm the ufe of. it, feeing ir 
has feldom failed curing the diforders treated 
of in this work. 


Certificate of Mr. Giraup, Mafter - Surgeon 
at Montpellier, to teftify the Cure of one 
Riouffle * | | ; 

_ ‘THIS is to certify, that I was fent for laft autumn: 

_ to bleed one Riouffe, wife ofa baker in thistown, and 


: that 
* See the account of it in the Obfervation ona Cancer, 
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that this woman, who was greatly afflicted, fhewed 
me a confiderable tumour in one of her breafts. On 
examining it with attention, I faw that it was an 
occult cancer, which proceeded from a fchirrhous 
tumour fettled there for fome time. ‘This woman 
informed me, that fhe was going to try a remedy 
which ny confrere, Mr. Goulard, had prefcribed — 
to her. Having occafion to fee her two months 
after, I perceived the fwelling difperfed, and no 
remains of the {hooting pains fhe had complained 
of before ; and I learned that this alteration for 
the better, was owing tothe ufe of a cataplafm 
made with the extract of Saturn, water’and bread. 
But this cure, however extraordinary, furprifes 
-me lefs than it would many others, having been 
often witnefs of the good effects of the extract of 
Saturn in different chirurgical diforders, Mont- 
pellier, the 31ft of January, 1760. 
GIRAUD, 


Extraft of a Letter from Mr. LarirMtere, 
the 11th of Fuly, 1759. 


MY brethren make great ufe of the extract of 
Saturn in the treatinent of gun-fhot-wounds, and 
find it highly advantageous. They all look 
upon it as one of the firft remedies for chirurgical 
complaints. Mr. Blein, an acquaintance of yours, 
told me that he had recourfe to it in the cafe of Mr. 
Medrane, captain in the Regiment of Aquitaine 
‘ Infantry, who had fharp pains along the fpinal 
procefs of the neck, which proceeded from an 
—anchilofis of the vertebra, and that he was much 
relieved by it, 


Mi Letter 
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A Letter from Mr. Pecuacur, an. old. 
Officer. 
SIR, 


TI PERFORM miracles with the extraét of Saturn,. 
My door is continually crowded with poor invalids, 
and [ have the fatisfaction of feeing them come to 
thank me, perfectly recovered. But I have been. 
much furprifed lately-by the cure I performed. on a: 
child, who had a cancer on-his cheek; to which 
L applied the pure extract, and afterwards -fome- 
butter, which had been wafhed in. the vegeto-mi- 
neral water. In twelve days timethe wound was. 
healed, to the great {urprife.of us dabblers.in phyfic. 


Mr. Paul, a fudent of phyfic, having 
fome years ago prelented tothe Royal So- 
ciety a paper on the remedies proper to dif- 
folve the coagulum which appears like buf at 
the top.of pleuretic blood, remarks, that he: 
had ufed with great fuccefs our .extrac&t of 
Saturn for diffolving this fubftance, reputed. 
to be indifioluble by many celebrated authors.. 
I begged of him to fend me.an. account of 
the experiment, which I here fubjoin, as a 
confirmation of the diffolving and antifeptic 
quality which, characterizes the extract of- 
Saturn. . 


NEXT = to: fal ammoniac, I know of nothing: 
which will diflolve this coagulum fooner than the. 
extract. of Mr. Goulard. Half an ounce of this. 
extract diflolved a dram of coagulum in the fpace- 
of four-and-twenty hours, and confequently more 
expeditioufly than nitre and lime-water, But as 

this. 
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this medicine can be adininiftered internally only 
in drops, I put ten or twelve drops of it into an 
ounce and a half of water, with adram of coa- 
gulum. After eight days it difcovered no tendency 
to folution, and {till foated in the liquor, in the 
form of a membrane: but being curious to fee 
whether it was no fofter, | found that it was much 
fo. Its natural vifcofity was fo far diminifhed, that 
I could eafily reduce it toa pafte by gently prefling ~ 
it between my fingers, and in a few days it was en- 
tirely diffolved. I +muft here obferve, that Mr. 
Goulard’s extract is not only a remarkable diflol- 
vent, but likewife a powerful antifeptic. Tenor 
twelve drops of it mixed with an ounce anda half 
of water refifted the putrefaction of the coagulum 
more powerfuJly than half an ounce of pure vi- 
negar could have done; and as to the pure extradt,, 
it has already preferved. the coagulum free from 
putrefaction thee two months. ‘Truth has obliged 
me to fay thus ‘much in favour of this remedy.. 
But may it be ufed internally without danger? 
The numerous ‘experiments made by Mr. Goulard, 
induce every one to think fo; and many celebrated 
authors are alfo.of ‘the fame opinion. 


Mr. Sarrau, profeflor of anatomy and fur- 
gery, member of the Royal Society,. well 
known for his fkill in his profeffion, having 
long made ufe of the extract of Saturn, in 
_ its different fhapes, has fent me the following 
teftimony of its effects.. | 


THE Public has great obligations to Mr. Gou- 
lard, for the difcovery of a remedy which, in its 
different fhapes, produces the moft falutary effects 
in many cafes. I myfelf have particular reafons to 
allure him in this public manner of my acknow- 

| ledgements, 
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Jledgments, having by means of the extraét of Saturn 
conquered diforders which had before baffled all 
-medicine, 

I with I could give a detail of the different cures 
I have feen performed by it; but not having 
taken the precaution to collect them in writing, t 
fhall only fay in ceneral, that it does wonders in 
opthalmies, however inveterate they may be: that 
it not only calms, but prevents inflammations: that 
it promotes refolution, by exciting a copious tran- 
fudation of the ob{tructed matter, and by no means 
_ acts as a repeller, which fome have advanced ; and 
having tried it with fuccefs in diverfe cafes, I have 
particularly found it a {pecific in all venereal infec- 
tions which attack the genital parts, fuch as chan- 
- eres, phymofes, fwellings, and heat of urine. In 
_ teftimony whereof, &c. 
Montpellier, the 15th 3 

of May, 1760. SARRAU. 


An OBSERVATION communicated by Mr. 
SaLansone, M. B. 


ABOUT the middle of June, 1760, a friend 
of mine was afflicted with two tetters, one of 
which occupied the inferior part of the right omo- 
plata, and the other the left hypochondrium ; they 
were both an affemblage of {mall pimples, very 
much inflamed, covering about the breadth of a 
crown-piece, and placed in fucha manner, that 
each tetter, efpecially the one of the hypochondrium, 
defcribed pretty near a circle. The itching they 
brought on was infupportable, and in confequence 
_ of the leaft {cratching, the heat of them was con- 

_ fiderably augmented: they likewife gave rife to 
, occafional fhivering-fits. From thefe fymptoms I” 
concluded that they were malignant tetters, par- 
taking a good deal of the nature of an erifipelas, 
| and 
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aud that their virus was contagious ; for twelve 
hours after, by the contact only of linen, which 
had been ufed for one in the diforder, the difeafe 
had been communicated. To prevent the matter 
from entering the mafs of blood, I prevailed upon 
the patient to lay afide the medicines generally pre- 
fcribed upon the occafion, and to fubititute in their 
room Mr, Goulard’s extract, which I knew was 
very proper for all diforders of the fkin, The repu- 
tation which that gentleman enjoys, and which 
daily experience proves to be the refult only of his 
merit, engaged the patient to try the extra of 
Saturn. At the end of the third day from the erup- 
tion, and on the beginning of the fifth, the rednefs 
and itching entirely dilappeared, the tetters began 
to dry away and fall off, and the patient was per- 
fectly cured. 

Fhis obfervation, joined to others communi- 

cated ta me, on the excellence of this remedy, 
leaves no room to doubt of its being a fpecific 
in certain cutaneous eruptions; I mean, fuch as 
are produced by the virus of tetters, the itch, &c. 
&c. 
A queftion has been propofed, Whether, in 
cafe of an univerfal itching, attended with an 
eruption, the patient might not be put into a 
bath compofed of fome of Mr. Goulard’s ex- 
tract, to the colour and confiftence of lac virgi- 
nale? 


The following Obfervation was commu- 
-nicated to me by Mr. Coulas, M. D. of the 
Univerfity of Montpellier, member of the 
Academy of Sciences, a young phyfician of 
great merit. This Obfervation prefents us 

Cw 
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two very interefting fubjects. Firft, it proves 
by a ftriking example that the vegeto-mi- 
neral water is not lefs efficacious in pains 
produced by fpafm, than in fuch as are the 
effects of inflammation; and then by reflec- 
tions, full of erudition, he confirms the doc- 
trine which IT have inculcated in the courfe 
of this Treatife, concerning the bad effeéts of 
emollients in all inflammatory tumours. 


A GIRL of a heétic and bilious temperament 
was fuddenly feized with a fharp pain in one of her 
feet. The complaint in the beginning was fup- 
portable, but foon encreafed to fuch a degree as. 
. forced her to cry out. She fuffersd excruciating 
pains for fome hours, before I was fent for, My 
firft care was to examine the part affected, which: 
to the eye appeared in its natural found ftate: a 
tenfion or ftiffnefs, however, might be felt, I afked 
her to what fhe could attribute the caufe of her: 
complaint ; but could get no information from her. 
‘The uneafy fituation of -the patient did not admit 
of any farther enquiry or deliberation; and I haf- 
tened to relieve her by the moft affuaging appli- 
cations. To this purpote I ordered the part af- 
fected to be rubbed with the ointment of marfh- 
mallows, to which I added foon after the oils of 
{weet almonds and camomile. Notwithftanding 
the ufe of this liniment, the pain continued equally. 
fevere, and rather feemed to encreafe. I then fub- 
ftituted fome foftening balfam in the room of the: 
o ntment of marfh-mallow, but {till with the fame 
fucce{s. ‘he patient perceiving no.relief from any 
of the applications, began to be greatly alarmed,: 
and defired very earneftly I would give her fome- 
thing more efficacious. This 1 made no. daub s 

af 
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of doing, by the addition of fome anodyne drops to 
the liniment ; but inftead of mitigating the pain, 
this only ferved to encreafe it, and the part began 
to grow very hot. The foot feemed to {well, and 
a flight rednefs, which covered the whole, gave me 
seafon to apprehend an inflammation. But thefe 
frefh fymptoms difappeared, by relinquifhing the 
above applications. Finding the pains were not 
to be removed by thefe remedies, I thought the 
beft method I could take, would be to adminifer 
opiates internally. Bleeding might have been ad- 
vantageoufly ufed upon the occafion, had not par- 
ticular reafons forbid it: I ordered her, in confe- 
quence, a narcotic julep; but ftill no alteration 
could be perceived for the better: fuch was the 
peculiar nature of the pain, that the remedies 
proper on fuch occafions, fo far from contributing 
to mitigate it, ferved only to encreafe its violence, 
What 1 had applied, however, were the only topi- 
eal remedies which appeared, as things were cir- 
cumitanced, advifeable. The pain could be miti- 
gated by anodynes only. The ftiffnefs obfervable 
on the part, which was the effect of a fpafm, as I 
fhall prove further on, feemed to autnorife the ap- 
plication of emollients; and the intenfencfs of 
the \pain could not admit of any medicine, which 
did:not potlefs the anodyne quclity in the highelt 
degree. The inefficacy-of this laft remedy, I mean 
the narcotic, threw me, I own, into the greatelt 
coniernation; and whilft I was deliberating on 
the next ftep which would be proper to take upon 
the occafion, I luckily thought of trying Mr. Gou- 
Jard’s vegeto-mineral water, ‘This I was the more 
tempted to do, having found ‘by various expert- 
ments on others, as well as myfelf, that there 1s 
no pain, however fevere, which does not yield to. 
its application. To this purpofe I ordered comprefics 
to be dipped in the vegeto-mineral water warmed, 

which 
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which was no fooner applied, but the pain became 
fupportable. This happy fuccefs convinced meé 
that I had now hit on the fpecific; and the event 
foon confirmed my opinion; for on the fecond and 
third application the pain was removed, as by 2 
charm. To prevent its return, I ordered the ufe 
of the vegeto-mineral water to be continued for 
fome hours. This precaution I thought neceflary, 
having obferved that the pain returned, whenever 
the linen began to grow dry. By the continued 
ufe of this remedy, the return of the bad fymp- 
toms was prevented, and the part was fo far 
{trengthened, that the patient was able the day 
following to walk, and follow her ordinary occu- 
pations, 

‘The cafe above related is a ftrikine inftance 
of the anodyne virtue of Mr. Goulard’s remedy ; 
and, in effect, is it not greatly anodyne, fince: it 
fucceeded in a cafe wh re narcotics, which are 
looked upon as fpecifics when properly applied, fo 
far from mitigating the pain, only ferved to en- 
creafe it? May we not be allowed then to call it 
more {pecific than {pecifics themfelves ? Though 
this propofition may in general be looked upon 
erroneous, it certainly can by no means be fo in 
the cafe we have juft mentioned; Mr, Goulard is 
convinced by a multiplicity of experiments, that 
there is no topical medicine more effectual for al- 
laying inflammatory fevers, than his vegeto-mine- 
ral water. The fact I have juft related ferves 
to prove it no les efficacious in eafing fuch as do 
not arife from inflammation; moreover, it proves 
it to poflefs a real antifpafmodic quality. 

What I have juft advanced, is eafily demon- 
{trated ; which I hope to do by fhewing, that this 
pain entirely proceeded from a fpafmodic affe€tion. 
1. It came on all at once, without any apparent exif- 
tence of an internal or external caufe. This is well 


known | 
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known to be the cafe of {pafmodic Pains; and the 
patient felt a tenfion and contraction of the part. 
2. The perfon is fubject to hyfteric complaints, and 
fometimes feels fuch pains in different parts of the 
body, but principally in the breaft and hypochondria, 
which leaves no room to doubt of the diforder hav- 
ing been originally occafioned by an hytteric af. 
fection, of which a violent fpafm was the conf. 
quence; and as this affeGtion would yield to no 
_ application but Mr, Goulard’s, we muft neceflarily 
allow that medicine a true antifpafmodic quality. 
The bad effects of the anodynes, which had 
- preceded the application of the vegeto - mineral 
water, and the {pafmodic nature of the complaint, 
which had yielded to that medicine, ferve to con- 
firm a propofition of Mr. Goulard’s, which will 
no doubt appear an extraordinary one to thofe who 
are governed by prejudice, and pay a greater de- 
ference to old errors than any modern matters of 
fact. But to come tothe point. Mr. Goulard, 
in the excellent treatife he is going to publith, is 
not afraid to advance, that the ule of emollients 
for removing inflammatory tumours js attended 
with the worlt confequences, Every one knows 
the danger of applying fuch medicines in an eryfi- 
pelas, though looked upon advantageous in phleg- 
monous inHammations. Mr. Goulard, notwithe 
ftanding, is well convinced by repeated Obferva- 
tions, that they are no lefs dangerous in the latter, 
Here theory coincides with practice. In effect, the 
caufe of tumours being noting more than the force 
of the fluids being. fuperior to the refittance of 
the folids, it is evident, that any thing which 
ferves to weaken the latter, while the force of the 
former remains in the {fame degree, muft necef. 
farily either occafion a tumour, or add to its yo. 
Jume, if already exifting, Now fuch appear to be 
the effects of emollients ; it is therefore with reafon 


that :. 
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that Mr. Goulard condemns their ufe in the treat~ 
ment of tumours, whether phlegmonous, erilipe- 
latous, or inflammatory. Let us next fee from 
the cafe I have related, whether we cannot bring a 
frefh proof of the danger of applying emollients for 
the cure of inflammatory tumours. If thefe appli- 
cations can ever be proper in fuch cafes, it muft 
be, where there is a {pafmodic affection in the in- 
flamed part. But even in fuch a cafe they may be 
_ pernicious, as appears by the frefh fymptoms, 
fubfequent to the application of them in the prefent 
Obfervation. We may then from this draw a very 
fafe and conclufive argument, That fince emollients 
proved very pernicious in a cafe where they are 
principally indicated, their ufe ought to be abfo- 
lutely banifhed in the treatment of inflammatory 
tumours, as Mr, Goulard remarks. 


An EXTRACT from the Fournal of Mr. 
V ANDERMOND, of the Month of May, 1760. 


OBSERVATION ow an itchy Eruption, 
cured by a Preparation of Lead, by Mr. 
Menuret, M. D. at Montpellier, and a 
Corre{pondent of the Royal Soctety. 


A SOLDIER of the militia of “Aix, in garrifon 
at Montelimart, came in the beginning of Auguft 
to the hofpital of this town, at that time under my 
care. His whole body was almoft entirely covered 

with large itchy puftules, but they were chiefly on 
his elbows and arms, Thefe puftules being conti- 
guous and ulcerated, were very difagreeable to the 
eye, and very troublefome to the patient. It was 
fix months fince the eruption firft appeared ; the 
ointment of fulphur had been often ufed without 
fuccefs. Upon this account I was refolved to try 

ie the 
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the vegeto-mineral water, which Mr. Goulard, a 
furgeon in great repute at Montpellier, had often 
ufed with fuccefs on the like occafion. In confe- 
~ quence of this, after the common remedies, J or- 
dered the patient to take an apozem, made of crefies, 
fumitory, and the vulneraries from Switzerland, for 
fome days ; after which I made ufe of my remedy, 
The patient wetted the different parts of his bod 
with linen dipped in the vegeto-meneral water ; the 
ulcers were dreiied with the ointment of rofes, moif- 
tened with fome of the above water. The itchy 
eruptions from the firft application, far from dif- 
appearing, encreafed. I faw with fome degree of 
furprife this encreafe of puftules, which continued 
to come out for fome days ; but by the continued 
ufe of this medicine, the diforder dried away, and 
entirely difappeared. I do not pretend here to ex- 
plain the fingular effe&t of this remedy; I fhall 
content myfelf with remarking, that it is unjuttly 
deemed a repeller, and confequently laid afide in 
particular cafes. But if I may be allowed to judge 
of its manner of action on diforders for which I 
have applied it, it has always appeared to me to a& 
as a refolver and difperfer. 


OBSERVATION on the particular Effect 
of the Extra? of Saturn, ufed in a large 
Quantity, by Mr. Cavaition, Bachelor in 
Pbyfic. 


SOME timeagoa hard and indolent tumour feized 
‘one of my arm=pits, which I neglected at firft ; but 
in a few days it encteafed fo much, as to inéom- 
“mode me, and make me fear the confequences, J] 
thought it high time to apply a remedy. The difper- 
fing and refolving quality which was well known 
to charatterife the extract of Saturn, and which 
was 
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was frequently made ufe of by an eminent furgeon, 
induced me’ to look upon this liquor as the beft 
adapted tomy cafe. [ began by ufing it in a cata- 
plafm, in the ordinary dofe; but being impatient 
to difperfe a tumour whofe confequences I dread- 
ed, 1 thought proper to add confiderably to the 
ufual quantity. From the fecond day, I put upon 
my cataplafm at leaft three times the ordinary 
quantity, and continued the application in this 
manner for three days fucceffively. A few hours 
after I had applied the firft, made in the above 
manner, I perceived the tumour inflame, and be- 
come foft at the point. ‘This it continued to da 
till the fourth day, when I perceived the matter to 
have forced its way, and the part of my fhirt 

which covered the arm-pit tinged with a difcharge 
mixed with blood: this difcharge had rather an 
‘acid fmell, which probably had been communicated 
to it by the extract. The matter did not all come 
away that day; fome hardnefs ftill remained, which 
has fince been entirely removed by the application 
only of rags, dipped in the vegeto-mineral water, - 
anade after my method, I mean very ftrong. 

This Obfervation, fays Mr. Cavaillon, deferves 
without doubt the attention of practitioners, as it 
teaches them a method of difperiing tumours, 
which are often attended with danger, and not 
eafily difperfed by ordinary applications, though 
undertaken in their commencement: it behoves 
them to confider when, and in what quantity, it 
ought to be made ufe of. 


EXTRACT of a Memorial prefented to the 
Royal Society, by Mr. Couuas, M. D. Az- 
guft the 14th, 1760. ‘ 
IN the circumftantial account I publifhed of the 


fymptoms and progrefs of a complaint in my eyes, 
which 


EXTRACTS of LETTERS A&c. 3.193) 


_ which I cured by the application of the vegeto- 
--mineral.water. I took. notice, thar emollient ca- 
taplafms, far from relieving she intenfe pains I fuf- - 
fered, only ferved to imcreafe them. This is 
_ »an important point, and the more deferving of our 
_ particular attention, as it tends to eftablifh a fact, 
_ the difcovery of which has done the more: honour 
. uto-its author, as well becaufe it removes the pre- 
_ /judices into which fome of our oldeft praGitioneis 
have been. betrayed, as becaufe it turnifhes the art 
_ of furgery with one of its;moft ufeful fecrets.. The 
_ Academy, already acquainted with the fuccef{sful en- 
_ -gquiries of one of its moft-zealous members, will 
naturally defireto know, what farther information 
 jAchave to offer.on the fubject. Mr..Goulard, the 
_ .gentleman.in queftion, does not hefitate to aflert, 
_ etbat the.ufe of emollient applications, in she treat- 
- oment of inflammatory tumours, muft be attended 
 .with the moft pernicious confequences. A» long 
- - and authentic litt of Obfervations, madeinthecourfe 
_ of a judicious and fuccefsful practice, are the proofs 
_ on which he grounds his aflertion, “The more. 
_ simportant the difeovery, the more firm and evident 
- emuft be the foundations on which itrefts. Vhough 
Mr, Goulard has fupported his opinions on the beft 
grounds.and reafons, yet as nothing can more 
“clearly demonfirate it than the evidence of fscts 
sand inftances, [cannot think it improper to add 
fome of my own Obfervations to thofe of this able 
furgeon. 
If Mr. Goulard had not: condemned the ufe 
~ .of emollient cataplafms, the experience 1 had: of 
their bad effets, when troubled with a violent in- 
flammation of my eyes, would effectually difcou- 
_ rage their ufe. If thefe applications could ever be 
_ .made with fuccefs, I had the greateft reafon to pro- 
mife myfelf the moft defirable effects. In the by- 
_ - pothelis of thofe authors who recommend them, 
4 K it 
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-it muft be allowed, that I had recourfe to them 
on the fureft indications. The inflammation of 
my eyes had gained. an uncommon degree of vio- 
lence; I fuffered the moft excruciating pains. The 
eye was fo dried, that a tear never fell from'it; and 
I felt a fenfible contraction in the inflamed part. 

_ In thefe circumftances, who could have imagined 

that emollient applications would add to the vio- 
lence of the diforder ? Such, however, was the effect 
they produced. | 

Let it not be faid, that the pernicious effects 
of thefe applications were. owing to fome latent 
caufe in my particular habit of body. Iam not 
afraid to advance, that they have not been more 
beneficial to other patients. I have had frequent 
opportunities to obferve, that the ufe of them has 
not been attended with the defired fuccefs. I have 
been acquainted with feveral patients, who have 
fuffered by the application of a cataplafm of apples, 
baked in the afhes, or boiled in milk. I have 
known others, who have found their pains encreaf- 
ed by the ufe of veal. In a word, I had occafion 
to obferve in the cure of one of my brothers, that 

_the volume of the vefiels of the conjunctiva was 
enlarged by the application of milk, and the pulp 
of quince-ieeds, of linfeed, and flea-wort. Again, 
i have taken notice that thefe applications never 
produced worfe effects than when they were made 
en the moft approved indications. Thus in the 
roft inflamed ttare of my eye, emollients proved 
rore hurtful, than in the Jefs threatening fiages of 
the diforder. [ have made the fame obfervation in 
other cafes.. Not only the evidence of plain fa&s 
demonftrates the bad effects of emollients, but the 
princioles of a found theory abfolutely forbid their 
ufe. Let us fee what light thefe principles afford 

towards iluftrating the object of our prefent en- 
quiry. Jn the inflammation of the eyes, the lym- 

, phatie 
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phatuc veflels of the conjunctiva are ftuffed with 
blood, “Ehis fluid.is impelled into. their cavities 
by a force capable of furmounting the refidance it 
meets with from thefe veflels. Inflammation is de- 
fined by Mr. Savage to be, that force by which the 
blood is pufhed and impelled into the veilels of the 
part affected. : 

Having thus fettled the principles, we come now 
to the confequences to be expeéted from the appli- 
cation of emollient cataplafms. The parts to which 
they are applied, are relaxed ;» confequently, the 
diameter of the lymphatic veflels is enlarged. What 
muft be the effedt? A greater number of the glo- 
bular particles of blood, impelled continually to- 
wards their opening, wiil enter; the volume of the 
part affected muft then be enlarged. ‘This will 
“naturally account for tbe encreafed violence of one 
of the fymptoms of the infammation; and we 
fhall prefently fee that the reft encreafe in the fame 
proportion. The redundant particles of blood, 
which have forced a paflage into the inflamed parr, 
having the fame accelerated motion with thofe 
which had been introduced before the application 
of the emollient cataplafm, the veflels of the cone 
junétiva are now to fultain an encreafed power of 
action, fince to the preffure of the fluid they before 
contained, muft now be added that of the globular 
particles of blood, which have found an entrance 
in confequence of their diltenfion. Now, as in- 
flammation is produced by the encreafec vevocity 
of the blood, and as the fymptoms attending it 
mut bear a proportion to this velocity, the preflure 
of the blood on the part affected cannot be encreaf= 
ed, without adding to the violence of the diforder 5 
therefore the application of emollient cataplafms, 
which was intended to fubdue the inflammation, 
-mouft neceffarily encreafe its violence. And this is 
a truth clearly deduced from Mr. Goulard’s Ob- 

ip he: fervations,, 
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fervations, and from thofe which we have juft 
made. 3 : ag 

Bat the increafed violence of the inflammation 
is not entirely owing to its enlarged moles and 
encreafed power of aétion, but arifes likewife from 
another caufe, which I will now explain. The 
adventitious globular particles of bluod augment 
the refiftance of the part to the circulation of the 
blood, which is continually impelled into the veflels 
of the conjunctiva. This encreafed refiftance muft 
add to the violence of the complaint. To prove 
this, we need only obferve, that the fhock of the 
fecond, againft the preceding column of bléod, 
amuft now be more violenr, and the efforts of the 
fides of the veflels more confiderable. This obfer= 
vation is juflifed by experience. Thus the im- 
prefiion made by a body in motion upon another 
body, is proportioned to the refiftance. A fly on 
the wing eludes the action of the moft powerful 
‘agents, but is eafily crufhed by the body to which 
‘it oppofes any refiftance. ‘Therefore the fhock of 
the blood muft be more violent when impelled into 
the inflamed part, where it meets with greater re- 
fiftance. 

Again, experience teaches that the preflure of 
fluids on the fides of the tubes is proportioned to 
the force with which they aré impelled, and to the 
refiftance they meet with in their motion: there- 
fore, as the blood impelled into the veflels of the con- 
junctiva aéts with greater force on that which it 
finds there, fo it prefles with greater violence on 
the fides of the tubes that receive it. But as the 
inflammation is proportioned to the impetuofity 
with which the blood ads on the part affe@ted, ail 
‘the fymptoms of the diforder muft be encreafed; and 
as the action muft neceflarily be in proportion to 
the refiftance of the inflamed part, it follows, that 
the blood, which is impelled into it by the appli- 


cation - 
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cation of emollient cataplafms, cannot fail to en- 
creafe the inflammation of the eye, which we un- 
dertook to prove. “That thefe applications really 
produce the effeét juft mentioned, and that they 
act in the manner we have explained, may be ga- 
thered not enly from what we have faid above, but. 
from the increafed fymptoms of erifipelatous, tue. 
mours, when treated with rélaxing cataplalms. 


Among the many honourable teftimonies. 
which have been given to my medicine, I 
cannot refufe a place to one which Ff accis, 
dentally mee wich, in an Eflay quit, publithed, 
by Mr. Paul, a correfpondent of the Royak 
Academy. og “ 


OF all the medicines I have ufed for diffolving 
the coagulum, no one has fucceeded better than 
fal ammoniac ; but I am not clear that this falt cam 
be of any ufe incafes accompanied with indamma- 
tion, though Mr. Malouin, in his Treatife of 
Chymiftry, gives it the preference to all other 
medicines in pleuretic fevers. Next to fal ammo- 
niac, | have never met with a more powerful dif- 
perfer than a combination of lead and vinegar,. 
known by the name of the Extract of Saturn. We 
owe this difcovery to Mr. Goulard, a furgeon of 
this city, who enjoys a diftinguifhed reputation im 
his profeffion ; and who propofes to favour the 

public with an account of the furprizing effects of 
this excellent medicine. The great and extenfive 
fuccefs he has met with from this application in the 
treatment of various ailments, caufes it to be looked 
upon as one of the moft valuable acquifitions made: 
by modern furgery. The medicine itfelf is not 
-new; but the ufe of it is an object fo interefting 
and important,.and yet fo little known even in our 
K. 3, days 


3 
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days, that the Academy°of Surgery propofed it as-a> 
fubject for the prizes for feven years together, from” 
3742 to 1749. 7 

My conneétions with Mr. Goulard, the friend- 
fhip with which he is pleafed to honour me, and 
which I value as I ought, muft not fix che inipu- 
tation of flattery upon this tribute of praife, fo 
juftly due to his fuperior merit, My feeble voice 
only repeats what the Public has long learned from 
the impartial breath of Fame, and mutt therefore 
be acquitted of the leaft fufpicion of adulation, 
Let the hireling and the fycophant continue to be- 
ftow their panegyrics on empty titles, and to found 
the names of thofe the higheft, who are enabled by 
t-eir wealth, and inclined by their vanity, to pay 
them beft, ; 
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OP he PO 8 Bot TON 


OF .THE 


EXTRACT of SATURN. 


AK Eas many pounds of lithargeof gold 

as * quarts of wine vinegar (if made of 
French wine the better); put them together 
into a glazed earthen pipkin, and let them 
boil, or rather fimmer, for an hour, or an 
hour and a quarter, taking care to ftir them 
during the ebullition with a wooden fpatula: . 
take the veffel off the fire, let the whole fet- 
tle, and then pour off the liquor which is 
upon the top into bottles for ufe. 

I fhall call this liquor the Extraét of Saturn, 
which is to undergo a farther modification, as 
I fhall direct. But 1 muft firft here remark, 
that if it is intended to give this liquor the 
common confiftence of an extract, it muft be 
boiled fome time longer, after its feparation 
from the mafs, taking care firft to filter it 
through proper paper. By following this 
method, it will become thicker, and of a 
reddith colour, and will be in every refpect 

#* 32 Oz. 
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like any other extract. I doubt much, whe- 
ther an extract of this kind can be: drawas 
from the tiquor of Saturn, whichis nothing, 
but cerufe, thrown into a matrafs, into which’ 
is poured diftilled vinegar, and digefted i in 
hot fand....'This water of Saturn is different. 
trom the extract of which Iam fpeaking, 
-and its effects muft neceffarily be lefs powerful 
and extenfive. It is true, indeed, it is ufed 
againft fome kinds of inflammations, without 
its property being afcertained, as its effects 
are dreaded, being ranked, like other prepa- 
rations of lead, among repellers: but I flat-° 
ter myfelf, that the public will lay afide old 
prejudices, when they have perufed this 
work; which ferves to prove, that. there is 
no pfeaterdifperfer than the extractof Saturn, 
which appears to be only a very fimple pres 
paration of “lead; and which, modified > 
after my method, daily aftonifhes the maf 
térs of the art with its effects. Ic is with thigi! 
extract [ compofe various topical remedies 4 - 
andas I give it the preference to all others, 
for the treatment of almof all chirurgical ¥ 
diforders, I fhall give a more circumftantiat ‘ 
account of the various Formule, as is ge- 
neral on thelike occafions. I fhall remark {till 
farther, that many of the various modifica 
tions I make the extraét of Saturn undergo, 
often agreé and concur in the treatment of 
the fame complaint. After deferibing each of: 
the Sedge. T thall fpecify he diforders 
to which ict is applicable, 


| 
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“niaERISES PRB HH PH Ry SHIT: 
FORMULA the FIRST. 


Compofi ition of the Water of Saturn, or Vegetox . 
Mineral Water. ! 


N O. seo gewr Ty. is more fimple than that. 
_ of the vegeto-mineral water; nor 1 
there any remedy which acts with equal ce- 
lerity or efficacy. It is made by putting hava 
tea-{poonfuls, or one hundred. drops,, of the: 
extract of Saturn toa quart of water; ancl, 
four tea-fpoonfuls of brandy: the quantity 
of the extract and brandy. may be diminifhed: 
er increafed according to the nature of the: 
diforder,vor the greater or lefs degree of fen- 

fibility of the part grieved. 
1, The vegeto-mineral water is a known: 
fpecific againft all’ external inflammations,: 
and particularly again{t thofe of the eye; but 
when it is made ufe of for the latter com- 
plaint, great care muft be taken not to put: 
too much: of the extract of Saturn. fer, en 
organ endowed with fo great a degree of de-; 
licacy and fenfibility requires par ticular atten-- 
tion.. What fol lows,. is well worth. every: 
one’s attention ; for itis very certain, that the 
- extract of Santi would not fail to irricate, if: 
niade ule of in too great a quanti iy! 3) es 
en thecontrary, certain andim mediate benefic 
will accrue, by beginning with it gradually. 
Ws Low 


wg 
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For example, put at firft ten or twelve drops 
of it toa common. glafs of water, and en- 
- creafe them gradually, as the inflammation 
is feen to difperfe. 

2. Againft fluxions of the membrane of 
thetympanum,and occafionaldeafnefs; taking 
-care, in thefe cafes, to add to the drops of the 
extract, double the number of drops of cam- 
phorated brandy; though common brandy 
may be ufed, as for opthalmies. 

3. For the cleanfing of wounds, and 
moiftening the bandages and pledgets, be- 
fore they are covered with the cerate of 
Saturn. 

4. By way of fomentation, after any chi- 
rurgical operation, and for removing pains 
in the fide. 

5. For wafhing of old, callous, foul ul- 
cers, &c. Seethe article Utcers. : 

For wafhing ulcerated and occult cancers. 
pee the article Cancer. | 

Again{t contulions and bruifes. 

Againft extravafation of blood, or echy- 
mofes. | 

Againtt{ a trombus, proceeding from 
phiebotomy. 

Againft inflammations of the tendons, 
aponeuroles, and ligaments. we 

Againft phlegmons and abfceffes, whether 
in their commencement, or after. 

Againft forains. 

Againft excoriations, 


Againft burns. 


Againft 
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Againtt the king’s evil, 
Againtt inflammations caufed by gun- 1-fhot 
Wewasaiicy | 

Againft fiftulous Gnuffes, 

Again{t fiftulas, whether of the eye or 
anus, or others. 

Again{t inflammations id curdlings of 
the milk in the breatts, abfcefles and ulcers 
of thofe parts. . 

Againft the erifipelas. 

Aga:ntt the piles. 

Againft chilblains. 

Againtt an anchilofis. 

Againtt a contraction of the tendons. 

Againit tumours and inflammations at- 
‘tending luxations and fractures, 

Againft whitloes, 

Againft tetters. 

Againft the itch. 

Againft ruptures with ftrangulation. 

_ Againft a gangrene, or wounds that 
threaten one. 


- beh OSCE TA LONS: 


_ Againft accidental pains, and rheu.natic 
ones. 

Againft inflammations of the mouth pro- 
duced by a quinfey, or any other caule. 

This water is to be made ule of in fum-~ 
mer without warming, or at moft the chill 
taken off, and in the winter a little vat 

ae oe 6 it 
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It may be ufed by way of ~ 
Wath. 


Injection. 

Pumping. 

Bath. 

For moiftening comprefies. 
Gargarifms. 


Te is hikewife ufed in the compofition of 


a cerate, much hitherto wanted in furgery. 
I can fay with great truth, that I have feen: 
the moft able furgeons dubious in: their 
choice of proper remedies for the treatment 
of different kinds of ulcers and wounds, which 
daily occur in practice: no one can be ig- 
norant, how important fuch a choice mut 
be, both in regard to the treatment and cure: 
of them. . 


LAODOOOO A NVOTODOGOOE 
FORMULA the SECOND, ? 
Compofition of the erate of Saturn. 


WAKE four ounces of refined wax, and 
A apound of oil; mele them over a flow 


whole cool; then put four ounces of the’ 
extraét of Saturn to fix pounds of water: 
put the vegeto-mineral water, thus made,. 
hietle by little, to the wax and oil, which 
mult 


fire, taking care to ftir them gently; let the . 
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muft be put into a proper dith for the pur- 
-pofe ; incorporate them well together with a 
wooden fpatula, and take care to let the 
quantity of water you put in be thoroughly 
abforbed, before you put in any more.’ By 
thus taking time, and carefully beating the 
whole together, you will thoroughly mix the 
water, wax, and oil *. | 
» This cerate may be made ftronger or 
weaker, and occafionally mixed up with 
balfams and ointments, according to circum- 
ftances. 

This cerate of Saturn perfe@tly anfwers. 
the views we ought to have, and the indi- 
cations we ought to fulfl, in the dreffing of 
wounds and ulcers. To prove this, I muft 
_refer the reader tothe Obfervations ; by which | 
he will perceive, that the metallic particles. 
of which this remedy is compofed, act effica- 
cioufly on the affected veffels, and add to their 
elafticity without irritating them; that they. 
cleanfe and difperfe tumours, change the 
nature of fuppurations, even of fuch as are 
fetid and corrofive, and eafe pain, the general 
attendant of wounds and ulcers, efpecially: 
when feated on tendinous, aponeurotic, and 
ligamentous parts. 

See the celebrated Mr. Guerin’s letter, and 
thofe of many other able practitioners. 


* Te fometimes fo happens, that the above quantity: 
ef oil and wax will abforb eight or nine pounds of the: 
vegeto-mincral water.. 

| Before 
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Before I enter into.a detail of the various’ 
cafes in which this cerate is to be applied, Io’ 
think it proper to remark, not only its fu- 
periority over other remedies, but the great 
advantage the different hofpitals will reap 
from its cheapnefs: as one pound. of this 
cerate will not ftand them in above fix-pence; 
whereas there is no other medicine generally 
made ufe of in place of this, that does not 
coft at leaft ve or fix times as much. Be- 
fides its property of healing ulcers and 
wounds, it may be ufed with great fuccefs 
after chirurgical operations, again{t-excori- 
ations, rednels and irritations of the fkin, 
ebullitions, chapped lips, itchings, burns, 
and many other external complaints ; as may 
be feen in the Obfervations, 


FORMULA the THIRD, 


On the Cataplafm, or Poultice. 
| MONG the various chirurgical reme- 


dies, none is more familiar to. us, or 
more frequently made ufe of, than the ca- 
taplafm ; and it is no eafy matters in general 
to decide, which of the many ought to have 
the preference, Emollient and relaxing ones, 
applied by themfelves, as is generally. the 
cafe, are often contrary to the indication we 

a0 We ought 
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ought to fulfil, and feldom anfwer our in 
tentions. Such as are of the refolutive kind 
fometimes fucceed; but great judgment is 
required in applying them, otherwife they 
may be very prejudicial. This daily experi- 
ence clearly demonftrates, when made ufe of 
for {chirrhous tumours inclined to be cancer- 
Ous. 

Our cataplafm is liable to none of thefe 
exceptions, as it performs wonders in many 
cafes, and particularly inconfirmed fchirrhous 
tumours, and occult cancers; as the Reader 
may fee in the Obfervations. 

Take fome vegeto-mineral water, put it 
into a pipkin with crumbs of bread, let it 
juft boil; lay a fufficient quantity of it on 
linen, and apply it to the part affected: this 
muft be renewed three or four times in four- 
and-twenty hours; and every time it is taken 
off, care muft be taken to wath the part with 
the vegeto-mineral water, and particularly 
the edges of the cataplafm; becaufe the 
bread being dried, often caufes fmall cuta- 
neous redneffes, which are of no bad confe- 
quence. When the weather is very hot, I fre- 
quently order it to be renewed every three 
or four hours; efpecially when it is meant to 
difperfe hard, indolent, {chirrhous tumours. 
We ufe it very advantageoulfly for the cure of 
phlegmonous ones, even when fuppurated ; 
againit fuch as are caufed by the coagulation 
of the milk in the breafts, or by any other 
caufe ; againft gouty tumours ef the articu- 

lations ; 
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lations; and againft the inflammation of any 
part of the body 3-to prove which, L refer the 
reader to the Obfervations.. 3 


LOOSSOONGHESISISS SHEMOISCeooeg 
FORMULA the FOURTH. 


Pomatum of Saturn, again& Tetters and other 
Cutaneous. Diforders. | 


AKE eight ounces of refined wax, mele 
it by degrees over the fire in a proper 
veliel, add to it eighteen ounces of vil of 
rofes, mix the whole well together ; put to: 
this four or five ounces of the extraé& of Sa-. 
turn, taking care to mix them well together 
with a fpatula; add a dram ef camphor,. 
which you mutt keep ftirred till it is dift 
folved ; take your veffel off the fire, and 
continue to work it together till it is broughe. 
toa coniiftency.. ! 
This pomatum may be made milder, by. 
diminifhing the quantity of each ingredient, 
according to the cutaneous diforder you in+- 
tend to ufe it for; you may likewife add, if 
you think proper,, as much {pring-water as. 
extract to the pomatum.. 
This remedy is fovereign againft tetters,. 
and many other cutaneous-eruptions ; finous. 
ulcers, fiftulas, callous, fcrophulous, feorbu- 
tic, and venereal ulcers, For the treatment. 
. Pettis apts * of 


or 


fi 
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ef moft of thefe complaints, you muft wath 
the parts affected» with the vegeto-mineral: 


watery and wet the firft dreffings with it, 


before.you apply the pomatum. 

Particular care muft be taken, when this 
pomatum is made ufe of for old tetters, 
which are falutary drains of bad humours 
from the mafs of blood, to order at the fame 


time proper internal remedies. The ftrength - 


of the pomatuny may be encreafed or dimi- 
nifhed according to circumfltances: we muft 
likewife here remark, that it may be very 
advantageoufly applied to parts threatened 
with a pangrene, 
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FORMULA th FIFTH. 
3 Nutritum of Saturn. | 
i AKE fx ounces of litharge of gold, 


reduced to a very fine powder; put it 
into a mortar; mix five ounces of oil with 


oe 


this litharge, add eight ounces of the vegeto- 


mineral water, which you muft pour in by 
degrees, aad mix up with the reft; this nu- 
tricum will be found to be more efficacious 
than the’comimon one, as well againit burns, 
as many difeafes of the fkin, and difagree- 
able irchings; it is befides avery great drier 
and difperter. | 
FORs 
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RDDIPDAPPHO AVS PPD AAP DAD AO? 
FORMULA the SIXTH. 
A Pomatum againft an Anchilofis. | 


O difiolve the infpiffated finovia in the 

articulations and fheaths of the ten-= 
cons, to heal wounds. near the articulations, 
I make ufe of a pomatum; the effect of which 
has often furprized the matters of the art: 
the following is its compofition. 

Take two quarts of common water, put 
them into an earthen pipkin, add two ounces 
of the extract of Saturn, and eighteen 
ounces of common foap cut into flices ; throw 
them into the pipkin, and Jet them fimmer 
over a gentle fire: keep the whole conftantly 
{tirred with a fpatula, tillthe foapis diffolved;. 
then add a dram of camphor; and when that 
is diffolved, take the veffel off the fire, and 
ufe the pomatum in the following manner: 
Take fome vegeto-mineral water, make - it 
rather more than luke-warm, put it into a. 
proper veffel, and apply it to the part, which 
you muft rub with your hand, during the. 
bath, for a quarter of an hour; befides this, 
ic, would be very proper to pour the above 
liquor upon the part pump-fafhion.. After, 
this, cover the part with a warm linen; and 
an hour after take it off, and apply the poma- 

tum, 
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tum, as you would the mercurial ointment: 
then. take fome filver paper, rub it well in 
your hand till quite foft, and cover with it 
the part affected: apply warm linen over the 
whole. Renew this operation once in four- 
end-twenty hours, till the cure is complear, 
which feldom exceeds fifteen or twenty days. 
You muft take care to foften the pomatum 
remaining in the pot, with the vegeto-mineral 
water, to prevent its growing dry. 

This topic was much wanted in furgery 
to remove an anchilofis, which was generally 
ranked among the incurable diforders. How 
often have I feen furgeons prefcribe emol- 
lients, oils, and fats, for thefe complaints, 
which fo far from relieving them, only ferved 
to encreafe the tumefaction! The obferva- 
tions which have been communicated to 
mé, and thofe I have made myfelf, on the = 
‘effects ‘of my metallic remedy, will help to 
prové, how fpecific this is to diffolve the 
infpifated finovia in the articulations and 
fheaths of the tendons, which hitherto has 
been deemed impracticable. I have again a 
pride in- declaring here, that it is to the 
Marechal de Richelieu we are indebted for 
the addition of the foap to the original com- 
pofition. This nobleman, who applies him- 
felf to the ftudy of every fcience, advifed me 
in the year 1747, during my ftay at Genoa, 
to make an addition of foap to the old pre- 
fcription; thinking it would then be more 


efficacious to diffolve the infpiffated finovia. 
This 
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This conjecture was fuficiently verified bythe 
cure of Madame Morande, who had been af« 
flicted for fix years with a contraétion of the 
fiexor tendons of the hand; from. which 
fhe was delivered in fifteen days by the above 
application. Seea circumftantial account of | 
this in the Chapter on Anchilofes. This po- 
matum may be very advantageoufly ufed 
againit fchirrhous tumours, andothers, ~which 
from a long continuance become indurated. ©. 


poe tate te gc gpecnate rere me nonoeatoqetot ot ots} 


FORMULA the SEVEN TH. 


Tbe Compofition of the Saturnine Plaifter. 


Pa a twelve pounds of wax, melt it in. 

a proper. kettle; add three pounds and: 
a half of oil of olives: when the oil and wax 
are well incorporated, add eight ounces of 
the extract of Saturn, which you muft peur 
in by degrees, taking care to keep the 
whole flirred with a fpatula; add to this two 
drams of camphor, which you muft diffolve 
with the relt. Take the kettle from the fire, 
and dip linen.into it of the length and breadth 
you think proper. 

Thefe Saturnine plaifters perform wonders, 
when applied to parts afflicted with. rheuma- 
tic pains, which are by no means to be 
confounded with thofe that are feated in. the. 

boness, 
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bones, and are generally produced by a ve. 
nereal caufe, thefe are lodged too deep te 
bevremoved by this application : but ‘parts 


that.are weakened and full of pain, are much 


relieved by them: they are likewile of great 
fervice in the hofpitals, efpecially at thofe 
times of the year which forbid the ufe of 
mineral waters, and in places which are dif 
tant from fuch waters. They may be very 


a advantageoufly ufed in all cafes in which 


the plaiflers called Divine are pretcribed ; 
but with this precaution, that the part af- 


filed muft be firft wafhed with the vegeto- 


mineral water, and at the fame time gently 
rubbed: I likewife made ufe of them for the 
cure of anchilofes. After having anointed 
the part affected, for a certain fpace of time, 


with the pomatum [I have appropriated for 


this complaint, I then apply filver paper, 


- well rubbed with the hand till it is quite 


foft, which I leave on for two hours, and 


then fupply its place with the Saturnine 
plaitter. 


I have already remarked, how advanta- 


geoufly-I made ufe of the above pomatum 
‘and this plaifter for an extraordinary con- 
traction ef the tendons of the hand. See. . 


my Obfervations ; as likewife the cafe ‘of 


‘Madame de Ja Gomercini, and that of the 


Chevalier Defquilles. 
-I fhall not here trouble the reader with 
an account of the different complaints, as 


well rheumatic as others, for which I have 


made 
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made ufe of thefe plaifters with fuccefs, tak- 
ing care, firft, towafh or pump the part with 
the vegeto- mineral water. The combined 
virtues of the extract of Saturn and foap 
cannot fail to produce the moft falutary et- 
feéts, upon account of their difperfing and 
refolving quality, afpe cially when affifted by 
camphor, whofe particles poffefs fo great a 
fhare of volubility and action. See the Ob- 
fervations of many cures in which the Sa- 
turnine plaifters have been made ufe of, 


FORMULA the EIGHTH. 


The Pure Extra of Saturn without any 
Modification. 


OU may apply the pure extract of Sa- | 
turn now-and-then to the bottom of | 
ulcers, when the fuppuration is bad, anda | 
gangrene apprehended : it is in general very 
efficacious to deftroy fungous flefh. 
It may be likewife ufed againft warts, puf- 
tules, hinted and other excre(cences ap- 
pearing upon the body. 


s FORMULA 


FORMULA the NINTH. 


The Tripbarmacum Plaifer. 


| HE compofition of this plaifter is of a 

very old date ; an account of it may be 
feen in Bauderon’s Difpenfatory. Many prac- 
titioners have ufed it fince, and particularly 
Mr. Faget, an eminent Paris furgeon; who 
did me the honour, in the year 1751, to in- 
form me of its furprizing efficacy : he like- 
wife fent me the compofition, which I found 
in the above book. 


SDEILLAIDOLLL LIS LOULLS SG SB3B902, 
FORMULA the TENTH, 


The Simple Tripharmacum Plaifter. 
IGHT poundsof lithargeof gold, fixteen 


“4 pounds of common oil, vinegar, ¢. //- 
_ Mix in a proper vefiel the litharge with 
the oil and vinegar ; let the whole boil toge- 
ther, (keeping ic well ftirred with a wooden 
fpatula) to the confiftence of a plaifter. If 
_ you perceive the litharge not fuficiently dif- 
folved, or the plaifter not fufficiently boiled, 
add a frefh fupply of vinegar. Oe 
. FORMULA 
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AE NE NEUEN Ue ener UE BENE US EO, 
F O RMULAthe ELEVENTH. 


The Compound Tf ripbarimiactan Plaifter. 
QUAL. parts of the fimple diachylon 


tripharmacum plaifter; put them toge- 
ther into a proper veflel, with a fufficient 
‘quantity of vinegar, boil the whole all the 
vinegar is abforbed, and the plaifer. a | 
enough to be made into rolls. 
To give this plaifter a red colour, add to 
it, whit in the veffel, fome colcothar of 
vitriol reduced to a very fine powder. 


SEK ROCHON HOE OOK 
FORMULA the TWELFH. 


On the Treatment of the Itch. 


ARIOUS are the methods.recom- 
mended by medico-chirurgical writers 

for the treatment ofthe itch. Sometimes the ~ 
medicines are of. the repelling kind; fome- 
times aftringent ones are. mixed up with re- 
, pellers : at other times corrofives,are.added; , 
and the mercurial ointment is frequently 
ufed either by itfelf, or joined to,other re- 
medies, 
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medies, as the powder of white hellebore 
&c. Butthe formula whichis generally ufed, 
and the one which fucceeds the beft, is the 


‘ ,»mixture of flower of brimftone with oil or 


lard. | 
Sulphur is alfo frequently recommended. 
All thefe remedies, except fulphur and mer- 
cury, which have alfo their objections, are 
very dangerous; particularly fuch as are of 
the repelling and aftringent kind; as they 
_feem to contradiat, and do contradiét, in ef- 
fect, the indication we ought to fulfil; as may 
be feen in my Chapter on the Itch, to which’ 
I refer the reader. 


The following is @ Detail of my Method of 
treating Patients in the Itch. 


First, they are to be blooded and 
purged; then care muft be taken to wath 
all the parts affected with that diforder, morn- 


_ ingand night, with the vegeto-mineral water 


y 


warm. If the weather is cold, this muft be 
done before the fire, and the. patients 
_ put to bed. This method muft be purfued 

for about four or five days. When the 


_ eruptions are very vifible upon the furface of 


the fkin, an addition of ingredients is to be 
-made to the vegeto-mineral water ; viz. to a 
quart of the above water, put half an ounce 
_ of common falt, anda dram of allum; by 
_ this means the itch ‘will dry away by de- 
_ ha Srees, 
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grees, and will be cured in about eight; ten, - 
twelve, or fifteen days: -I fpeak here of tke 
miliary and puftulous itch. Sometimes indeed 

it falls out, that fome patients, who have 

been afflicted with it for.a long time, are not. 

cured quite fo foon, when:the itch ts in Jarge 

bloches, and covers, as 1 may fay; partly . 
the whole body. When this is the cafe, 

we make ufe of the vegeto-mineral water 

without the addition of either the allum or 

alt. 

When the itch is of the tetter kind, it is 
to be wafhed for fome days with the vegeto- 
mineral water; then it.is to be anointed with 
a pomatum made after the following man- 
ner: . 

Take two pounds of hog’s lard, four: 
ounces of fulphur, two ounces of allum,, 
and two ounces of the extract of Saturn :: 
mix them all together thoroughly in a mor-. 
tar, and apply them once or twice a day to) 
the parts: when the diforder proves very! 
obftinate, touch them with the pure. ex-- 
tract. | tet Saaed 

I muft here make a remark, which is muchi 
to the advantage of the king, that the fol-- 
~ diers afli&ted with. this diforder may make: 
ufe of this remedy. in their garrifons, andi 
even in their tents, without fpoiling their 
linen, or obferving any particular regimen.. 
Ihave myfelf lately prefcribed it to aboutt 
fourfcore in the Citadel. Many of thsi BAe 

eens ye eee , at 
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both the-lcerated. and tetterous fpecies. of. 


e ‘iteh; notwithftanding which they were weil. 


_ ina fhort time; as upon an average the cure 
was compleated of them’ all under twelve 
days, without fpoiling their cloaths. At the 
fame time I cannot help remarking, that the 
cold was-exceflive, and the weather tem- 
peftuous ; that they feldom kept within doors, 
and many of them lived upon very improper 
food, fuch as garlick, onions, indulging in 
the ufe of wine, tobacco, &c. : 


SOO HOR OK OIL OILS 
FORMULA the THIRTEENTH. 


Powder of the Extrati of Saturn. 


: | F you put the pure extract into plates, and 
H expofe it to the fun, ic thickens and be- 
comes of a confiftency; you may then re- 
duce it to powder, which is very proper for 
deftroying fungous flefh, and the callofity 
of the fides of certain ulcers. , ‘ 
We mix likewife an equal quantity of this 
~% powder, cerufe, allum, and turpentine, toge- 
ther, to help to cicatrize wounds, and dry 
up old ulcers. We likewife.make a garga- 
rifm of the pure extract, white wine, and 
allum, to ftop hemorrhages in the lower. 
de pare 
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part of the mouth. The following is its com- 
pofition. Put to a quart of white wine two 
ounces of the extract of Saturn, an ounce of 
allum reduced to a very fine powder, and . 
a good half glafs of vinegar. I have often 
found this an admirable aftringent ; and very 
proper to {top haemorrhages proceeding from 
a remote caufe, where there was no poffibi- 
lity of applying compreffes, ligatures, or any 
ftrong ftyptic. 
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L E A D. 
By G. ARNAUD, M.D. 


Tis not my intention here to celebrate 
fi the praifes of Mr. Goulard’s remedy, 
That is already too well known throughout 
Europe, to want any affiftance from my pen, 
My views coincide entirely with thofe of the 
author, in endeavouring to bring ic to ftill 
greater perfection, by confidering it with more 
precifenefs, both as toits compofition and ufe, 
To be ignorant of thefe would bea faule; 
willingly to conceal its fuperior virtues, 
would be an injury to fociety, and a manner 
of proceeding very differentfrom the author’s, 
who has publithed all his knowledge on the 


_» fubject without referve. 


This medicament, juftly looked upon by thofe 
of the Faculty, who are free from prejudice, as 
the beft and moft univerfal topic in furgery, 

A may 
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may very properly be fubftituted in the place 
of all others generally -prefcribed: it will 
frequently prove efficacious when the reft have 
failed, and will re-eftablifh Nature, which 
they had difordered. 

I don’t pretend to mention this medicine 
as.a new difcovered one: on the contrary, 
we have received it fram antiquity, known 
by the name of Acetum Lithargiri;, but by its 
having been ill made, sal-d-propos applied, 
and prefcribed in improper quantities, it 
was for fome time out of repute ; and with- 
— outtheaffiftance and the vigilance ofoneof Mr. 
Goulard’s fpeculative turn, who has: had re- 
folution enough to ftem the torrent of oppofi- 
tion, this remedy, like many others, by having 
been improperly made and as improperly ad- 
miniftered, would have fallen a victim to the 
empiric. For want of proper vinegar, the ba- 
fis ef this medicine, it frequently deceived the 
practitioner, who, from not knowing its pro- 
perties and the real method of compofing it, 
entirely laid it afide. But it has of late been 
too minutely confidered to be any longer neg- 
le€&ted, and is now looked upon, by the im- 
partial part of mankind, to be one of the 
ereateft ornaments of the difpenfatories, as well 
as the moft efficacious remedy in furgery. It 
is then co Mr. Goulard, a fkillful furgeon of 
Montpellier, we owe its revival ; which could 
never have been effected but by a man of his 
eminence, and like himexempt from vulgar _ 

prejudice, — 


Cia 
prejudice, which has hitherto laid to the. 
charge of this falutary remedy, faults, from 
which the experiments of many famous in 
their profeffion are now endeavouring to 
exculpate it in favour of mankind. 

‘When this extract is made with natural 
vinegar, and the {trongeft which can be pro- 
cured in the fouth of France (where nature, 
in favourable years, and in particular can- 
tons, furnifhes this vegetable liquor with 
more virtues than any art of the vinegar- 
makers can poffibly endow it with) it poffeffes 
all the difperfing, cooling, and refolving qua- 
lities proper for dividing the glutinous, ftacnat- 
ed matter in the obftructed veffels ; it relaxes 
them when too much contraé¢ted, and reftores 
to the folids and fluids the proportion of cir- 
culation neceffary for preferving the animal 
ceconomy ina ftate of health. Thecommon vi- 
negars, which owe their ftrength to fal armoni- 
ac, to pepper, and the dung of the feathered 
kind, can’t fail of robbing this extract of the 
qualities neceflary for its perfeGion; as dolike- 
wife other faétitious vegetable acids, fuch, for 
example, asare brewedin England, and in the 
northern countries, under the appearance of 
vinegar. ‘The latter, ’tis true, tho? not capable 
of injuring the conftitution, a@ as ftimula- 
tors to the ftomach ; but this property 1s not 
fufficient to perfectly diffolve the lead, or to 
impregnate thefe metallic particles with the 
partigular qualities they acquire by the ad- 
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dition of tartar, natural to thofe vinegars, 
which are made with the ftrongeft winest. 
I fhall not here enter upon the bad qualities 
which may be conveyed to lead by the in- 
gredients: made ufe of in the compofition 
of factitious vinegars, which are brewed ac- 
carding to every one’s particular recipe. 


+ Such as are well verfed in theart of chymifry 
know, that natural vinegar contains an effential oil 
which entirely diffolves lead, while its acid only divides 
its parts. Mr. Goulard has difcovered that it is the pro- 
perty of fome particular vinegars only of tke province 
he lives in, to perfectly diffolve this metal, as they con- 
tain more effential oil thanthe reft; confequently na- 
tural vinegars, when adulterated, or factitious ones which 
receive their power of ation from the acrid ingredients 
only mixed with them, are not only rendered incapable 
of perfedily diffolving the lead, but likewife com- 
Mmunicate av inflammatory quality to the extract, very 
d.fferent from the cooling and calming one natural 
to it when made with the beft vinegar. The healing 
quality of lead is evident, from its happy effeéts, when 
applied im its natural ftate even to ulcerated cancers ; 
how much more efficacioufly moft it then act, when its 
faline particles ane fo far divided as to be capable of 
being introduced into the {mallet veffels, and there 
circvlate with the juices ? Thefe they attenuate and di- 
vide fo asto returninto their proper channel ; it 1s very 
neceflary then, that the vinegar, made ufe of for the dif- 
folution of the ‘ead, fhould be natural, well chofen, and. 
by no means faétitious. A chymical analyfis will eafily 
difcaver the defedts of vinegar ; but as every one is not 
gn a Gituation of making thefe experiments, it’s merits 
may be afcertained by the tafle only. Good vinegar, 
when touched with ihe tongue, has a pleafing acid tafte, 
and leaves a frefhnefs in the mouth ; bat when factiti- 
‘our, rather appears to inflame the mouth and throat, _ 

which fenfatioa continues for fome time. 
) The 
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The beft argument in favor of the extract of 
Saturn, made in particular parts of the fouth 
_ of France, and againft any other extract made 
with common vinegars, is, that the tartar of 
Languedoc has the preference in chymical 
proceffes: fome of whichare in vain attempted 
without it. Another argument {till more cor- 
roborative is, that at Montpellier alone good 
verdigreafe can be procured, on account of 
the fingular property of its vinegar, and for 
fome other concurrent and unknown reafons, | 
which help to diffolve the copper, the bafis of 
the above drug. .For the fame reafon we 
may be induced to think that the tarterous 
particles of the wine of that country, being 
refined by its change into vinegar, may con- 
tribute more efficacioufly to diffolve the lead, 
which experience daily proves. Common v:- 
-negars help only to divide it in part; fome of 
Languedoc properly chofen diffolve it fo tho- 
roughly, that without any fediment it pre- 
ferves its weight; acertain proof that it in- 
corporates itfelf more with this fpecies of vi~ 
negar, which no doubt muft render its effects: 
more efficacious. It is certainly owing tothis 
that the medicine we {peak of pofleffes a cool- 
ing, difperfing, refolving quality, and by no 
means a repellant one, as has been hinted by 
certain people. This requires an explanation, 
which will be eafily underftood by the mean-- 
eft capacity, as I fhall endeavour to exprefs 
myfelf in the plaineft terms.. a 
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When the lead is divided only, its parts 
are too grofs and ponderous to remain fuf- 
pendedin the vegetable liquid, its vehicle ; 
-this caufes it to fubfide: on fhaking the bottle 
they again incorporate with the liquid, with- 
out fuffering a diminution of their volume : 
this volume, by preventing them from pene- 
trating to the veffels thro? the pores of the fkin, 
caufes them to remain in the tiffue of thofe 
parts, and, by ftopping up the paflages of per- 
fpiration, gives rife to what is generally term- 
ed-repulfion. But, when the metal is fo far dif- 
folved as always to remain fufpended in the ve- 
getabie liquid, its parts are fo fine and fo far at- 
tenuated as not to be difcernible thro’ the 
moft perfect microfcope: they then eafily pene- 
trate the pores of the fkin, followthe courfe of 
the perfpiratory veffels, and put in motionthe 
infpiffared and ftagnated fluids, which they 
againreturn to the road of circulation. When 
the metallic particles act thus, the aquatic 
veliicles, with which they are combined, 
loofen the fkin, which was before in a ftate of 
too great tenfion, whilft the fpirituous ones re- 
fiore to the vetieis that elafticity of which they 
had been deprived. Thusa refolution of the- 
humours is effected by means of tranfpira-. 
tion and circulation : but a wife and cautious 
practitioner muft always attend tothe progrefs 
of che complaint, when either putrefaction or 
adegree of malignity is apprehended; and care 
fhould be always taken to mix this with digef- 


tives, © 
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‘tives for critical difcharges, as by abating their 
heat it will prevent the neighbouring parts 
from being affeéted, and fecure the patient 
againft a too copious difcharge, which fre- 
quently attends thefe cafes, | te 

The comparifon made between the ex- 
tract of Saturn, andits falt, commonly called 
the fugar of lead, will be found unjult, 
when we confider that the latter is made 
with vinegars of-all forts of wines ; and that 
thofe of Switzerland, which produce the 
greateft quantity of this fugar, are made of 
wines very little impregnated with tartar, and 
that too of an inferior quality. But after 
all, this very fugar of lead, which is quoted 
‘asa proof of the repellent quality to be found 
in. our medicine, is it not made ufe of by the 
ableft practitioners, both as an internal and 
external medicine? If fo, with how much more 
confidence may we make ule of Mr. Goulard’s 
extract, properly made, in the above circum- 
ftances? A practice of fifty years has fuf- 
ficiently convinced me of its fuperiority over 
the fugar of lead, which I have known fail, 
when the other has always anfwered my in- 
tentions, 

Such as are thus difpofed to criticife the 
moit approved remedies won't givethemfelves 
‘time to refleét, that an accidental failure of 
fuccels might be owing to this extract not 
_ having been properly mace in its commence- 
ment, or fucceeding procefles; to its having 
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been given in too great a quantity, or ap: 
. plied cold, as indeed the author fometimes 
recommends, with a view only to the tempe- _ 
rate Climate he writes in: thus have thefe 
people been induced, without having any 
regard for themfelves, to confirm the opinion 
of the vulgar, who generally attribute the 
death of the patient to the laft remedy : and 
thus fhamefully take advantage of this fal- 
Jacious argument to cry down the good effects 
of the extraét of Saturn, and to extol reme- 
dies at beft uncertain, often fallacious; and 
which cuftom alone, the tyrant of the mind,, 
authorifes the ufe of, both againtt reafon and 
experience, Many examples might be brought 
to refute what perfons, otherwife refpeétable, 
have thought proper to advance to the pre= 
jedice of this remedy; but I will refer the © 
seader to many Obfervations given by the 
author in his Treatife, and take into con= 
fideration here the firft paragraph of the third 
Formula, page 208, on the inefficacy of the 
poultices generally prefcribed. | 
The proofs I have given of the neceffity of 
procuring the beft vinegar, and the rules I 
fhall lay down in the fequel, for the better 
making and ufing this extraét, having been . 
approved of by men of knowledge and rank 
in this country, ever intent on means to afhift 
the poorer part of mankind, have induced 
me to procure a quantity of it from the foun- 
tain head itk&lf. I have applied to Mr. . 


Gou- 
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Goulard for this purpofe, to whom I have’ 
Hikewife communicated my thoughts on tHe: 
farther improvement and ufe of his rem sich en 
which I have the fatisfaction to know entirely: 
coincide with his. This concurrence of ideas,. 
which originally fprung from a fifiy years ac~ 
quaintance, having been fellow-ftudents «o-- 
gether, has Pdiseed me to imitate him on 
other occafions *, and has been the means of” 
his allowing me to be the fole-vender in this: 
country of the extract he himlelf makes« 

This topic, which, properly fpeaking, js an? 
univerfal chirurgical medicine, and eafily pro-- 
cured, has this triple advantage over others:: 
Firft, ir cofts but little ;. fecondly, itis pre-- 
pared in an inftant; and thirdly, it may eafily 
be conveyed from place to place. | 

Whoever is provided with it may prevent 
the bad confequences of bruifes, occafioned: 
either by a fall or blow ; it prevents an echy- 
mofis, or extravafation of blood, the ge-- 
neral attendant of fractures and diflocations,. 
till proper affiltance can be procuret! to drefs. 
the patient fecundum artem , in thefe circum-- 
ftances.it fhould be made ule of in: the begin-- 
ning, as it isa known remedy againft inflan-- 
mations and mortificatons, the peneral.cod-- 


* See pages 8'and 201 of my Treatifé of Diforders: 
of the Urethra and Bladder, ford by P. Elmfly, bouk-- 
feiler.in the Strand, in.1zmo, the third editions 


Kg fequencéss 


f 10 J | 
fequences of thefe complaints. I fhall not _ 
enter into a detailof the other diforders it 
will relieve, but fhall refer the reader to. 
Mr. Goulard’s Treatife ; I fhall only lay 
down here {ome few rules for its ufe; drawn © 
from experience, which have met with Mr. 
Goulard’s approbation, both as to that and 
its compofition. 

1. Every one is fufficiently acquainted: with 
‘the powerful effects of vegetable acids, and 
particularly thofe of vinegar, in regard: to 
brafs, to deter him from making this extract 
in veffels of that metal. No precaution is fuf- 
ficient to prevent the vinegar from imbibing | 
tome of the copper; it is therefore much more’ 
advifeable to make ufe of veffels made either | 
of glafs, earth, or pewter. 1 fhould have .,. 
been much more uneafy about a gentleman’s 
fervant, who had fwallowed by chance, -the 
8th of December taft, a certain quantity of the 
vegeto-mineral water, had not not I been very 
fure that the extract had not been made ina 
brafs kettle. I affured the matter, in anfwer 
to his letter, that no bad confequences would 
enfue, but that it would be advifeable to or- 
der the patient to drink fome warm water. 


Copy of Mr. ****’s Letter. 


SIR, 


One of my fervants has fwallowed, by 
accident, fome of the vegeto-mineral waters 
3 are” 


DP shy] 
are there any bad confequences to be appre- 
hended? and what is beft to be done? It hap- 
pened about half an hour ago. .I am, &c. 


8th December, 1769. 


_ The day after I received the following. 


rs 


“STR, 


I have the pleafure to inform you, that 
my fervant is perfectly well to-day: he felt 
laft night fome pains in his ftomach, whicly 


the warm water removed ; but no ftitches, no 
‘cholicks.. ~ : lam, &c. 


oth December, 1769. 


II. The external qualities, which charac-. 
terize the true original extract of Saturn, 
confift in its colour, its fmell, its weight, its 
cenfiftence, and its tafte: its colour is that of 
orange, its confiftence a little firupy, its fmel! 
empyreumatical or of burnt fugar, its weight 
a third part more than that of the vinegar s 
fo that a phial, which holds three ounces 


of vinegar, ought to weigh at leaft four 


ounces when filled with the extract; the 
thicknefs of this medicine may be as great a 
defect as its lightnefs : for, if it weighs. more 
or lefs than it ought, it cannot but deceive in 
regard to the proportions made ule of, anc 
not an{wer to the directions giver, See p. 6. 
Ill. When bad vinegar bas. imbibed as. 
much lead as it can poflibly diffolve, the fuper- 
| A 6 flucus 
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fiuous metallic particles are obferved to fink 
to the bottom of the bottle : fuch extraét, im- 
properlycalled fo, is but an imperfect divifion 
of the lead, which muft be rejected for the 
reaf6ns mentioned in page 8. 

IV. From this mixture of lead and vine- 
gar is produced a water. called by the au- 
thor vegeto-mineral; and this water is en--_ 
dowed with excellent virtues, when made 
ufe of in lotions, fomentations, injections, and 
baths, andin the different Formule defcribed 
by Mr. Goulard, in his cerate, poultices, po- 
matums, lintments, plaifters, @&c. But the 
water of which we are now fpeaking ought 
to be particularly. confidered in its own na- 
tural {tate before it is made ufe of in its ve- 
geto-mineral one. Every fpecies of water is. 
not proper for this ufe. Rain-water, when 
purged and filtered, and that of rivers, whofe: 
bottoms confift of either fand or gravel, free 
from mud, are to have the preference, efpe- 
cially after having been purified either by 
{tanding fometime, or Hiteringthrough proper 
paper ; {pri ing and pump water being impreg- 
nated with ey pfous or fe -lenitous particles, give 
rife to anew change of the metallic ones of thre 
lead; and thus a white precipitate is formed 
which will by no means incorporate with the- 
warer, ** FP Uhefe effects, fays a celebrated chy- 
miit*, are owing toa feparation of the vitriolic 
acid of the felenites from the earth to whichit 
was joined, which now mixes with the lead 


of 
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of the extract of Saturn, and thus forms at 
vitriol of lead. In that inftant the vinegar 
mixes with the earth of the felenites, and they. 
form together an acetofe-calcareousfalt; fothat 
at the fame time a new diffolution and a new 
combination areefiected. Thus the medicine is 
by no means that of the vegeto-mineral water, 
but a mixture of vitriol of lead; acetofe falr,. 
and brandy: On this cccafion the vitriol of 
lead feems to defcend in form of a white 
powder, tho’ it is in reality a faline marter: 
diffoluble in water; the reafon is, that it can 
not be diffolved without difficulty, and that 
there is nota fufficiency of water to diffolve 
the whole quantiry collected: the remainder 
of the water contains in diffolurion a {mall 
quantity of this-vitriol of lead: In fine, if you 
add to the precipitate a large quantity of 
boiling water, the diffolution is perfect; which 
proves, that this precipitate is a faline fub- 
fiance.” From this argument, founded on 
natural philofophy, and confirmed by the 
experiments of all who make ufe of water 
not properly purified, may we not conclude, 
that we have no reafon to be furprifed that 
this remedy has fometimes. baffled our endea- 
vours? Is itnot, on the contrary, a fubje&t of 
aftonifhment, that notwithftanding this ac- 
cidental defect in its compofition, it has fo 
frequently been crowned with the greateft 
fuccefs? In fine, the water which diffolves 
foap the moft effectually isto be preferred, tho’ 
ue 
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it will be proper firft to purify it well. When 
the extract is thrown into improper water, it 
whitens it only for a time, and then fails to 
the bottom, without being able to mix per: 
fectly with it afrefh; this water becomes 
curdled, and like four milk ; and in this ftate 
it is by no means to be made ule of, as not at 
call likely to anfwer our expectations. To this 
we may afcribe the want of fuecefs, which 
ferves to prejudice many again{t the remedy, 
and to pleafe others, who are by no means its 
friends, for want of being better acquainted 
with it. When proper water cannot be pro- 
cured, care muft be taken to diftil others, if 
opportunity ferves, This may be eafily done 
with the common alembic, taking care to 
throw away fome pints of the firft diftilled, 
as it is frequently liable to be foul, by the 
uncleannefs of the head of the ftill: you muft - 
likewife take care to leave about a quartér 
of it in the ftill, before you have finifhed 
your procefs, to prevent the rifing of any of 
its heterogeneous particles. But in cafe of 
neceffity, where proper water is not to be 
had, any kind of water may be ufed, taking 
-eare to boil and filter it thro’ paper which 1s 
not ftiffenec, till iome of the eit Water can 
be procured *. 


* Tt is advifeable, that all thofe, who make ufe of 
water in common as (neir drink, wou'd carefully abftain 
from all that are hard, earthy, and felenitous ; which, 
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V. Nothing is of greater confequence in pre- 
{criptions, than the afcertaining the juft pro- 
portion remedies of this kind bear to each o- 
ther: [ think the author has rather neglected 
this in regard to his. Looking upon it himfelf 
as a topical one only, he has been little anxi- 
ous about the quantities ufedin lotions, poul- 
tices, &c. for common cafes ; nor is it indeed 
very material, but when particular cafes occur; 
fuch as inflammations of the eyes, ears, throat, 
~ and of other parts endowed with no lefs a de- 
gree of fenfibility. The author feems to have 


are apt to diforder the ftomach, and give rife to ftony 
‘concretions in the kidneys and other urinary paflages, — 
efpecially if they meet with any flimy matter. The on- 
ly means of preventing this is by difiillation, which — 
will feparate, even from the pureft water, fome hetero- 
geneous fubftances; but this muit be effected in bat- 
neo marie, with alembics either of earth or glafs, 
taking care always to throw away the two or three 
firft pints that pafs into the receiver, to avoid certain 
heterogeneous and _ volatile fabftances which rife by 
diftillation with the firft portions of water. You muft 
likewife finifh your operation as foon as two-thirds of 
your water is diftilled, becaufe what remains in the 
fill mutt be impregnated, more or lefs. with noxious 
_ particles, which the water might imbibe, was you 
to continue your procefs any longer. The water thes 
diftilled muft be put into bottles well wathed, and 
rinfed with the above diftilled water. Thefe bottles mult 
be ttopped with a glafs ftopple. If the water has been 
well diftilled, it will preferve its limpidity, afier you 
have poured into it fome drops of the folation of 
mercury by fpirit of nitre. This experiment muft be 
made upon a {mall quantity of the diftilled water. 


mif- 
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miftaken the quantity of extrac proper-for: 
the occafion, fee page 204.. where he fays, 
‘* For example,({peaking of the eyes) put at 
“ firft ten or twelve drops of it (extract of. 
“¢ Saturn) to a common glafs of water, and 
“¢ increafe them gradually, as the inflamma- 
** tion is feen to dilperie”— and after, ‘* againft: 
** the defluxions of the tympanum of the ear 
« and occafional deafnefs, taking carein thefe: 
*¢ cafes to add to the drops of the extract. 
“« double the number. of. drops of campho-- 
** rated brandy, though commonbrandymay 
**~be ufed, as for opthalmies.” 

The indefinite meafure of a glafs of water 
gives here an equivocal fenfe,. It is always 
improper to pretcribe a remedy by meafure,. 
when it is to be ufed with circumfpection. 
Nothing can be. afcertained by a glafs of 


water,. a coffec-{poon-ful,. or drops.. Thefer 


mea{ures contain more or lefs according to the. 
different places they are ufedin; and drops 
may vary according to the confiftence of the 
extract. As all meafures thenvary,.and even 
in the fame country,.care muft. be taken, . 
where itis poffible, to make ufe of. weights, . 
and. to reduce foreign ones to thofe of the 

country welive in. The author himfelf has 

followed the weights and meatures of the: 
country heinhabits ; I will follow the ing- 

lifh one called Troy *, as it has more affini-- 


* Called in French poids de mare, or. filverefmith’s + 
weight. ‘The fame is ufed in Paris. 


ty: 
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ty to the Montpellier weight, being divid— 
ed, like that, into ounces, drachms, {cruples, 
and grains. The Troy pound, indeed, con- 
_ tains only twelve ounces, and the Montpellier 
fixteen ; but in the ounce there is only a dif- 
ference of feven erains and anshalf, the Troy 
ouace being fo much heavier than the Mont- 
pelher. Inthe drachmthe difference islefs than 
a grain, inthe fcruple not a third of one. The 
grain differs more in proportion, as the Mont~ 
pellier fcruple is divided into twenty four 
 grains,and the Lroyf{eruple into only twenty; 
_ butforthe fatisfaction of thofe who may becu- 
rious to know the exact difference between the 
Englith and Montpellier weights, | have added 
-a Table, in which is expreffed the value of the 
‘Montpellier pound, half pound, ounce,drachny, 
and grains both in roy and Avoir-du-Pois 
' weighs, as likewife the feveral values of thefe 
forts of weights, compared with the Montpel- 
Mer, and with each other ; and this T imagine 
will be the more welcome, as moft of the au- 
thors, who treat of the comparifon of Englifh 
and Frenel weights, are more likely tomiflead 
than'to ‘inform their readers. FT cannot help 
remarking here, that the origin of difference 
weights arofe from the ancient cuftom of re- 
gulating them by that of a barley corn, which 
ferved as a ftandard for all the reft, by mule 
tiplying them into carats, [cruples, drachms, 
‘ounces, pounds, &c ; but, as it neceffarily hap- 
pened, that the barley corns, made ufe of im 
diferent: 
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different. countries, weighed more or lefs on 
account.of their.fize, ‘moifture, or drynefs, 
it gaverife to the difference of weights ; and 
made it difficult to.afcertain precifely thofe 
of differentcountries. It is much to be withed 
that.the different powers of Europe would 
come.to a general regulation of weights; it 
would: be a change of much greater import~ 
ance to trade than that of the old ftile, which 

all nations have not adopted ; though there are 
none who would not find their account in 
having. a, general or univerfal ftandard for 
meafure and weight, -- - 

But let us now return°to » the method of 
prefcribing the extract of -Saturn, and again — 
refume our fubject, from which this epifode 
has fomewhat hurried me. I fhall then make 
ufe of the weight, generally known by the 
namé of Troy-weight. The proper and ge- 
nerally prefcribed quantity of extract to a bot- 
tle of pure water.* is two drachms (five penny 
weights) if the extract is well made, which 
quantity will make about an hundred and ten 
drops, Now, if we fuppofe.the bottle to weigh 
twenty-nine Trey ounces, and a glafs of water 
to weigh about three ounces, the quantity of 
extract, according to the proportion given by 
Mr, Gouilard, would exceed, or at laft be equal | 
to thacof the vegeto-mineral water prefcribed 
by him for common ufeés; when, on the 


* This ought to weigh 29 or 30 ounces. 
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contrary, the quantity ought to be diminifhed 
confiderably. So that I would recommend, 

in inflammations of the eyes, to put only two 

drops of the extract toevery ounce of water, 

and the fame proportion to be obferved in all 

cafes where the fenfibility of the part is equal- 

ly delicate, efpecially fince Mr. Goulard has 
brought his extraét to fo great a degree of 
perfection. 

The method of counting thgdrops is to _ 
have a cork bored from end to end, through 
which pafs a tube about the fize of a fmall 
quill, commonly called a pinion; this quill 
mutt be cut off at both ends, like the obtufe 
end of a tooth- pick ;and of the twoextremi- 
ties of the tube thus cut, one enters int 

fid 


bottle, and the other remains on the o1 
of the cork. By inclining the bottle down- ~ 
wards and putting the end of the fore- finger 
upon the aperture of the tube, you may lets 
the drops fall at pleafure, one after the others 

Mr. Goulard does not recommend hispo- 
matum in opthalmies, and I think with great — 
reafon ; greafy and oleaginous fubftances are 
always dangerous in inflammations of the 
eyes and erifipelatous complaints, though 
they are equally advifeabie tor thofe of the 
ears: he ought to have recommended the 
frequent wafhing the eyes externally with 
the vegeto-mineral water, and keeping a 
compre(s conftantly on them, well wetted with 
that water. This I have conftantly sess 

wit 
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with fuccefs ;. but you muft be careful always: 
to add fome brandy, and even that which is 
camphorated. This omiffion, on the part of 
the author, in his firft prefcription, gives an 
air of obfcurity to the laft part of his fecond 
paragraph, by putting you in mind there of 
the neceffity of making ufe of brandy in the 
jecond prefcription, as well as in the firft; a. 
circumftance he has entirely omitted. Let it 
be remarked, that. camphorated brandy on 
all occafions is to be preferred to the non- 
_ €amphorated, as I fhall endeavour to prove 
_ ip the following article. | 
VI. Iris my opinion, thatin the cafesin which 
the author recommends the ufeofcamphire,one 
of the moft antiphlogiftic, and antifpafmodic 
___Sedicines in phyfic or furgery, he does not pre- 
ne Fegibeitin large quantities enough, Camphire 
18 one of thofe medicines we ufe too {paringly,. 
hot being fufficiently converfant in its effects, 
which are always wonderful, whether made 
ufe of externally or internally. I would re- 
commend a work of Mr. Pouteau, intitled, 
Melanges de Chirurgie, which would con- 
vince any one of the good qualities of this 
drug. IT know an Englith gentleman, who 
not only preferves himfelf from, but cures. 
himfclf of many complaints by the ufe of 
camphire, of which he takes inwardly a large 
quantity 3,and always carries about him a box 
efit. When I miake ufe of this with the 
extract of Saturn, it is in large quantiles, 
and: . 
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and with fome precautions, different from thole 
of Mr. Goulard. Ifit is given in fmall quan- 
tities, it has no effect; when mixed with po- 
matums, cerates, liniments, it is obliged to 
underge the heat of fire, by which means the 
volatile parts of it are evaporated; what re- 
mains of them infenfibly paffes away, fo that © 
in a few days none is left. Whenever the 
vegeto-mineral water is made ufe of, I would 
recommend the fame quantity of campho- - 
rated brandy as the author prefcribes of that 
‘which is not camphorated. This campho- 
rated brandy fhould be kept in a bottle well 
corked ; you mutt. be careful likewife to fill 
it up now and then, and fee that the camphire 
you make ufe of for this purpofe is not too 
dry, but that it is freth, oily, and of a {trong 
perfume. | 
VII. Mr. Goulard recommends the vegeto- 
mineral water to be warmed only during the 
winter, and to make ufe of it in fummer in 
its natural ftate. This diftinction may bea 
‘very juft one at Montpellier, and in other 
warm climates; but in England, and other 
cold countries, it is abfolutely neceffary al- 
ways to warm it, otherwife the metallic 
particles are not fo thoroughly divided ; and 
by the water’s being impregnated with the 
vegctable parts only, the repelling proper- 
‘ ty, with which it is reproached, only re- 
mains. The fame may be faid of all cold 
waters ; they act as repellents, by caufing too 
| | . great 
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great a tenfion in the fibres they ought to 
relax, and the colder they are the greater is 
their repelling power ; but when warmed, 
they are of a moiftening, relaxing, foftening, 
and refolving quality. But particular care 
muft be taken not to exceed the dofe above 
prefcribed in inflammatory cafes ; Mr. Cof- 
mond, a celebrated furgeon, has wellobferved 
that the leaden particles, when introduced in- 
to the vefiels in too large a quantity, irritate 
and force them fo confiderably, as frequently 
to add to the complaint, inftead of relieving 
it. This is a fault that many, who are igno- 
rant of the effects of this remedy, frequently 
fall into; andoften blame the medicine, when 
themfelves are only in faule. 

In cafes where the lymph only is affected, 
the fame precaution is not neceflary, as a 
drachm or two of extract more may be fafely 
added to each bottle of water. | 

VIII. Such as are little verfed in the know- 
Jedge of the medical virtues of metals, are 
very apt to make cofmetic pomatums with 
the vegeto-mineral water. Thefe have fol- 
lowed the errors handed down to us by our 
anceftors, who have made ule of lead under 
various forms ; others have made ufe of ma- 
gifteries of pewter and bifmuth, 8c. which 
have rather ferved to deftroy the beauty of the 
{kin than to preferve it; the reafon is evident: 
thefe metals, by infinuating themfelves into 
the pores; theredepofe fome of their Pee ) 

the 
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the moft divided, and by firft opening and 
then filling up thefe pores, {poil the fineft fea- 
tures , 
_. Thefe metallic particles become of a black 
_dye, and plainly fhew a leaden colour, which ~ 
can be concealed only from the eye by the 
application of white wafh compofed of the 
fame drug, which by plaiftering over the fur- 
face of the fkin, add to this deformity. The 
author of thefe Remarks begs leave to caution 
the fair fex from trufting to thefe pomatums, 
the compofition of which is a fecret, the bet- 
ter to conceal the known poifon they are 
fraught with, which for a fhort time appears 
to anfwer their intentions, only to give the 
deeper wounds afterwards. Time only can 
re-eftablifh nature, and the ufe of the poma- 
tums defcribed by the author in his Treatife 
on Ruptures, p. 138. by leaving out the gold 
and the faffron, the firft making the fkin black, 
the other yellow. This pomatum, without 
altering the fkin, foftens and nourifhes it, 
preferves itstranfparency, deltroys tetters and 
rednefs, fills up wrinkles, and repairs all da- 
mages done to it, either by the ufe of other 
pomatums or paint. This pomatum is infi- 
nitely fuperior to that of Saturn, or the cerate 
for removing the piles, for the fcalding of 
the fkin, and to remove the fpots which re- 
_ main after the fmall-pox, if applied to it fome 
time after the eruption. 
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/ AX. I muft here add, that the pure liquide 
extract of Saturn *, mixed with double the 
quantity of oil of turpentine, is the moft 
fovereign remedy known againtft a fprain in 
a horfe, by rubbing him with this linimente, 
as foon as the accident happens, taking care 
to keep the part well covered till you have 
got him home to the ftable; if he fhould ftill 
continue lame, or appear in pain, you muft 
rub him again before he grows cold, and 
repeat this every four hours ; keep him well 
cloathed, and allow him but half his ufual 
quantity of food, and give him warm water 
with fome bran init to promote perfpiration. 
If thefe rules are attended to, the cure is ge- 
nerally compleatedin four-and-twenty hours. 


* It is the liquid extra&t only, which is mentioned in 
ghis Treatife. 
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5. Dr. Berkenhout’s Out-Lines of the Natural 
Hiftory of Great-Britain and Ireland. Vol. I. con- 
taining a Defcription of near twelve Hundred 
Animals.—Veol. II. containing, The Vegetable 

Kingdom. 
6, Aretin, a Dialogue on Painting. Tranflated 
from the Italian of Lodovico Dolce. 8vo. 

7. Dr. Gatti’s Obfervations on Inoculation, 
tranflated from the French by M. Maty, M. D. 
and F. R, S. ; 

_ 8. Elogy on Prince Henry of Pruffia, compofed 
by His Majefty the King of Pruffia, in French and 
Englifh. Printed by Bafkerville, 1768. 

g. Lettres de la Duchefle de** au Duc de**, par 
Mr. Crebillon, 2 vols. 12mo. | 

10. Caftro’s Portuguefe and Englifh, and Englifh 
and Portuguefe Grammar. The fourth Edition, 8vo. 
Price 5s. Od. 
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